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The first split: 
five ministers 
confront Blair 
over benefits 


Tony Blur is facing a serious split 
in his Cabinet as he takes 
persona] charge of the benefit 
reform programme. A group 
including some of the 
Government’s biggest hitters is 
opposed to large-scale cuts in 
disability benefits. Our political 
correspondent says it is a row 
that will be the Prime Minister’s 
toughest challenge yet. 

Mr Blair has often promised to make “hard 
choices” on welfare reform. Last night he 
was contemplating a stark choice between 
a public climhdown and a Cabinet row. 

A powerful faction in the Cabinet, in- 
cluding John Prescott, Robin Cook. David 
Blunkctt. Frank Dobson and Clare Short, 
are thought to be ready to lake on the 
Prime Minister. 

Indications of the seriousness of the op- 
position to aspects of Mr Blair's determi- 
nation to cut a series of disability benefits 
came in a leaked memo to the Chancel- 
lor Gordon Brown, from David BlunketL 
Secretary of State for Education and Em- 
ployment Secretary. The memo, dated 9 


BY FRAN 
ABRAMS 


December, the eve of the rebellion by 47 
Labour MPs on abolition of the lone par- 
ent benefit, said the political flashpoint 
could come over the proposed abolition 
of industrial injuries henetli for existing 
claimants. That would be politically un- 
acceptable and ciiuld provoke a sizeable 
rebellion, he suggested. 

“Deep cuts in the totality of support for 
those disabled people who either cannot 
work or can find only vciy modestly paid 
work would make a mockery of our pro- 
fessions on u social exclusion and the con- 
struction ol a more just society.” he wrote 
in the letter, leaked to the .Si uulay Telegraph. 

Mr Blunkett has recently been telling 
colleague;, that he did not want the “dirty 
money" education could receive from 
cuts in disability benefits, ilui \ ester day he 
denied there was a split and portrayed his 
memo as part of an ongoing debate. 

John Prescou. the Deputy Prime Min- 
ister. was heard at Christmas parties us- 
ing strong language when criticising the 
benefits cuts programme, although yes- 
terday he denied reports that he had told 
Mr Blair that Harriet Harman. Secretary 
of Slate for Social Security, was “a liabil- 
ity" and had asked for her to be sacked. 

Frank Dobson, the Secretary of Slate 
tor Health, i*. also believed lu have been 
critical in private. Robin C'ook. the For- 
eign Secret an', and Clare Short, becretarv 


of State for International Development, are 
all thought to be unhappy although neither 
has spoken out yet. 

There are also question marks over the 
strength of support offered by other min- 
isters. A furious Alan Howarth, the former 
Tory minister, now an employment minis- 
ter, was reported to have told ex-colleagues 
as he joined them in the lobby to vote for 
cuts in lone parents' benefits that it was too 
early in the Parliament to resign. 

Last night the Tories released figures 
shewing the Government could be defeated 
if the opposition parties voted together and 
91 Labour MPs rebelled. 

Mr Blunkett's opposition and that of 
several of his colleagues - a number of ju- 
nior ministers are also believed to be un- 
happy - makes Mr Blair's latest strategy 
of taking personal charge a high-risk one. 

The Prime Minister announced on 
Saturday that he would chair a special Cab- 
inet committee including Ms Harman, Mr 
Brown and Mr Dobson to look at welfare 
reform. It emerged last night that Mr Blun- 
kelt would also be given a place. 

Last night Mr Blair underlined his ear- 
lier stance on benefit reform “We will do 
it fairly and sensitively, but we are going 
to stand absolutely, resolutely firm on 
change because the welfare system isn't 
working and it needs reforming." he said. 

If the project fails and the Government 
faces another rebellion or loses more 
ministers - Malcolm Chisholm has already 
resigned over lone parents - Mr Blair will 
lake a personal blow which cannot be eas- 
ily deflected. 

Already some Cabinet members are 
grumbling about lack of consultation. Al- 
though there was a half-hour discussion on 
benefits last Thursday, most meetings are 
brief and ministers say they feel decisions 
are handed down rather than being taken 
jointly. 

Even as the manoeuvring continued, it 
became dear that moves to cut disability 
benefit bills had already started. The 1.8 
million people on Disability Living Al- 
lowance were being sent 33-page forms de- 
signed to sec if they were entitled to their 
payments, according to the ITV pro- 
gramme Link. Although some had received 
extra money, many more had their bene- 
fits cut. 

Lord Ashley, joint chairman of the par- 
liamcniaiy all-party disablement group, said 
the Government now- had no choice but 
to think again after the leaking of the 
memo. 

“It reveals proposals under considera- 
tion that are outrageous in their scope and 
depth. They will shock and disturb millions 
of disabled people.” he said. 

Blunkett’s disquiet, page 6 
Polly Toynbee, page 13 


Face off: (from top) David Blunkett, 
Robin Cook, Frank Dobson, Clare 
Short and John Prescott are unhappy 
about cuts Photographs: Brian Harris 
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Santa and 
Scrooge: The 
billion-pound 
tussle between 
Christmas and 
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TODAY’S NEWS 

Ireland faces massive 
hearing damage claims 

The Dublin government is facing huge bills as they deal 
with an avalanche of compensation cases taken by Irish 
soldiers who claim their hearing has been damaged by 
the noise of gunfire. One prediction of the final bill is 
£350m, but it could reach up to £2bn. Page 8 

Millennium secrets 

Yesterday the first dues began seeping out of what will 
be found «n the Millennium Dome in London. The main 
theme will be Time, with "a journey through time and space" 
designed by the artist David Hockney. Page 4 

Gurkha revolt 

Former members of the Gurkhas, the Nepalese soldiers 
recruited by the British army, are planning to take the 
British government to court in their fight for better 
pensions. The Gurkhas receive a pension that is a frac- 
tion of their British counterparts'. Page 9 


The Prime ra 
is blessed 
with a superb 

chassis!’ 
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US clinics offer abortion 
after eight days 


Highly sensitive 
pregnancy tests 
combined with a 
‘menstruation 
extraction’ technique are 
allowing women in the 
US to terminate a 
pregnancy eight to ten 
days after conception. 

But Jeremy Lau ranee, 

Health Editor, says the 
method has drawbacks. 

The curly abortions, which ran 
be carried out before a woman 
has missed her first period, are 
being ottered in 13 clinics 
around the US run by Houston 
Planned Parenth«>od. 


British experts expressed 
surprise at the use of the tech- 
nique which would require 
women, who suspected they 
might be pregnant, to have a 
Mood test and then undergo 
vacuum aspiration, in which a 
hand-held syringe is used to ex- 
tract the contents of the womb. 

The Family Planning Asso- 
ciation said women in the UK 
who had unprotected sex could 
lake the ‘‘morning-after" pill up 
to 72 hours after intercourse 
which would trigger menstrua- 
tion. If they missed that dead- 
line. or wanted to confirm that 
they were pregnant before tak- 
ing action, they would normal- 
ly do a urine pregnancy test after 
their first missed period. 

A spokeswoman said: “You 


can do a blood test earlier but 
it is not generally available and 
there Ls no point. You can't have 
an abortion as the foetus is so 
small there is a risk it could be 
missed by vacuum aspiration.” 

The attraction of Ihc new 
method is that morning-after 
and "abortion pills” which can 
be effective up to seven weeks 
after concept ion . are not gen- 
erally available in America. 
The early abortion may be po- 
litically more acceptable in a 
country where the “pro-life" 
lobby is very strong and wins 
support using photographs of al- 
most Fully formed foetuses. 

Dr Wendy Savage, consul- 
tant gynaecologist at the Roy- 
al London NHS Trust, said that 
women who had very eurlv 


abortions using the vacuum 
method must be warned that the 
pregnancy could be missed and 
that it might end naturally any- 
way. “However, 1 can see that 
it could be a good option in the 
US because of the ferocity of the 
anti-abonion movement." 

Dr Michael Bumhill. vice 
president for medical affairs of 
the Planned Parenthood Fed- 
eration of America, appeared to 
confirm that the early termi- 
nations were being offered in 
Ihc hope of defusing anti-abor- 
tion opposition. 

"With these very early abor- 
tions we are talking about a ges- 
tational sac the size of a 
matchstick head. It's nobody's 
picture of a little baby sucking 
its thumb.” he said. 
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Bullying bosses make 
working life a living hell 


A “bad bosses" hot line has been inundated with calls from professional 
people complaining they are being bullied. It is now the turn of the mid- 
dle classes to be vic timis ed as well as more junior and lower paid coll eagu es. 

More than one in four of calls to the hot line set up by the TUC come 
from managers complaining about authoritarian and unreasonable bosses. 

In just five days the line received almost 5,000 calls from all over the 
countiy and from people in a wide range of occupations. Some claimed 
that employers were trying to “cancel Christmas" by ordering them to work 
as normal. 

One manager in a Scottish financial firm said her working day had be- 
come a “living hell". Her boss would scream at her and in turn would ex- 
pect her to shout at her staff. “My boss would come out of her office and 
you could feel the aggression flowing from her. If she came over to you, 
you knew you were going to get it in the neck - it was your turn for abuse." 

A teacher in a small rural school was the subject of bullying by the head 
and a colleague. Eventually he suffered from depression and was off sick 
for several months. The TUC received personal testimonies from eight 
sets of parents saying the teacher was the best thing that ever happened 
to the school. 

Some four out of ten calls to the hotline were from people who felt 






Love, love, love: Sir Paul and Linda McCartney embrace their daughter, Stella Photograph: Alpha 

McCartney’s fear over fame for children 


the/ were being bullied, according to a TUC report Hard Times. Nearly 
' half of them were men. 

A quarter of callers complained of low pay with some earning as little 
as £1 an hour. Some 43 per cent of those complaining about wages earned 
less than £150 an hour. It is thought that the Low Pay Commission, which 
will advise the Government on a national minimum wage will set a figure 
of around £350. 

Security guards were among those contacting the TUC over wage lev- 
els, some of whom were earning as little a £225 an hour for which they 
were expected to work a 12-hour shift Drivers reported being forced to 
work dangerously long hours. 

Some callers were being prevented from taking paid annual leave and 
being forced to work through Christmas. A company in the north-east “can- 
celled Christmas" and will not allow employees time off. 

John Monks (pictured), TUC general secretary, is hoping to “name and 
shame" some of the companies in the new year. He said calls to the hot- 
line had revealed a “catalogue of exploitation”’ - law pay, long hours, job 
insecurity and bullying. 

Barrie dement. Labour Editor 


Sir Paul McCartney has revealed his fear; for his chil- 
dren - that they would benefit from his famous name 
only to find it becoming a millstone. 

But Sir Paul said that a five-fold increase in sales 
at the fashion house Chloe proved his daughter Stel- 
la deserved the top designer job she gained with its 
help earlier this year. 

The former Beatle has always shunned the show- 
business lifestyle for his four children. But Stella. 2b. 
stepped right into the limelight when she succeed- 
ed Karl Lagerfeld at Chloe. Sir Paul said: “l told her 
‘The name is terrific for getting you the job. But if 
you fail, that name becomes a weapon with which 
you will be beaten. Macca failure - you don't want 
the name then.' She made the choice to do it. It was 
her dream, it was her passion and to give her cred- 
it. she is very good at iL" 

Many critics said that Stella only got the job be- 
cause she was his daughter, he acknowledged. “The 
name must have helped, because the firm obvious- 
ly get extra publicity out of that. But the bottom line 
was. she had to deliver good clothes. 


-I understand Chlocs sales have gone up five rimes 
since she has been there, so there ain’t nothing wrong 
with that." 

Stella's feminine designs have been an instant hit 
with fashion writers and customers alike. Sir Paul, 
his wife Linda and sun James were at her first Chloe 
collection in October. 

He is equally proud of the other McCartney chil- 
dren in their more low-profile careers. 

A photo portrait by Mary. 29. has been on show 
at the National Portrait GaJIcty: Heather. 34. has ex- 
hibited her p*>uerv: and surf-mad son James. 19. is 
at college studying sculpture. “He's possibly think- 
ing of getting into music." Sir Paul said approvingly. 
He's a uo< hJ plaver. We have got a fairly artistic fam- 
ily." Sir Paul drafted in James to play guitar on his 
latest nuIm album Flaming Pie. and dedicated the song 
"Young Boy" to him. 

Linda, his wile, is also gearing up to promote her 
expanded \egeiarian food line following her recov- 
ery from breast cancer. “Linda's food is just roaring 
away." Sir Paul said. “She's feeling much better now." 


Pavarotti uses music to heal children of Bosnia 
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Luciano Pavarotti, the Italian 
tenor, yesterday opened a Music 
Centre bearing his name in the 
Bosnian city of Mc^tar. 

The singer has given £25 m 
from charity concerts and record- 
ings towards the £35m centre 
which contains a concert space, 
recording studio, teaching rooms 
and music therapy wing. Work led 
by British music teachers has al- 
ready begun on trying to “heal" 
Bosnian children, who underwent 
the traumas of the recent war, 
through involvement in music. 

The opening of the centre, de- 
veloped and run by the British 
charity War Child, proved a star- 
studded occasion yesterday. 

Pavarotti flew into Mostar ac- 
companied by Bono, the lead 
singer of the rock band U2, and a 


hero among the Bosnian young, 
part icularly since his recent concert 
in Sarajevo. They were joined by 
rock musician Brian Eoo, play- 
wright Sir Tom Stoppard, a patron 
of War Child, and globe-trotting 
humanitarian. Bianca Jagger. 

Mostar was a major tourist 
and cultural centre before the 
war, and the biggest multi-ethnic 
city in former Yugoslavia. It is now 
a badly bombed and deeply divided 
city with Croatians in the west and 
Bosnians in the east, and few 
adults prepared to cross the high 
street dividing east and west, 
which is still referred to as the front 
line. Two thousand people were 
killed here during the war. 

Pavarotti said yesterday: ‘i am 
not a politician. I am a musician. 
I care about giving people a place 


where they can go to enjoy them- 
selves and to begin to live again. 
To the man you have to give the 
spirit, and when you give him the 
spirit you have done everything. 

“Children are our most im- 
portant resource and the future of 
our world ... As musicians, we arc 
proud that we have built for these 
beautiful children a haven of 
peace, happiness and education 
where they are future generations 
can join together to make music." 

Pavarotti and War Child are de- 
termined that the music centre wDl 
provide a unifying symbol, with chil- 
dren from Mostar and from all of 
Bosnia using its facilities. The cen- 
tre's recording studio was already 
in use yesterday with British rock 
baud Dodgy making a new album. 

— David Lister. Mostar 


JUST WHEN THE 
DAYS ARE GROWING 
SHORTER, 
HARRODS MAKES 


THEM LONGER. 



Opening Hours: 


December 22nd and 23rd, 10am lo 8pm. 


Christmas Eve , 9am to 5pm. 


It's that time of year when Harrods makes being late a virtue. 
Today and tomorrow; hours of business for all departments will 
be extended from 10am until 8pm, and on Christmas 
Eve, from the earlier opening time of 9am until 5pm. So take 
advantage of the longer days to enjoy Harrods festive 
‘Nutcracker Christmas’ decorations, and to find absolutely 
everything on your Christmas list. 


4 Wted< 

I I ICNICHTSBRIDCE^ 
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Connery may 
star in 

Lockerbie film 


Sean Connery is considering 
making a film based on the 
Lockerbie disaster with himself 
in the role of the Scottish police 
chief in charge of the investi- 
gation, it emerged yesterday. 

Dr Jim Swire, spokesman for 
the relatives of victims of the dis- 
aster, confirmed that script- 
writers had contacted him and 
his wife Jane, and approached 
people in Lockerbie. 

“It show they have a re- 
sponsible attitude," said Dr 
Swire, whose 24 -year-old 
daughter. Flora, died in the ex- 
plosion. “Although it is classed 
as a drama documentary. I 
think it may have a helping hand 
to play iu sorting out the enig- 
mas surrounding Lockerbie." 

Connery, 66 (pictured), was 
said yesterday to have chan- 
nelled his idea for the movie 
through his American-based 
production company, Foun- 
tainbjidge F ilms . 

Connery is considering play- 
ing the role of John Orr, the 
main Lockerbie detective at 
the time of the investigation, 
who has since been appointed 
Chief Constable of Strathclyde 
Police. Dr Swire said: “Basically 
we feel they are doing it re- 
sponsibly. I am delighted Sean 
Connery is backing it 

“I have always thought many 
of the answers about Lockerbie 
would come through Scotland 
in some way." Dr Swire said he 
understood the cost of such a 
project could be S50-100m 
(£31m-£61 m). Backing for the 
project by a star of COnnery’s 
stature could only help the 
chances of the film eventually 
being made, he added. 
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LEISURE. 

Guests stretch limit of hotel menus 


Hotel guests make some strange demands on the managera, aranEngto 
a review published yesterday. The Small Luxury Hotels ofthe^Wbridcham 
revealed that guests at an establishment in Wales said they were staunch 
vegetarians - then promptly asked to eat duck. ’ 

And a guest - who was clearly not counting the calories - at a ; lfelfast 
hotel ordered buttered, deep-fried Mars Bar and ice cream. . 

Other unusual requests include an order for cheese-and-mus|irocBn 
omelette with a bottle of Chateau Latour 1979, which was ordered at Am- 
berlv Castle hotel in Arundel, West Sussex. An Australian guest m the Hi- 
bernian Hotel. Dublin, ordered chargrilled ostrich with banana and 
shrimp; while guests wanted a rib of whale at a hotel in Normandy, France. 
In Tuscany, a guest asked for a mushroom salad without the mushrooms. 

Management had a slightly different problem when children, aged three 
and five, who were staying at a hotel in Wsster Ross, Scotland, played noughts 
and crosses with an indelible pen on the duvet cover. 
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Colour warning for food freshness 


New stick-on freshness testers could help cut rising rates of food poison- 
ing. The revolutionary sticky labels change colour as goods reach their sell- 
by date and if storage conditions drop below ideal temperatures. 

Store chiefs say the labels help them monitor food freshness while the 
goods are in transit and help cooks keep tabs on whether the food is safe 
to eat. The labels are made up of a green ring on a yellow background; the 
centre circle is printed with heat-sensitive ink which changes from yellow 
to dark green over time and with rises in temperature. By the time the cen- 
tre circle becomes darker than the surrounding green ring the product should 
have been eaten. Tesco is trying out the labels behind the scenes and Sains- 
bury’s has introduced them on some meats and on Rogan Josh ready meals. 
Both stores plan to expand the range if it proves popular with customers. 


TOURIST RATES 




Australia (dollars) 

2.46 

Italy (lira) 

2,818 

Austria (schillings) 

20.07 

Japan (yen) 

211.78 

Belgium (francs) 

59.05 

Malta (lira) 

0.62 

Canada {$) 

230 

Netherlands (guilders) 

322 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.83 

Norway (kroner) 

U.76 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.95 

Portugal (escudos) 

28953 

France (francs) 

956 

Spain (pesetas) 

240.93 

Germany (marks) 

286 

Sweden (kroner) 

1259 

Greece (drachmei) 

45356 

Switzerland (francs) 

232 

Hong Kong ($) 

1248 

Turkey (lira) 

324350 

Ireland (punts) 

MO 

USA ($) 

(.62 
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Stores left with stocks unsold as shopping rush slows 


* of hot e | 


Absence of the 
expected pre-Christmas 
spending boom has left 
stores with around £3 bn 
of unsold goods. This 
has led to predictions of 
big bargains in the New 
Year sales. Kim Sengupto 
and Nigel Cope look at 
why stores have over- 
stocked. 
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food freshness 


Ai last, on the last weekend be- 
fore Christinas, stores report- 
ed that a shopping rush of sorts 
has starred, but they admit it 
is too little and too late to res- 
cue the disappointing overall 
sales figures. 

Much of the increased 
trade, in fact, was due to dis- 
counts of up to 50 per cent be- 
ing offered to kick-start 
sluggish trade. And although 
the upturn is expected to con- 
tinue for the few remaining 
days, retailers admit it will 
not be enough to turn it into 
a good Christmas for them. 

A new study, published by 
the Centre for Economics and 
Business Research (CEBR) 
says the result of all this would 
be the best bargains available 
in New Year sales since Janu- 
ary 1994 when the country was 
still in the depth of recession. 

Hie build up of excess 
goods has been caused, it says 
by over-expectation by retail- 
ers while placing their orders 
in the summer when spending 
was boosted by building soci- 
ety windfalls and soaring prop- 
erty prices. 

Although the volume of 
sales this year has remained 
generally healthy, some of the 
“feelgood factor” has been 
dissipated by interest-rate ris- 
es, fears of higher taxes around 
the corner, and the ending of 
building society windfalls. 

The CEBR study predicts 
that the discounts will boost 
sales in Januaiy by as much as 
9 per cent to a total of £ 6.7bn 
for the month— the highest on 
record. But retail sales growth 


will fall sharply during the 
rest of 1998 as the taxes and in- 
terest rates take their toll. 

Professor Douglas Mc- 
Williams, of the CEBR, point- 
ed out there had been five 
interest rate rises since May, as 
well as tax increases and un- 
certainty on the stock market 
since the autumn. 

He estimates that the val- 
ue of unsold goods this 
Christmas could be more than 
£lbn higher than normal at the 
end of the Christmas period. 
Added to the underlying rise 
in retailer stocks earlier in the 
year to £ 2.24bn. this suggests 
a total amount going forward 
to Januaiy to £ 3bn. 

Some sectors of the market 
are doing better than olheis. 
Many people spent their sum- 
mer windfalls on consumer 
durables such as electronics, 
and other household hems, 
and would be unlikely to do the 
same now. However, other re- 
tailers like book stores are 
said to be having a compara- 
tively better Christmas. 

Janice Clarke, one of the 
authors of the CEBR report 
said in January the best dis- 
counts would be in clothing, 
fashion, and hi-tech items such 
as electronics, toys and com- 


puter games. 

“It’s going to be a good pe- 
riod for bargain- hunters” she 
said. “Perhaps the canny shop- 
pers should just give IOU’s as 
Christmas presents and then go 
and buy them in the sales”. 

Retailers say this Christmas 
has been a “white-knuckle 
ride" with shoppers leaving it 
until the last minute. Sally 
Collinson, of the Oxford Street 
Association, said: “It certain- 
ly has not been a bumper 
Christmas. But trading finally 
seems to have taken oft” 

Marks & Spencer said peo- 
ple seemed to be leaving their 
shopping later and later, but it 
was expecting a good final 
few days, while John Lewis said 
it looked like “a practical 
Christmas" with sales of crock- 
ery and cutlery selling better 
than some clothing ranges. 





Counter offensive: Punters at Brent Cross Shopping Centre, north London, yesterday. Stores say.it is too late to make up for sluggish sales. 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


While America draws line on seasonal spending blitz 


When “011150005" in the Unit- 
ed States was progressively re- 
placed by the word “holiday” 
(as in holiday presents, holiday 
cards and even holiday trees), 
in deference to the cluster of 
Jewish, black American, as 
well as Christian festivals at this 
time of year, no one surely ex- 
pected that Christmas shopping 
would go the same way. 

But with ever fewer people 
given a pretext not to go "hol- 
iday shopping", sales are still re- 


ported to be slack. The antici- 
pated 5 to 7 per cent increase 
over November and December 
last year has not so f3r materi- 
alised. The increase looks set 
to be closer to 2 to 3 per ceat. 
roughly in line with inflation. 

To be sure, the Friday after 
the late November Thanksgiv- 
ing holiday - the traditional 
start of seasonal shopping - 
saw queues forming outside the 
more popular department 
stores before the special open- 


ing time of 7am, and the shop- 
ping masses seething amid the 
laden shelves. The problem, it 
had emerged by the time every- 
one had gone back to work on 
Monday, was that no one had 
been buying very much. 

The big sales notched up in 
the early Nineties had not been 
repeated. Retailer: had hoped 
that the flourishing stale of the 
US economy and especially 
the record low unemployment, 
might have encouraged people 


to throw off their caution of the 
past two years and buy. Instead, 
they complained about the. 
crowds, the inconvenience and 
the lack of bargains. 

To retailers’ dismay, the 
non-buying trend continued 
through December, with ana- 
lysts searching for an explana- 
tion and big stores hoping their 
worst fear would be proved 
wrong: that lavish Christmas 
shopping is a thing of the past. 

More people may have work. 


but those newly off social secu- 
rity are poorly paid: the higher- 
paid still fear their jobs are 
insecure, and a round of winter 
redundancies at several big 
companies has done nothing to 
reassure them. Then there is in- 
debtedness: US households 
have an average credit card 
debt of $7,000 (£4.500) - maybe 
they have reached their limit 
Some may be waiting for the 
Januaiy sales - but sales have 
become almost permanent any- 


way. Americans may be reluc- 
tant to pay full price for any- 
thing. but mostly they do not 
have to, not even in December. 

What retailers dread ts an ir- 
reversible shift, occasioned in 
pan by greater prosperity, in 
part by the spread of credit, in 
part by changing attitudes. 
Many households have what 
they want already or can buy it 
when they need it- Christmas no 
longer provides an excuse. 

-Mary Deyevsky, Washington 


It’s all too much as Spice 


defy rumours to take Christmas No I spot 


The Spice Girls are not dead. 
Despite a rash of stories pre- 
dicting the imminent demise of 
the band, the girls have man- 
aged to take the Christmas 
number one slot for the second 


gear running. 


Tbe single. "Too Much’’, 
had emerged as the favourite 
last weekbut it was a light race 
against tbe Telerubbies before 
the band managed to nudge Soy 
Eh-OhJ from the top. 

The tribute single to Diana. 


Princess of Wales, by the Chick- 
en Sbed Theatre Company, 
only managed 15th position 
according to tbe Chart Infor- 
mation Network. 

This is the second Christmas 
number one for the Spice Girls. 


who recently sacked their man- 
ager. Simon Fuller, amid ru- 
mours that ihe\ were getting too 
big for their platforms. Last year 
they reached the top slut with 
“2 Become J “. 

A flum of bets on the girls 


were placed with William HiU 
and Ladbrokes jusl before they 
closed their books. 

Final WilJiam Hill odds were 
the Spice Girls at 4/7 favourites 
and the TeJeiubbies at 5/4, while 
Ladbrokes quoted 2/5 Spice 


Girls and 2/1 Teleiubbies. 

A spokesman for William 
Hill said the Spice Girl's num- 
ber one would cost them 
around £100,000 but they have 
set ihe band at 10-1 favourites 
for next year’ s Christmas chart. 


“The band are 10-1 
favourites for next year. We 
think their bubble will have 
burst by then," he said. 

"It was a straight fight and 
one or the other was going to 
win, unfortunately it's cost us 


about £100,000," he added. 

The BBC’s “Perfect Day" 
reached number three. All 
Saints "Never Ever" number 
four and Janet Jackson climbed 
one place to number five. 

— Kate Watson-Smyth 
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• Myrica NA1 - 166MHz Intel 

Pentium* processor with MMX" 
technology k 

• 32 MB RAM AddS 

• 3D/2MB Graphics Card M 1 jnjrfy 

• 2GB Hard Disk Drive VL* 

• 20x Speed CD ROM Pffl? 

• 12 Watt Stereo Speakers 

• Windows 95 -t- Works V4.0 


Myrica NA2 - 156MHz Intet PenUum* 

processor with MMX" technology 

16 MB RAM 

3D/2MB Graphics Cant 

2GB Hard Disk Drive 

20x Speed CD ROM 

12 Watt Stereo Speakers 

33.6k Fax Modem 


Myrica NA3 166MHz brief- Pentium” 
processor with MMX" technology 
32 MB RAM 
3D/2MB Graphics Card 
2GB Hard Disk Drive 
20x Speed CD ROM 
12 Watt Stereo Speakers 
33.6k Fax Modem 


pentium* $ 


£729 


Inc. VAT 


£769 


Inc. VAT 
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£645 


inc. VAT 


All products come with one year onsite warranty and 
free telephone hotline support 


Myrica NA4 233MHz Intel Pentium* 
processor with MMX" technology 
32 MB RAM 
3D/2MB Graphics Card 
2.5GB Hard Disk Drive 
20x Speed CD ROM 
12 Watt Stereo Speakers 
33.6k Fax Modem 


All the above come wttfi: 

MS Windows 95, 

MS Wiwks V4.0, 

MS Encarta 97, 

MS Oceans and MS Money 
FtnFki 
BT UneOne 

+ Selection of 4 CD leisure titles 




The Intel inside - logo and Pentium- are registered 
trademarks arid MMX™ is a trademark of Intel 
Corporation 


£975 


inc. VAT 


Accents dll major er«Bi unis. 


Choose your own monitor bom 

£115 Inc. VAT 


Sai >5om Sun jo 30-1 Dm Wut-Kdpys. 9dpm v 19 95 ♦ VAT 


, IT company, with 3 tumoiw in euess of s 36bn. and operating on a global basis, 
tatai is the woitt’s second largest IT company a mariiel leaCer in desktop and 


Call this number to order your multimedia PC 


over 60 yearn, during which time t has become a market .eader in desktop and 
loperaan g for over eo yearn . . and software. This enviat* positron 


o, computer memory. ** de™es - 


moWeiBroputlngas well as in the areas of c ' , al i q* „ f revenues) when has ensured me 

to «**.!*». » comics to*"* ‘ * R ' 41 tt „ of » M u*r 
attsto p^fucooc of *** •» “ ““ 


0181 286 2222 


TechDireci . Unit 20 Red Lion Business Park, Red Lion Road. Surbiton. Surrey KT6 7QD 
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Men shot in pub 


A man died and another was seriously in- 
jured after a gunman opened fire in a busy 
city-centre pub yesterday. West Midlands 
police said the two men were drinking at 
PJs Moon and Sixpence pub in Hurst Street, 
Birmingham. when a man opened fire. 

The shooting took place when the pub 
was busy and there were lots of people in 
the area, near to the Hippodrome Theatre. 

— Kate Watson-Smyth 


Sight compensation 


A partially blind industrial chemist huts been 
awarded EM3.14A compensation and is the 
first sight-disabled person in the country to 
win an unfair dismissal action. *’lt’s a nice 
bit of compensation but I would prefer my 
job back." said Nick Kirker, 40. of Newark. 
Notts. He was dismissed from a British Sug- 
ar plant in Newark. A company official said: 
"We did not knowingly or deliberately dis- 
criminate against this former employee.” 


winners 


Two Lickelhcilders shared last night's National 
Lottery jackpot of £25ra. winning £13. 5m 
each. The winning numbers were f. 3, 7. 36, 
34 and 3#; the bonus hall was 14. 



Dome planners add 
substance to style 


The Millennium Dome at 
Greenwich is set to cost 
taxpayers at least 
£750m, but what exactly 
will visitors get for their 
money? Steve Bogan 
reports on the first dues 
that began seeping out 
of project headquarters 
yesterday. 


■ — sjbc — — — T 

Dry run: A £1 m yacht being driven past Harrods in Knightsbridge yesterday on its way to the Fari's Court 
exhibition centre yesterday for the start of the London Boat Show Photograph: Suzanne Hubbard/PA 


When he describes what will 
boggle the minds of those ven- 
turing into the New Millennium 
Experience, Stephen Bayley 
has an unfortunate habit of us- 
ing nebulous expressions like 
•*volu metrically bold". 

The creative director of the 
project also likes to party in- 
terviewers' questions by telling 
them he can't go into detail be- 
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We’U even plan your kitchen with you 
and deliver it free to your home* 
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If you spend over E4.000 
well give you this Creda Dishwasher 
worth £500. absolutely free. 


Or spend £2.500 and we’U give ft to 
you for half price. 
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We’re offering 10% off any sink of 
your choice from the 
Homebase Kitchen Collection. - 


BUY NOW. AND 
PAY NOTHING UNTIL 
SUMMER 1998 




You don’t have to pay anything until 
Summer 1998 - not even a deposit?* 


isiSSk.. 



FOR DETAILS OF 
YOUR NEAREST HOMEBASE 
KITCHEN SHOWROOM 
TELEPHONE 0645 801 800. 
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THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE 








MONDAY-THURSDAY 8AM -8PM • FRIDAY 8AM -9PM • SATURDAY 8AM - 8PM • SUNDAY 10AM-6PM (SCOTLAND 9AM-6PMI • TUESDAY MRn 

CHRISTMAS EVE BAM -6PM • CHRISTMAS DAY CLOSED - BOXING DAY SCOTLANO 10AM-5PM (ENGLAND AND WALES CLOSED) . SATURDAY 7 7TH ^SI?c^r- 8 „ AM " 8PM 

OPENING TIMES MAY VARY. PLEASE CALL 0645 801 800 DURING OFFICE HOURS FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NEARE??' DECEMBER 8AM-8PM. 

'The kitchens included in this pronwlion are 5tT. off Berwick Premier Carcase and Rutland Classic Carcase; off Nice Premier Carcase: 20? off Oslo Premier Carcase Colon m- Premier Carrac* ana c7—k ” ™ 

Carcase. Ledbury Premier Carcase and Wilton Classic Carcase. Discounts do no! include installation. The fully fitted ranges In IWs promotion are. 40? off Blenheim Premier Carcase and Madrid n Vesh3ffl ,S? s&ic ano IQ? nir D „ 
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(excludes fascia, tt Offer applies lo sinks purchased from Hie Homebue (Kitchen Cotledian only. -On I si Juno W98 pay in full or take credit Km qi^lSS nqSJtS itomJtase E5o ° "hen vSSSiSVSS^ 
are licensed credil brokers. Loans subject lo slalus and approval and are not available to anyone under 21 years. Example a kilchen costing £1 500 Pay in 34 monlhlv repayments of Hou9 *- Wal,| nglon. Surrey SM60HH uSUIE ^ 

Spend & Save Cards cannot be used on kitchen purchases. Products and oters Z, 5 £ RlrSdaU Bre ° 3 ‘ amouM n ™ abl * atffi^SSS 


cause it will be so astonishing- 
ly mind-blowing that he simply 
does not have the words to de- 
scribe it At least, that is how his 

style came across yesterday 
during a lengthy interview on 
BBC Radio Five Live which 
ended with the presenter saying: 
“And after all that, if anyone has 
any idea what’s going to be in 
ihe Dome, answers please on a 
postcard.” 

In truth, following an article 
in the Sunday Telegraph and for- 
th er interviews throughout the 
day, a dearer picture of the ex- 
hibition did begin to emerge. 
The theme will be Time with 
heavy emphasis on the future. 

It will indude “a journey 
through time and space”, de- 
signed by the artist David Hock- 
ney, and may also involve work 
by Damien Hirst. There will be 
a 30ft diameter steel ball inter- 
acting with a huge magnet and 
there is talk of reams of high- 
tech gadgets and gizmos. There 
will be open spaces for theatre 
- perhaps including a 10,000- 
seater auditorium at its core. 
Around the circumference will 
be a pathway or road taking the 
visitor through Lhemed sec- 


tions, although whether these- 
were time- or idea-related is still 
not dear.. .. . V 

“If you look at it like look-, 
ing down on acake, at the mo- 
ment it will be more or less 
divided up into perhaps nine, 
perhaps 11, perhaps 12 zones 
each of which looks at a specific 
subject, with other areas left 
aside for essential seryice fonc- 
tfcnos and for cafeterias, bars arid 
open space for theatrical-type, 
performances,” said Mr Bayky 
on BBC Radio 4’s The World 
This Weekend. 

“The big creative challenge 
of the Millennium Dome ... is 
this - in 1851, Britain created 
the Great Exhibition of foe in- 
dustry of aU nations and that was 
an event of world historical 
importance: It provided a great 
building - the Crystal Palace." 

That exhibition, he said, was' 
about objects. The Millennium 
Experience “is going to be; es- 
sentially, about ideas". 

“The big creative challehge 
is to find exciting, stimulating, 
relevant, entertaining, infor- 
mative ways of articulating 
ideas which are going to influ- 
ence our future". 


DAILY POEM 


From ‘In Memoriam A. H. H.’ 


By Alfred Lord Tennyson 


xxvm 


The time draws near the birth of Christ 
The moon is hid; the night is still : 

The Christmas bells from hill to hill 
Answer each other in the mist. 


Four voices of four hamlets round. 

From far and near, on mead and moor. 
Swell out and fail, as if a door 
Were shut between me and the sound : 


Each voice four changes on the wind, 
That now dilate; and now decrease. 
Peace and goodwill, goodwill and peace. 
Peace and goodwill to all mankind. 


This year 1 slept and woke with pain,' 

I almost wish ’d no more to wake. 
And that my hold on life would break 
Before / heard those bells again: 


But they my troubled spirit rule. 

For they controll'd me when a boy ; 
They bring me sorrow touch d with joy. 
The merry merry bells of Yule. 


This week’s poems come from The Faber Book of Christmas, 
Simon Rae's wide-ranging anthology of poetry and prose on 
all aspects of the season: sacred and secular, pro and con, at 
home and abroad (Faber & Eaber, £9.99). 
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Pioneer takes 
schools to 
new heights 


Ground-breaking policies 
in Birmingham are 
raising standards in inner 
city schools. First 
evidence of rising test 
and exam results in the 
city is good news for the 
Government which has 
used Birmingham as a 
blueprint for many of its 
initiatives. Judith Judd , 
Education Editor, 
reports. 


Birmingham is the fifth most de- 
prived district in England, ac- 
cording to government figures. 
In a quarter of .its primary 
schools, 50 per cent or more of 
pupils are eligible for free 
school meals, the commonest 
yardstick for measuring educa- 
tional disadvantage. Yet fig- 
ures from the dry’s research and 
statistics department reveal that 
in this year's national test resuits 
for 11-year-olds it ranks as the 
third (equal) most improved lo- 
cal authority for English and sci- 
ence and the seventh for maths. 

At every stage of schooling, 
rates of improvement in Birm- 
ingham are hi gh er than they are 
nationally. They are also better 
than in other comparable au- 
thorities. The authority is 
confident that the big improve- 
ments are the result of changes 
put in place over the last four 
years under the leadership of 
Professor Tim Brigbouse, the 
dty's chief education officer. 

Birmingham has been one of 
the pioneers of target-setting, 
now a vital part of government 
policy, and has encouraged all 
its schools to set targets to im- 
prove on previous best perfor- 
mance in tests and exams and 
to think hard about how to raise 
standards. The city has also in- 
troduced assessment for five- 
year-old s, again ahead of 
national plans. 

Results for the dty are still 
below the national average but 
if improvements continue at the 
present rate, seven-year-old 
test results will pass the national 
average tty 1999 and those for 
1 1-year-olds by 2000. 

No one in Birmingham is 
complacent School improve- 
ment is notoriously difficult to 
sustain. Truancy, for instance, re- 
mains a problem though there 
are signs that it is beginning to 
decline. Generally, however, the 


omens are good. Professor Brig- 
bouse said- “People identity this 
as a campaign to improve stan- 
dards in an urban area. In this 
city we have seen a widespread 
suspension of disbelief that in- 
ner-city schools can succeed." 

The progress is most marked 
in primary schools which the dty 
has asked to sign up to a “pri- 
mary guarantee”. Schools 
promise to bring a higher pro- 
portion of pupils up to the ex- 
pected standard in maths and 
English as well as exploring with 
them experiences such as play- 
ing a musical instrument. 

In return, the authority 
promises them enough money to 
do the job. For seven-year-olds 
over the last six years the im- 
provement in national test results 
for those reaching the expected 
standard is 9 percentage points 
in English (national figure 2) and 
20 percentage points in maths 
(national 12). For 11-year-olds 
between last year and this it is 
11 percentage points in English 
compared with a national aver- 
age of 6, and 10 points in maths 
compared with a national aver- 
age of 8. At GCSE the im- 
provement over the last five 
years is 5 percentage points 
compared with a national aver- 
age of 2, which is the same as that 
for comparable authorities. 

Professor Brigbouse said the 
results had been achieved by 
both large and tmy interventions. 
Schools have not been com- 
pelled to accept any of these but 
they have been enthusiastically 
encouraged to do so. Professor 
Brigbouse said: “There is moral 
pressure to take on baseline test- 
ing and the primary guarantee 
but there are a lot of other initi- 
tiatives that schools can either 
take or leave." 

One of the biggest battles 
was to convince heads that they 
could do better: originally some 
set lower targets for the future 
on the grounds that next year's 
pupils were “not as clever”. 
Dozens of meetings have been 
held to explain the school im- 
provement strategy to heads 
from the 450 schools. 

The tiny interventions in- 
clude tips to help schools learn 
from ead) other and thousands 
of personal letters which Pro- 
fessor Brighouse has written to 
teacbecs whom his advisers tell 
him are doing a good job. 

Schools are grouped ac- 
cording to their intakes so that 
those with similar types of pupils 
can see how they are doing. 



Great expectations: A pupil at Yardleys school in Birmingham tends the memorial garden with a teacher 


Photograph: News Team 


Island of 
learning in 
the tarmac 
jungle 

Yardleys comprehensive school is in one of 
the most deprived parts of Birmingham. It 
has two sites half a mile apart in the mid- 
dle of what Heather Jones, the head, calls 
a tarmac jungle. Traffic roans along the main 
road past the windswept corner where one 
building stands. 

But inside the gates is a different world. 
There is a garden created in memoiy of a 12- 
year-old pupQ who died last year and a per- 
gola and trellis built by girls from the school. 

Yardleys’ “environment enhancement 
leaders”, known as eels, are always on the 
lookout for ways to improve the environment 
and even spend time in local primary 
schools recruiting young eels. Their work is 
not just an enjoyable extra but a symbol of 
the school's belief that, despite its un- 
promising surroundings, its expectations 
must be as high as any in the land. 

Nearly half its 900 pupils have free 
school meals, compared with about a fifth 
nationally, and 65 per cent come from eth- 
nic minority groups. Yet in November it was 
named by the Government as one of the 
country’s most improved schools - its GCSE 
results have improved every year for the last 
four years. The proportion of pupils gain- 
ing five or more GCSEs at grades A-C has 
risen tty 17 percentage points to 33 per cent 
during that time. 

Mrs Jones, who began her career at the 
school 10 years ago by painting over the graf- 
fiti on the lavatory walls, is committed to 
Birmingham council's policy of target-set- 
ting as part of a host of initiatives for rais- 
ing standards. She describes the leadership 
of Professor Tim Brighouse, the chief edu- 
cation officer, as “inspirational”. “The idea 
of improving on our previous best under- 
pins everything that we do.” 

For year seven pupils that means one 
time-tabled lesson a week on learning tech- 
niques such as memoiy and speed reading 
which are taught in the city’s University of 
the First Age, the summer holiday activity 
offering extra tuition to 11-year-olds through- 
out the city. Heads of departments set tar- 
gets and different subjects are analysed to 
compare performance. Older pupils have 
their own targets which they help to set 
Tfeacheis "adopt" three or four borderline 
pupils to give them extra help with their work 
and older pupils help younger ones. 

The success-maker programme has been 
used to improve literacy and numeracy 
through computers. There are revision 
courses and facilities for pupQs to do home- 
work every night after school. Mrs Jones 
hands out a tape of baroque music for pupils 
to play while they revise. She says she is pre- 
pared to try most things to improve atten- 
dance in an area where pupils are sometimes 
kept at home to act as interpreters for then- 
parents. 

There are raffles with prizes for those with 
100 per cent attendance, attendance cer- 
tificates and a competition to be “form of 
the week” for attendance. Mrs Jones her- 
self drives everything forward. “Go for it 
Make it happen, I tell them. They know I 
believe it," — Judith Judd 
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When ft comes to your phone bill, our promise is really very simple: if you don't make savings on your 
call biff compared with BT!s basic rate (even against their Premierline and Friends & Family schemes 
but excluding temporary promotions), well give you back double the difference? So to see how 
much you could save, why don’t you ring us now on FfSeCaH 0500 500 366 quoting RINDS A. 



CABLE & WIRELESS 

What can we do for you? 


•Wee Mate: toms apply on Cabto & Wlretan SmartCA UK-Cafl and LoeriCall btt onip for non-oWe o«*»iMWil*MMPte^wnH»^bonalfsh^.c^ 

Appfiatlon sufcjea: to status. Not available for Calling Card and notvgcographic calh Inducing for rf servte pwpt*s wm*.o«*iton^nwi^orriia*dy^ 
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Blunkett’s disquiet 
revealed by leak 


A leaked memo from 
David Blunkett to 
Gordon Brown raised 
the political 
temperature yesterday 


in a growing row over 
benefit reforms. 

Fran Abrams, Political 

Correspondent, 
examined the details. 


Division exposed: David Blunkett is ’disturbed 1 by the some of the plans formulated by his colleague, Harriet Harman 


The cost of disability benefits 
rose from £4.1bn in 1982 to 
£23.5 bn last year, and everyone 
in the Government agrees that 
reforms are necessary. 

With the benefits rising at six 
per cent a year, the Department 
of Social Security “faces ques- 
tions that have to be addressed 
radically." Mr Blunkett said in 
Photograph: Bill Rowntree the memo. 
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port by yesterday! 


There are times when you need to print 
reports and presentations at ‘super human 
speeds’. But sometimes that speed means 
sacrificing quality. 
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Not with Hewlett-Packard... 


^ Hewlett-Packard, one of the world’s leading names in printing, don’t actually 
produce a time machine for the report that’s needed by ‘yesterday 1 . However 
they have applied years of research and technical knowledge to produce 
** printers that combine outstanding page per minute speeds with crisp, 

^ professional quality - at prices that will put a smile on your IT budget 
manager's face. 
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Action Computer Supplies, the UKs Nol direct source for IT equipment, 
offers an extensive range of Hewlett-Packard inkjet and laser printers 
including colour. 

* Choose from these two popular models 
^ featured here, or turn to the 1 000 page Action 

+ catalogue for the complete range. - Plus over 
^ 9,000 other brand leading I.T. products. fiEfi/ • > ’ 

orvisrtwww.action.com 

£) Freephone Action today for more ~ t 

^ information or a free catalogue and demand ' jgjtg jj 

^ the best for you and 

your business. FREEphone 0800 333 333. 
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WHY PAY RETAIL PRICES? 


Hewlett-Packard 
DeskJet 870Cxi 

Inkjet Printer 
ONLY 


£ 202 °° 
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• Colour inkjet printer 

• 600dpi in mono, 600x300dpi in colour 

• 8ppm output fn moto 
4ppm output in colour 

• Over 150 professional fonts 

• 512KB memory 

• 150 sheet input tray, 50 sheet output tray. 

DeskJet 870Cxt 
Cat No: 82-67-27 
Price £2024)0 4. VAT 


Hewlett-Packard 
LaserJet 6L 

Laser Printer 
ONLY 

£232r 

• 6 pages per minute print speed 

• 600 x 600dpi resolution 

• Enhanced PCL 5e printer Language 

• 1 Mb RAM expandable to 9M8 

• 1 x 100 sheet universal p$»r tray 
laser Jet 6L 

Cat llo: 85-55-09 

Price: £23240+ UK 

laser Jet 6L + Supporipack 
Cat Hk 05-79-29 
Price: £295 J)0 + VAT 


DeskJet 87DCxi + Sopportpacfc 
Cat Kk 05-21-51 
Price: £265 AO + WT 
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0800333333 





Action Computer Supplies 
the best place to buy computers over the phone 

freephone 0800333333 # on&ie,iiiMi**i as c^m^soft^^VUWW.BCtion.COfn • free fax 0800 10 "VI 

Next Day Nationwide delivery available, call for details and charges. AH prices include VAT. All trademarks are realsiered to ttwir ^ 

Action Computer Supplies, Alpertoo Housb, Bridgewater Road, Wembley. Middlesex. HAD I EH. A division of DSI, Data Syste^tnt^tta^rt5?f^^^ M0660 K0E 
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He would welcome “humane 

and sensitively-judged reforms 

to support disabled people to 
work,” he said, but added that 
some of the interim findings of 
Harriet Harman’s part of the 
comprehensive spending review 
disturbed him. 

Deep cuts in disability ben- 
efits across the board “would 
make a mockery of our profes- 
sions on social exclusion and the 
construction of a more just so- 
ciety ” he wrote. Under the 
Conservatives, Labour figures 
have argued, many people went 
on to Incapacity Benefit when 
they should really have been on 
unemployment benefits. One 
million people drew the bene- 
fit in 1979, compared with two 
million today. 

Mr Blunkett recognised this 
in his letter, suggesting that 
more generous payments to 
people on IB were an incentive 
to fraud. In particular, an ex- 
isting test in which people had 
to show they were incapable of 
any work encouraged those 
who might be able to do part- 
time or voluntary jobs to pre- 
tend they were more disabled 
than they really were. 

Even if extra flexibility cost 
money- that is to say, if it meant 
even more partially-disabled 
people going on to IB - that 
should be seen as an investment 
in welfare to work. 

New Deal cash for the long- 
term sick and disabled, totalling 
£195m. would be used by the 
DSS and DfEE to experiment 
with different schemes. 

However, plans to tax or 
means-test Disability Living 
Allowance would be inappro- 
priate. the Secretary of State 
for Education and Employ- 
ment wrote. This would 
create disincentives to people to 


work and save money, he ar- 


The other major area of re- 
fonn tackled in the letterwas the 
allowance, which is paid ac- 
cording to leyel of disability 
nitber than income. Mr Btatikett- 
himself is entitled to DLA be- 
cause of his blindness, despite 
his ministerial salary. In his let- 
ter he said about 12 per cent of 
the £ 4 . 4 bn annual cost of the al- 
lowance, which has quadrupled 
since 1993, was “misapplied". 

The proposal that provoked 
the strongest rejection from 
Mr Blunkett, though, was a 
suggestion that the DLA should 
be handed over to local, au- 
thorities. The disabled were a 
“weak political constituency” 
and would lose their benefits to 
schools and hospitals, he said. 

Opp ing of local authorities 
would make the problem worse, 
and any moves to tighten the 
caps would mean inadequate 
support for the disabled. 

“Disabled people will be 
victims of the lottery of local au- 
thority discretion,” Mr Blunkett 
wrote. 

He was also unhappy about 
some of the plans to reform In- 
dustrial Injuries Benefit. While 
he supported moves to make 
employers insure themselves 
against injuries, “no-fault" 
schemes could lead to -sloppi- 
ness over health and safety. 

However, abolishing indus- 
trial injuries benefits for exist- 
ing c laiman ts would be 
“unacceptable politically”. Mr 
Blunkett said the Chief Whip, 
Nick Brown, would have to 
make a judgement on whether 
such a move could be pushed 
through the Commons, and on 
whether it would be worth risk- 
ing another major backbench 
rebellion to do so. - 


Whistle-blower’s 


identity a mystery 


David Blunkett went on the of- 
fensive yesterday to deny any in- 
volvement in the leaking of his 
memo to Gordon Brown. The 
memo was written a fortnight 
ago, on the eve of a Commons 
vote on plans to curtail lone par- 
ents’ benefits, and if Mr Blun- 
kett had chosen to leak it he 
might have been expected to 
have done it sooner. 

Copies were sent to the 
Prime Minister, Harriet Har- 
man, John Prescott Alistair 
Darling. Dooald Dewar, Ron 
Davies and Mo Mowlam, so 
there could be any number of 
suspects. The number with ac- 
cess to Mr Blunkett’s memo 
were certainly in double if not 
treble figures. 

“I am extremely uncomfort- 


able with a system which results 
in my private memoranda to 
cabinet colleagues being leaked 
to the papers. If there’s a lesson 
... it’s not that we don’t have vig- 
orous debate or that we don't 
present to each other what we 
think, it’s that we don’t do it in 
writing,” Mr Blunkett said. 

Yesterday a sceptic said leak- 
ing the memo might not do Mr 
Blunkett any harm politically. 
Despite bis alliance with Tony 
Blair and high-profile agenda on 
raising schools standards, he has 
maintained some support from 
the old left in his party. The rev- 
elation that he has protested 
against the suggestion that dis- 
ability benefits should be cut 
across the board will strength- 
en those links. — Fran Abrams 


Lords face radical 
shake-up 


Tony Blair has set up a special 
Cabinet committee to look at 
replacing the House of Lords 
with an elected second chamber, 
it emerged yesterday. The move 
would take the Government far 
further than its manifesto 
pledge to remove voting rights 
from hereditary peers. 

Although the Prime Minis- 
ter is said to be keeping an open 
mind on how best to achieve his 
reforms, both the leader of the 
House of Lords, Lord Richard, 
and the Foreign Secretary, 
Robin Cook, are said to be in 
favour of the radical option. 

They want to gp for full-scale 
reform straight away, rather 
than taking the more cautious 
approach of removing voting 
rights in the next session of Par- 
liament and then proposing an 
elected chamber after the next 
election. 

Lord Richard has proposed 
lhat two thirds of the second 
inamber s members should be 
directly elected, while the rest 
shnu,d ** appointed in the 
same way as life peers. Elected 
members would sit for a fixed 

term, on a evde designed not to 
clash with general elections. 

Mr Blair’s new cabinet 
commmee will be chaired by 
Lord Irvine, the Lord Chan- 

R ^ indude 

Rivhard, Jack Straw, the Home 

Secretary and Peter Mandelson. 

minister wuhout po afolio 

A Bill to remove hereditary 
Peers voting rights will be in- 


troduced in November next 
year, but there are moves to in- 
troduce fuller reforms at the 
same time. Some MPs would 
oppose the idea of an elected 
chamber, seeing it as a poten- 
tial rival to the Commons. 

Mr Blair's most Likely course 
of action will be to delay the sec- 
ond part of the reform, putting 
forward proposals now but 
postponing their implementa- 
tion until later. 

At present, there are 499 Tory 
peers, 326 of whom are heredi- 
tary, and 158 Labour peers, 15 
hereditary. The Liberal De- 
mocrats have 66, of which 23 are 
hereditary, and there are 325 
cross-benchers, 2)5 of whom are 
hereditary. The Conservatives 
have not decided exactly what 
line to take on the issue, but a 

number of them wiU certainly op- 
pose any proposals for reform. 

— Fran Abrams, 
Political Correspondent 

Leading article, page 12 
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Airlines swoop on railways’ passengers 
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Letting the nation's train 
set fall into private hands 
was supposed to lead to 
a rail renaissance. But 
Randeep Ramesh, Transport 
Correspondent; explains 
why more people might 
prefer to let a plane take 
the strain. 


The war for rail passengers has 
taken to the skies. Airlines are 
targeting domestic routes which 
have been considered the pre- 
serve of the railways - forcing 
down fares on both. 

British Midland recently an- 
nounced it would start flying 
from Heathrow to Manchester 
next year in competition with 
Virgin Trains “indifferent* 1 rail 
service. 

Ea^rJet,..(he,.lqw-cosL. no- 
frills carrier, sparked a price war 
with Great North Eastern Rail- 
ways (GNER) - the operator of 
the east coast service - which 
saw a single rail ticket from Lon- 
don to Edinburgh drop to just 
£19. 

Experts say that a three-hour 
rail journey can compete with 
an hour’s flying time. 

“With airports you need to 
drive, park and then spend 
half-an-hour checking in, and 
then spend time getting from 
the airport into the city at the 
other end" says Alex McWhir- 
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Grounded: Trains and aircraft both avoid the most time-consuming drawback of modem travel - the traffic jam 


ter, technical editor of Business 
Tbavd. “With rail you leave a city 
centre and arrive in one.” 

Airlines are aware that rail 
companies need to increase pas- 
senger numbers rapidly, in order 
to make money. Many air trav- 
el companies are preparing more 


NEW FROM PENTAX: OUR SMALLEST 
EVER ZOOM COMPACT. 

It may be small, small enough 
ro slip into your top pocket, j - 

but it's certainly not short % 

on features. Trie nev.- efina Vji 

comes with Advanced Photo SS 

System technology, built- rn ' , ** i -.■■-r-tt 

electronic (lash, a 24-48mm zoom lens and quality 
Pentax optics. !n fact it's the smartest tittle camera 
you can get your paws on. For information call Pentax UK Ltd 
on 01753 792 792 or e-mail on info'S'photo. pentax. co.uk. 
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You don’t need luck, you need a 


PENTAX 


skirmishes with the railways. 
“Journeys less than 250 miles are 
considered the railways', but 
that still leaves London to Leeds 
and London to Teeside - which 
we would like to operate," says 
Sir Midtael Bishop, chairman of 
British Midland. 


Virgin Trains remains scep- 
tical of the airline’s chances. 
“On our London to Manches- 
ter route we have seen a 1 6 per 
cent increase in passengers. 
And, when we get the billion 
pound upgrade in, that will see 
trains reaching Manchester 


(from London) in 1 hour and 45 
miautes." However, these 
record times are some way off. 

The “lilting train" fleet, as 
well as the £ 2.1 bn worth of track 
and signalling improvements 
to Virgin's west-coast service, 
will not reduce travelling limes 


until 2002. Sir Michael claims 
that while the west coast is be- 
ing improved, the service will 
suffer. 

“1 lived in Manchester dur- 
ing the Sixties - when the west 
coast was last upgraded - and 
the line was speed-restricted 
because of the work.” 

Train companies point to 
the European experience. 
When the X2000 tilting train 
was introduced on the route be- 
tween Gothenburg and Stock- 
holm it reduced the travelling 
time to just three hours. It also 
wiped out the air market, forc- 
ing the domestic airline to cut 
its services by 70 per cent. 

But the battle is not just 
about journey times. 

Airports have much bigger 
catchment areas than rail sta- 
tions. Experts point out thai trav- 
ellers living in Brighton are 
more likely to drive to Gatwick 
and catch a plane than take a 
train into London for Heathrow. 

Rail operators are develop- 
ing plans to increase the area 
they serve. GNER, which runs 
trains from London to Scotland, , 
is looking to set up “parkway" I 
stations on the M25 which j 
would allow passengers to leave | 
their vehicles in vast car parks 
and take the train north. 

“We do very well against the 
airlines going south from, say, 
Newcastle," says Chris Garnett, 
managing director of GNER. 
“But not so weD the other way." 
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A Present for Yourself 

WIN the new Swatch Dect Telephone 
and a luxury break at 
Henlow Grange Health Farm 


Reopened rail line 
could relieve M40 





Start the New Year refreshed 
and invigorated by indulging 
yourself with the ideal present 
for your home and yourself. At 
Henlow Grange Health Farm 
there is a wide range of 
treatments such as manicures, 
facials and reflexology - the ideal 
way to overcome the indulgence 
and stress of Christinas. This 
package is worth £1.400. 

We are also offering the new 
digital cordless phone from 
Swatch * The Dect. The 
telephone is able make and 
receive calls up to 50 metres 
from die base station indoors or 
300 metres if you are outside, 
allowing complete mobility with 
crystal dear sound. Six handsets 
can operate from a single base 
station. You can also reach 
someone else in the house with 
the exceptional feature of free 
internal calls which can be made 
even when another external call 
is active on the same line. 


To enter this competition 
simply dial che number below, 
answer die following question 
on line and leave your name and 
full address: 

Q:What is the name of the 
new Swatch Telephone? 

Call 0930 525227 

for further information: 

Henlow Grange: 0 1 462 81/111 
(gift vouchers avaitaWe) 

Swatch: 0800 192192 


A rail line closed to passengers 
for 40 years could re-open. The 
£3 jd scheme would create a new 
station at Aston Rowam in Ox- 
fordshire - close to junction six 
on the M40 between Birming- 
ham and London, which is be- 
ing badly affected by 
delays caused by long-term 
roadworks. 

If plaas succeed, Chiitern 
Railways would provide haif- 
huurfy weekday services be- 
tween Aston Rowant and 
Marylebone station in London. 

At present, a preservation 
association runs weekend steam 
and diesel trains between 
Princes Risborough in Buck- 
inghamshire and Chinnor in 
Oxfordshire. 

The association’s deal with 
Chiitern would involve Cfcfltem’s 


bolding company, M40 Trains, 
extending the track between 
Chinnor and Aston Rowant. 

Chiitern could then operate 
50-minute journeys from Aston 
Rowant to Marylebone via 
Princes Risborough and High 
Wycombe, while the association 
would have an extended line to 
operate on at weekends. 

“Trains could be running in 
two to three years.” said a 
Chiitern spokeswoman. 

Adrian Shooter. Chiltern’s 
managing director added: “We 
believe this innovative scheme 
would offer real customer ben- 
efits to local people, both in 
terms of providing a service that 
has not been available for the 
last 40 years and in terms of 
helping reduce traffic on our 
crowded motorways.” 


Air delays ‘glitch’ 
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Passengers travelling to India 
were stranded at London's 
Heathrow airport for 48 hours 
because their Air India flights 
were heavily overbooked. 

The airline blamed a 
“glitch in the system” for too 
many tickets being sold for the 
flights, and 62 passengers hav- 
ing to stay at a hotel. 

The problem began on Fri- 
day when travellers arrived at 
Heathrow with confirmed 
tickets for the flight to Bom- 
bay to discover there were not 
enough seats on the plane. 

Ticketbolders stayed at a 
hotel with the promise of 
flight on Saturday. But that loo 
was overbooked and the prob- 


lem worsened when the same 
scene was replayed yesterday 
with more travellers joining the 
list of the stranded. 

One woman failed to get to 
her daughter's wedding today 
despite trying to board a flight 
with her scheduled ticket for 
three successive days. Others 
bad their plans badly disrupt- 
ed as onward connecting 
flights were missed. 

An Air India official said 
the stranded passengers would 
be put on a flight today: “We 
do have problems at Christ- 
mas, but this was an unfortu- 
nate situation ... We have 
apologised to the .passengers”. 

— Kim Senguptn 
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Stadium politics 
as Premiers 
kick-start talks 


It was an unlikely setting for a 
meeting between two heads of 
government But, as David 
McKittrick, Ireland Correspondent, 
records, after watching the 
football at St James’ Park, Tony 
Blair and the Irish Premier, Bertie 
Ahem, discussed the peace 
process. 


The two men met for about 45 minutes fol- 
lowing the Premiership match between 
Manchester United and Newcastle. 

The conversation centred mainly around 
the issue of the loyalist prisoners, which is 
threatening the peace process. Mr Ahem 
urged Mr Blair to consider the early release 
of both republican and loyalist prisoners, 
a tactic which he believes will underpin the 
ceasefires maintained by both the IRA and 
the Protestant paramilitaries. 

Mr Ahem said: “The failure to release 
them is obviously putting pressure on loy- 
alist politicians." But Mr Blair signalled no 
intention of a change in the British posi- 
tion, Irish sources said afterwards. The two 
men also examined ways of advancing the 
peace initiative in the New Year. 

The post -soccer meeting took place 
against a background of concern in both 
governments about the lack of progress in 
the Stormont multi-party talks, with some 
signs of disaffection in both the republi- 
can and loyalist camps. 

While few believe that either the talks 
process or the ceasefires are in danger of 
breakdown, debate continues on whether 
Dublin and London have been getting the 


balance right on the “confidence-building" 
measures they deploy to reassure opinion 
in the two communities. 

On the one hand. Unionists complain 
that London is in the business of appeas- 
ing republicans with what they describe as 
a stream of concessions on prisoners and 
other issues. Republicans, however, protest 
that the British move too slowly. 

The most immediate point of concern 
centres on threats from the Progressive 
Unionist Party to withdraw from the talks 
process. The Secretary of State for North- 
ern Ireland, Mo Mowlam, is to meet par- 
ty representatives in Belfast today. The party 
is small but strategically important in that 
it speaks for the paramilitary Ulster Vol- 
unteer Force, and has in recent years been 
enthusiastic about leaving paramiL'taiism 
behind and embracing politics. 

Now the party complains that its con- 
cerns, in particular about loyalist prison- 
ers, have been neglecLed. Its spokesman, 
Billy Hutchinson, said at the weekend: The 
British government have courted Lhe IRA, 
they have bent over backwards and they 
have not done anything for us. I don't think 
there is any point going further in this 
process because Mo Mowlam will not cre- 
ate a level playing field." 

The PUP took particular exception to 
Friday's releases of nine republican pris- 
oners in the Republic of Ireland. The Irish 
government's view is that such releases can 
help stabilise the ceasefires, and that sim- 
ilar moves should be made in Northern Ire- 
land. The releases mean that since 16 July, 
have been released before the end of their 
sentences. A further 30 remain in prison 
in the Republic. 



Sounds like trouble: Thousands of Irish soldiers have settled for amounts averaging £22,000 for being deafened by the noise of gunfire 

turn deaf ear to financial advantage 



Young Blair 
recedes 


Tony Blair in March 




... and on Saturday 


Are the trials and burdens of office start- 
ing to take their loll on the Prime Minis- 
ter? These pictures taken on March, just 
before the election, and on Saturday, 
show that the last nine months have been 
long and hard for Tony Blair 

He is looking older and greyer and a new 
haircut has not helped. The youthful look, 
which voters were said to have found so 
engaging, appears to be waning. It could 
be said, of course, that Mr Blair bas ac- 
quired Lhe grmiias befitting an international 
statesman. But others, including some 
Labour MPs, say he is looking tired after 
a full and sometimes troublseome politi- 
cal calendar. 

The quiff is pruned, showing signs of re- 
cession on the forehead, and the trimmed 
sides reveal touches of grey. Particularly 
noticeable at Question Tune is a “helicopter 
pad" of bald patch on the crown. 

Mr Blair's image and the fortunes of his 
hair, in particular, has been been closely 
charted by the media, and in turn moni- 
tored by Labour's spin doctors. At the par- 
ty conference in Blackpool last year, one 


aide saw the leader's tresses flying in the 
air and frantically sent a pager message to 
a colleague “Do something about the 
hair" 

Two months later, the Financial Times 
incurred Millbank's wrath after claims that 
the then Leader of the Opposition had been 
smoothing down his bouffant hair to raise 
his appeal with female voters. 

Party spokespeople condemned the 
report as “pathetic and untrue”. Mr Blair's 
own response was “My problem is not 
changing my hair, it’s keeping it". 

What do the Tories make of Mr Blair’s 
current image? One of John Major's for- 
mer aides said: “lam not surprised he looks 
tired with all the interesting questions be- 
ing asked about Geoffrey Robinson, and 
social security benefits, and Formula One 
and smoking. 

“But when it comes to hair we are on 
dodgy grounds. John Major could have tak- 
en Blair on easily , but William Hague does 
suffer deeply hims elf in the follically- 
challenged department". 

— Kim Sengupta 


The Dublin government is facing huge hills 
as it deals with an avalanche of compen- 
sation cases taken by Irish soldiers who 
claim their hearing has been damaged by 
the noise of gunfire. 

The suras involved are troubling even 
for a state rendered cash-rich by the ex- 
traordinary economic boom of recent 
years. One prediction of the final bill is 
£350ra. though there is a “doomsday sce- 
nario" estimate that it amid reach £2bn. 

The fact that a thousand cases have al- 
ready been settled for amounts averaging 
£22,000 has led to a tidal wave of new 
claims. Ten thousand have now been 
lodged by one-quarter of all serving per- 
sonnel together with many former soldiers. 
They are still pouring in at the rate of more 
than one hundred a week, forcing the au- 
thorities to detail SO staff to work full-time 
on the issue. 

The net result has been a bonanza for 
military men and lawyers and heated de- 
bate on how many of the claims might be 
falsified. It has also produced a wave of 
criticism and ridicule of the Irish military 
for allegedly cashing in on what many re- 
gard as an occupational hazard. 

A letter to one newspaper said: “Imag- 
ine what sport Gilbert and Sullivan would 


have had with the farcical notion of an al- 
legedly deaf army suing the Crown, and 
the even more farcical notion of the 
Crown paying up." A left-wing politician 
commented wryly lhat the military had dis- 
covered “an instrument of redistribution 
of wealth not vet heard of in any other 
countries". 

The chairman ut the Dail's public ac- 
counts committee. Jim Mitchell, declared: 


with modem ear protection which reduces 
the sound of gunfire while still allowing 
orders to be heard. 

Prior to that, however, aural safe- 
guards were rather more primitive. In 1952 
a force order recommended the use of cot- 
ton wool; nine years later another order 
upgraded this to cotton wool “moistened 
with a little soft Vaseline”. Plastic earplugs 
arrived in 1972. 


BY DAVID McKITTRICK 


“Let's be blunt about this. Anybody who 
thinks this is not a scam must be blind. We 
are a laughing stock among defence 
forces around the world." The ministry’ of 
defence ascribed the phenomenon, in mure 
measured terms, to “a very litigious soci- 
ety. no accepted measurement system for 
high-tone hearing loss and a very gener- 
ous judiciary". 

The miiitaiy personnel involved, how- 
ever. say the cases arise from official neg- 
ligence and real hearing damage. Since 
1987. troops exposed to the noise of ar- 
tillery. tanks and so on have been issued 


Some soldiers claim they and the army' 
were both aware lhat hearing damage was 
being inflicted. Reportedly some soldiers 
bought their own hearing protection, 
painting it in army colours, but were 
banned from using it because it was not 
standard issue. 

As the trickle of claims became a flood, 
criticism was directed at “ambulance- 
chasing” lawyers. The defence minister, 
Michael Smith, said the stale would com- 
pensate anyone with a genuine grievance 
but not those "whose handicap is so small 
that they did not notice it until they spot- 


ted an advertisement in the paper induc- 
ing them to make a claim". 

The measurement of the alleged hand- 
icap is another source of contention. A de- 
fence department witness told the public 
accounts committee that some with per- 
fect hearing for their age were receiving 
up to £45,000 in court awards, saying they 
would not qualify’ for compensation in the 
United Kingdom or the United States. It 
bas been reported that by the standards 
of the British army, only 10 per cent of 
claimants could expect compensation- 
The government is urgently trying to es- 
tablish an agreed assessment system. 

Senior miiitaiy men have reacted to al- 
legations of a widespread scam in what 
might be termed an over-defensive man- 
ner. One took grave exception to a sarcastic 
column in the Irish Times , responding that 
the “slights and cheap jibes on the legal 
profession can only be viewed as an attack 
on the very fundamentals of democracy 
as enshrined in our Constitution". 

In the meantime, the Irish government 
is trying to staunch the outflow of public 
money which the defence minister as de- 
scribed as “a juggernaut careering down 
a hill with no brakes and preparing to run 
over the ordinary taxpayer”. 



Three from same family killed in cycling tragedy 


A family has been devastated after a triple 
road accident led to the deaths of two broth- 
ers and their brother-in-law. Seven sons and 
daughters, from toddler-age to adult, lost 
their fathers after three cyclists were in 
collision with a car on Saturday night. 

The crash happened in misty, wet and 
dark conditions on the fast and unlit A193 
in Blyth, Northumberland, at 5.30pm. 


Henry Bryan Harrison, 38, his brother Alan 
Harrison. 33, both of Blyth. and their broth- 
er-in-law Donald Arthur Smith, 49, also 
from the town, all died in the collision in- 
volving a white Ford Mondeo. The driver 
was being questioned by police yesterday. 

Henry Harrison, known by his middle 
name, Bryan, was the father of an cighi- 
year-old boy, David. A former bus driver 


and mechanic, he gave up his job to raise 
his son as a divorced lone parent. 

Alan Harrison was the father of a fivc- 
raonth-old daughter. Jessica. He was bring- 
ing her up with his wife of eight years. Clare. 
He was a plumber, but had recently gained 
a degree and qualified as a chartered 
surveyor. 

Donald Smith was married to the broth- 


ers' sister, Elizabeth, and they had three chil- 
dren. Elaine, 25. Steven, 23, and 17-year- 
old Katherine, who is expecting her first 
child. He also had two children by a pre- 
vious marriage. 

The one surviving cyclist from the 
crash, Ray Wails, 25, suffered a broken leg 
and was treated at the Whnsbeck General 
Hospital, in Northumberland. 
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MARKETING MANAGER 
Market leader in supplying business information to 
the Former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe 
requires direct mail Marketing Manager. This is a 
strategic rale and candidate will need (o demons t rate 
strong direct mail marketing experience, analytical 
capabilities and good knowledge of business 
conditions in the FSU and Eastern Europe. Russian 
language would be on advantage. Competitive 
salary. London based. 

Please write with full CV to: Box L2577 


Head of Marketing 


New Vic Theatre, Newcastle-under-Lyme 
Salary: c.EI 8,000 


An Imaginative and experienced professional is required 
to spearhead the company's marketing and PR strategy. 
Strong strategic thinking, combined with leadership 
skills, flaw and creative approach are essential. 


Management experience and evidence of success in 
promoting regional theatre Is also desirable. 

For a full Information pack, please telephone:* 
Ludo Keston, General Manager 
01782 717954 
Closing date lor receipt 
of written applications:- 
PH 5th January, 1998 

HH An Equal Opportunities Employer 


DEPUTY PICTURE EDITOR 


The independent W looking for a 
Deputy Picture Editor. 

Experience is essential as is an extensive knowledge of agencies 
and photographers. 

Enthusiasm, an eye for detail and the ability to think laterally are vital. 
The successful candidate w-ill hjve previously held positions of 
responsibility within the newspaper industry and have appropriate 
management skills. 

You will he someone who Likes an entirely different look at the news, 
who has a creative talent and the ability to search out an exclusive. 

To apply please send a current CV with a daytime telephone 
number and salary details to: 

The Editor, The Independent, One Canada Square, 

Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL. 

Quoting reference IND 003 by 31st December 1997 
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GRAPHIC DESIGNER 

DOES THIS SOUND LIKE YOU? 


A vacancy for a G raphk Dexfgier has arisen h the 
Mtrietjqg Services Deprtmentaf The Independent 
and Independent on Sunday. 

Supporting a ®am of desjfpen and reporting to 
the Head of Marketing Services, the successful 
c and i d a te w8 be responsible far man agin g and 
overseeing all aspects of design for The 
AdfflrfsemBtt department 
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IkEoaur, FhOGcahap) product last accurate wort, 
whist dsdbgwnhdernandtegdeaches. Thorough 
production knowledge is essential 
The Company offers a competitive salary aid 
excellent benefits package Induing 2S days 
hofchy, Free private health insurance, free use of 
the onsite fitness centre and a subsidsed staff 
restaurant 

Interested applicants should send a current CV 
and a covering letter along with two qf 

recent work ax Group Ffersonnef Manager. 23rd 
Floor. The Independent One Canada Square. 
London EH 5AP, quoting reference: bufi04. 
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Entertainment Agency seeks 
individual able to access black 
Gospel and R&B music 
markets. The person appointed 
must have a proven track record 
of producing, directing and 
presenting music programs for 
the media (recording, film, and 
TV). In addition to production, 
individual must be skilled in 
and have proven understanding 
of marketing for broadcast and 
cable TV in the U.S. 

Salary' dependent on experience. 
C.V. should be sent to 

EUie Jay Agency, 
do Allan Cutler, 
Elstree Film Studios, 
Borehamwood, 

Herts WD6 1JG. 
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HUH 3 Production 


Head of Drama 

BBC Scotland 

Salary according to qualifications and experience. Glasgow. 

Andrea Calderwood's decision to pursue a career in feature films has 
created an opportunity for a dynamic individual to build on the significant 
success® of television drama from BBC Scotland over the past foUT 
years. The range of output from feature films like Mr* Brown, through 
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Retired soldiers grow militant over pension levels 


Former members of the 
Gurkhas, the Nepalese 
soldiers recruited by the 
British army, are 
planning to take the 
British government to 
court in their fight for 
better pensions. As 
Prince Charles prepares ■ 
to visit Nepal, the 
Gurkhas’ anger is 
intensifying and has 
resulted in a mutiny. Our 
correspondent reports 
from Kathmandu. 









••tM . 


* 

^ f §£ T 



Cause for complaint: 

When serving, Gurkhas are 
paid about the same as 
British soldiers, but on 
retirement, they get a 
pension of only £25 month 
Photograph; Jon Garthwake, 
Royal Navy 
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It was announced last week 
that the Prince of V&leswiD pay 
an official visit to Nepal in 
February. The way things are 
going in Kathmandu, he will be 
flying into trouble. 

Prince Charles is Colonel-ln- 
Chief of the Gurkhas, the leg- 
endary but rapidly shrinking 
fighting force famous, in the 
words of the First World War 
British Gurkha officer Sir 
Ralph Turner, for being “in- 
domitable, uncomp laining, un- 
wavering". But now they are 
complaining mightily about 
their pensions, and in a mood 
to do something drastic about 
them. 

While they serve in the 
British Army, Gurkhas are paid 
essentially the same as British 
soldiers - a minimum of £800 
per month. On retirement, how- 
ever, which for Gurkhas (unless 
they have done something very 
wrong) comes after a mini- 
mum of 15 years, they get a pen- 
sion of only £25 per month - far 
less than British soldiers, who 
after 22 years, if they managed 
to stay in that long, would re- 
tire on half-pay. 

The British government’s 
legal justification for this dif- 
ferential is the Tripartite Agree- 
ment signed by Britain, India 
and Nepal in 1947, following In- 
dia's independence. Gurkhas 
also serve in the Indian Army, 
and at that time, to prevent a 
surge of Nepalese applicants out 
of Lhe Indian Army and into the 
British, pension rates for 
Gurkhas in both British and In- 
dian forces were pegged at the 
same level. And so it remains 
today. Some 50,000 Gurkhas 
serve in the Indian Army today, 
compared with 3,400 in the 
British forces. The pay in the 
two forces is wildly different, but 
pensions are comparable. 

In Kathmandu the chair- 
man of the Nepal Ex-Service- 
men’s Association (NesaJ, 
Major Dipak Bahadur Gurung, 
has been campaigning doggedly 
for a raise in pensions for five 
years. To date be has had no sue- 
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cess, and now his association has 
split In two, with the far more 
militant Gurkha Army Ex- 
Servicemen's Organisation 
(Gaeso}. largely representing 
riflemen and NCOs, now de- 
manding absolute parity with 
their British counterparts. They 
have held demonstrations draw- 
ing up to 6.000 people. They are 
also alleged to have been behind 
a mutiny in Brunei on 23 March 
in which the two British com- 
manding officers of the Sultan 


BY PETER 
POPHAM 


of Brunei's private force were 
captured and held at gunpoint 
by their own men. As a result 
of that incident, 11 soldiers 
who were members of Gaeso 
were discharged from the force. 

In an attempt to raise the 
stakes' further, on 18 December 
Gaeso declared its intention to 
sue the British government In 
a statement released in Nepal, 
they said: "We have already sub- 
mitted a memo with our four- 
point demand to the new prime 
minister. If nothing comes of it 
we will soon be filing a law suiL" 
They intend to sue under the 
British Army Act and the Race 
Relations Act. 


Major Dipak Gurung, head 
of the more moderate Nesa, 
says that the Gurkhas' griev- 
ances arc well founded. “The 
Tripartite Agreement was jus- 
tifiable 50 years ago. but now it’s 
out of date," he said “When a 
Gurkha leaves the army it is like 
sending a person from heaven 
to hell. We are spoiled in 
Britain. We gel used to drink- 
ing beer, whisky and hrandy. 

“But when people are retired 
it's very different. You see the 
older retirees up in the hills, 
they're walking around without 
shoes, making a few rupees 
carrying loads, eating meat only 
twice a year.” 

But although the ex-British 
Gurkhas in Nepal would seem 
to be split between the moder- 
ately bitter and the extremely 
bitter, a highly placed British 
diplomatic source believes that 
many Gurkhas take a longer < 
view. 

“Many of them see that the 1 
future of the British Gurkhas 
is at stake," he said. “The regi- 1 
merit has shrunk from 16.000 
in the late Fifties to 3,400 to- | 
day. They realise that if Lhe 
Gurkhas are seen to be too ex- 
pensive. the British govern- 
ment might cut them back 
even further. 

“The reason for Nepalese 
joining the British Army is the 
pay. A lot of the money comes 
back here to support extended 
families. Some see that risking 


the regiment's future would 
not be in the interest of their 
families." 

The apparently miserly pen- 
sion provision is eked out by 
money raised by the Gurkha 


Welfare Fund, a charity, which 
in 1997 spent £32m in Nepal on 
helping older retired Gurkhas 
and their families, giving med- 
ical provision at centres dotted 
round the country, building 


bridges and contributing to wa- 
ter supply projects. 

On the face of it, the Gov- 
ernment’s pension policy seems 
unfair, if not rarisL In Nepal, 
however, where the cost of liv- 


ing is minuscule compared to 
Britain, enthusiasm for the 
Gurkhas' case is harder to de- 
tect among non-Gurkhas than 
envy for the rates they earn 
while serving. Any Gurkha sol- 


dier with a modicum of pru- 
dence should, over the course 
of 15 years, be able to salt 
away thousands. of pounds for 
his retirement (unless his ex- 
tended family spends it all first). 

Major Dipak Gurung is ob- 
viously not an average case, but 
in retirement, according to bis 
business card, he is head of 
Nepal Real Estate. Gandaki 
Noodles, and Gurkha Man- 
power International. His son 
went to a public school Ard- 
ingjy, in Sussex, and is now aL 
a foreign university. 

As a senior officer who has 
done his time at Buckingham 
Palace, Major Gurung couches 
his association's demands re- 
spectfully. “We would be very 
grateful if we were paid on par 
with our British counterparts," 
he says. His rivals, however, are 
in no mood for nice manners. 
They look at Singapore, and see 
Gurkhas in the forces there be- 
ing paid pensions which are the 
same as native Singaporean 
soldiers. They are in no mood 
to back down. Prince Charles 
will need all bis new-found 
charm to bring them round. 
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While 
there's 
nothing 
like a dame, 
there's 


nothing 


like a 
Theatre 
Token. 


Give someone a great night 
out at any show at over 
160 theatres nationwide, * 
Including all of 
London's West End. 

Simply buy Theatre Tokens 
. from most branches of 
WH Smith, John Menzies, 
Haxnmicks, Books etc., through 
Hcketmaster 0171344 4444, 
Tickets London 0171 416 6012 
or 

Call our 24 hour Tokenline 

0171 240 8800 
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Serbia’s presidential 
poll haunted by 
phantom politics 


Serbs were invited to 
vote for a president 
yesterday for the fourth 
time in two months. But 
apathy once again 
threatened to nullify the 
result. Andrew Gumbel 
describes the growing 
desperation of a country 
where politics is 
logjammed and the 
economy is in tatters. 


thinking that Mr Milosevic's 
man might not be so bad after 
all. That leaves two possible out- 
comes - another inquorate elec- 
tion, with yet another repeat 
slated for February, or victoiy 
for Mr MQutinovic. 

Either way, the real master 
of ceremonies will remain Mr 
Milosevic. Although his party, 
the SPS, no longer commands 
a majority in parliament, he 
seems to be having no trouble 
manipulating the political scene 
just as surely as he did when he 
was the openly autocratic ruler 


Yesterday's run-off for the Ser- 
bian presidency was between 
the Yugoslav Foreign Minister, 
Milan Milutinovic, and the ul- 
tranationalist Radical Party 
leader, Vbjislav Seselj. 

Mr Milutinovic, a faithful 
servant of the real master of Ser- 
bian politics, Slobodan Milo- 
sevic, came out on top of the 
first round, held two weeks 
ago; he can expect stiff compe- 
tition. however, since Mr Seselj 
was the nominal winner of the 
last presidential election, held 
two months ago and annulled 
because less than half of the 
electorate turned out to vote. 

lb call the occasion an elec- 
tion in any meaningful sense 
would be quite misleading, how- 
ever. Nothing about the affair 
has been fair or transparent, as 
the Organisation for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe 
pointed out in a strongly word- 
ed statement after the first 
round. Mr Milosevic's ruling or- 
der controls the electoral com- 
missions, the most important 
media, and the observation 
teams at polling stations. Polit- 
ical parties with an interest in 
democratic reforms have sim- 
ply boycotted the entire process. 

Evety political analyst in 
Serbia believes that Mr Seselj 
will never become president - 
bis purpose, it seems, is to 
scare the outside world into 



Slobodan Milosevic Former 
ruler is controlling influence 


of a Communist Serbia 10 years 
ago. Supposed opponents, like 
the crypto- fascist Mr Seselj or 
the pseudo-reformist Vuk 
Draskovic, seem quite content 
to prop him up in exchange for 
a few crumbs from his table. 

What we are seeing is a giant 
exercise in phantom politics. 
Change is not on the agenda, and 
democratic change is quite out 
of the question. Less than a year 
after last winter’s dramatic street 
protests, in which Mr Milosevic 
appeared to be cornered by a 
spirited outburst of public in- 
dignation, the energy and en- 
thusiasm has gone. Belgrade's 
intellectuals have sunk into 
gloom, and the country seems 
gripped by a fatalistic depression. 

“People have lost hope, and 


now all they concentrate on is 
surviving,'’ observed one Bel- 
grade writer. Wages are frozen, 
state salaries and pensions are 
several months in arrears, and 
the currency is forever losing 
ground against the German 
mark, but prices continue to soar. 
The economy has effectively 
collapsed and the only question 
is the extent of the disaster. 

Factories are bumping along 
at 10 or 20 per cent of capad- 
ty. Since the international com- 
munity has maintained its 
“outer wall" of sanctions against 
Serbia and Montenegro, deny- 
ing the two republics access to 
international credit tines, out- 
side investment cannot arrive. 
When Mr Milosevic travelled to 
China and Russia recently, in his 
new role as president of feder- 
al Yugoslavia, much was made 
on state television of the trade 
deals be signed. But these were 
no more than barter arrange- 
ments, with Serbia effectively 
begging for essential imports in 
exchange for ofl and gas supplies 
it is barely capable of providing. 

The international community 
has maintained a two-edged at- 
titude to Serbia: on the one hand 
looking to Mr Milosevic as a 
guarantor of the Dayton peace 
process in Bosnia, and on the 
other keeping up pressure in the 
hope that he will deliver the 
three things the West still wants: 
the handover of indicted war 
criminals living in Serbia, a fi- 
nancial settlement of the assets 
of the pre-war Yugoslavia, which 
he holds, and a political settle- 
ment in the province of Koso- 
vo, whose majority Albanian 
population is clamouring for au- 
tonomy in the face of heavy Ser- 
bian police and army repression. 

For the moment, the politi- 
cal gridlock in Serbia is a con- 
venient excuse for Mr Milosevic 
to ignore the Kosovo issue. So 
it festers away, tike another 
B alkan sore, with no prospect 
of a solution. 



High note: Salvatore Accardo conducting the first concert to be performed in the Senate in Rome, by the Italian 
Chamber Orchestra yesterday, to mark the 50th anniversary of the Italian constitution Photograph: Alessandro Bianchi 


Deaths spark 
riots in 
French cities 
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The shooting by police of 

two young men, in . . . 

separate incidents near 
Lyons and Fontainebleau, 
has sparked another 
round of violence in 
French cities. John Lichfield 
reports from Paris. 
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ftbrice Fernandez, 24, was shot 
in the mouth in bfrarre cir- 
cumstances by a police officer 
while answering questions at a 
police station in Lyons. 
Abdeticadher Bouziane, 16, was 
shot and killed when his car 

crashed through a police road- 
block near Fontainebleau. 

The death of the two men ig- 
nited two nights of riots in the. 
“quartiers difficiles" (sink sub- 
urbs) in which they lived. The 
violence brings to a head weeks 
of rumbling in the deprived in- 
ner suburbs of a score of towns 
all over France. 

The National Front, and 
some mainstream right-wing 
politicians, have used the vio- 
lence provoked by the inci- 
dents to call for a police 
clamp-down on deprived areas. 

Both men were French born 
from immigr ant backgrounds, 
Mr Bouziane's family from 
North Africa and Mr Fernan- 
dez’s from Spain. 

Mr Bouziane was driving - 
under age - his mother’s car 
when he refused to stop for po- 
lice. Four shots were fired, one 
killing Mr Bouziane and an- 
other wounding a 19-year-old 
passenger- The death triggered 
two nights of dashes between 
youths and riot police in suburbs 
between Mehzn and Fontaine- 
bleau where the men lived. 

Mr Fernandez was arrested 
in Lyons, with his two half- 
brothers. A rifle was taken 
from one of the brothers. At the 
police station, an officer picked 
it up and threatened to fire if 
the group did not shut up. The 
gun went off, hitting Mr Fer- 
nandez in the mouth and killing 
him instantly. The policeman 
has been plaixdin. custody. . . 
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Lithuania votes for 
new president 


Lithuanians have been voting in their sec- 
ond presidential poll since leaving the for- 
mer Soviet Union, and were expected to 
elect political novice Arturas Paulauskas. 

Opinion surveys suggested that Mr 
Paulauskas. 44, was likely to win the first 
round and go through to a run-off with 71- 
year-old Lithuanian-American Valdus 
Adamkus, with the independence leader 
Vytautas Landsbergis trailing in third. Mr 
Landsbergis campaigned on his experience 
as the man who spearheaded the revolt 
against Moscow’s rule, but commentators 
believe Lithuanians crave fresh faces. 

Mr Paulauskas is a former prosecutor 
general whose work has spanned both the 
communist and post-communist eras. He 
had been endorsed by the popular outgo- 
ing president, Algjrdas Brazauskas. 

The most recent opinion polL pub- 
lished by the Respublika newspaper, showed 
Mr Paulauskas with 33.9 per cent, Mr 
Adamkus with 29.3 per cent and Mr Lands- 
bergis with 12i> percent If no one gets more 
than 30 per cent of the votes, the two top 
candidates will face a run-off on 4 January. 


Germans 
caught in 
60 -mile jam 


Christmas tree comes 
down with a bang 


Truckers, holiday travellers and 
icy weather helped create a 
marathon traffic jam on the 
autobahn to Poland stretching 
almost 60 miles and trapping 
some drivers for 48 hours. 

The jam started early Friday, 
when freezing rain slowed 
truckers driving east from 
Berlin to Fraokfurt-an-der- 
Oder, the sole border-crossing 
for trucks to Poland. 

Adding to the jam were 
Germans driving to Poland for 
cheap Christmas shopping and 
Poles who live in Germany 
heading home for the holidays. 
Many trucks were unable to 
move because the roads were 
too stick. 

By yesterday rooming the ve- 
hicles - mostly trucks - were 
backed up from the border to 
the southern edge of Berlin, 
about 56 miles away. 


The self-proclaimed “largest Christmas tree 
in Europe" exploded and burned to the 
ground outside the casino in Monte Car- 
lo on Saturday nighL 

The demise of the £100,000 tree - 
actually 450 trees draped on a 100ft 
conical frame - is the latest misfortune to 
strike the celebrations for the 700th 
anniversary of Grimaldi family rule in 
Monaco. 

A short-circuit in one of the 2,200 
strings of fairy lights needed to decorate 
the monster tree is blamed for the disaster. 
Several cars had to be moved out of 
the reach of the flames but none was 
damaged. 

The official Christmas tree of the prin- 
cipality was larger than usual this year to 
mark the royal anniversary. 

The celebrations have already been 
somewhat scarred by political bickering on 
the future of the principality and the 
failure of most other European royal 
families to attend a gala event in the sum- 
mer. 

— John Udifield 
Paris 


Croatian press in the dock as 
Tudjman pursues his enemies 


A trial opens in Zagreb today 
where press freedom itself 
seems to be in the dock. Steve 
Cravfshaw reports on crime and 
punishment, in President Franjo 
Tudjman’s Croatia. 


lb the surprise of most observers, the 
judge acquitted the editors last Septem- 
ber. Shortly afterwards, Croatia was ad- 
mitted into the Council of Europe - in 
effect, the waiting room for membership 
of the European Union. Croatia's mem- 
bership had been put on hold, not least 
because of concerns about freedom of the 


Feral Tribune, an impudently satirical 
weekly, is not known for showing rever- 
ence towards the powers that be. In Croa- 
tia these days such reverence is 
compulsory. Hence - at least in the view 
of many critics of the Croatian regime - 
today’s court case. 

The editors of the Feral Tribune have 
already been in court before, in connec- 
tion with the offending article and pho- 
tographs, which appeared to compare 
President Tudjman with Ante Pavelic, 
leader of the Croatian fascist state dur- 
ing the Second World Wir, and with Gen- 
eral Franco, the Spanish dictator. They 
were prosecuted under a new law for- 
bidding defamation of the President. 


press. 

The state prosecutor appealed, how- 
ever. Another court has argued that the 
acquittal of the journalists - editor Vik- 
tor Ivancic and leading writer Marinko 
Culic - has “no basis in law", and was “an 
essential violation of the rules of legal pro- 
ceedings". Result: the case is returning to 
the Zagreb municipal court, for a “revised 
trial". 

The court originally ruled that it was 
“absurd, unreal and inappropriate" to con- 
sider that a satirical photomontage could 
be regarded as a criminal offence. But the 
appeal court has in effect demanded that 
the municipal court judge come up with 
a better answer - “In the revised dial the 
court mil remove all omissions pointed 


out and deliver a new sentence that must 
be explained properly". 

Earlier this year. Feral Tribune pub- 
lished what amounted to a defence of its 
earlier attacks on Tudjman, with a cata- 
logue of actions which appeared to 
demonstrate a tolerance of the Ustashe 
legacy. The original article, entitled 
“Bones in a Blender", attacked the 
“crazy and morbid" plan to “mix together 
the bones of the victims with those of the 
criminals" at Jasenovac, a notorious Us- 
tashe concentration camp, by lining up 
the dead on both sides. Officially, this is 
seen as "reconciliation". 

The attacks on Feral Tribune are only 
part of a wider pattern of putting pres- 
sure on independent thinkers in Croat- 
ia. Zvonimir Cicak. a leading human 
rights activist, faces prosecution for al- 
leged false statements about President 
Tudjman. George Soros's Open Society 
Institute in Zagreb was recently prose- 
cuted for falsifying official records, in a 
move that was widely perceived as 
political. 









•• ..t - - vL 







IJ&O 


THE INDEPENDENT 
MONDAY 22 DECEMBER 1997 

II 


11/WORLD NEWS 


*th S 

,|: S in 
9f ich 


s ^k 


3 ^ Poll, 

Jr ‘- * c on^ S 

' 1 -flifVl B “^"h 

^ns. 


Caution is the watchword 
as Laos goes to polls 

Wth all the candidates approved by the ruling Communist 
party, Laotians voted for a new parliament that is expected 
to continue gradual changes towards a more open econo- 
my. Results will be known in four to five days as tallies come 
in from isolated areas. Among the 159 candidates contest- 
ing the 99 National Assembly seats, all but four private busi- 
nessmen are members of the Lao People’s Revolutionary 
Pany.^ Though the power structure is unthrealened by the 
vote, h is the closest th ing to an opinion poll since the niJ- 
ing party came to power at the end of the imWhir.» con- 
ffictinl 975- -AP. Vientiane 

Obasanjo in hospital 

, y 

An imprisoned former Nigerian military ruler has been tak- 
en to hospital Jess than nvo weeks after iiisfonner vice-pres- 
ident died after being taken to a hospital from his own jail 
celt Olusegun Obasanjo, the first Nigerian militar y ruler voi- 
untariiy to surrender power to a civilian president, was hos- 
pitalised in the northern city of Yola, where he is serving a 
15-year sentence on charges of plotting to oust the military 
government of Sani Abac ha. Af» Lagos 

New Nazi row hits army 

The German army, struggling to fend off cbajges that it is 
a haven for neo-Nazis, suffered another setback when two 
former soldiers said they had seen incidents of right-wing 
extremism. One said officers often sang Nazi songs and lis- 
tened to speeches by Hitler at a barracks in Bavaria. The 
other former soldier, son of the former transport minist er 
Guenther Krause, told Bild am Sonntag (hat he witnessed 
^numerous cases of extremisn, including officers shouting u Sieg 
'SfLeil*. — Reuters, Bonn 

Iran pressing for change 

Iran will have its first newspaper independent of political 
factions in about four weeks, its editor said. The newspaper 
will be called Je/nee , or Society in Persian, and will launch 
with a circulation of 50,000 a day, aiming to reach 500,000 
within, a year, said the editor, Mahmoud Shams, adding t hat 
Iran's existing papers were affiliated with the moderate or 
hardline factions in the Islamic government. F«rh at tac ks 
the rival faction. Jamee will be the first paper to be owned 
by shareholders rather than a company. — AP, Tehran 

Season of ill-will 

t Argentina’s Foreign Minister has sent his annual Christmas 
?jgift to the inhabitants of the Falkland Islands - which are 
^claimed by Argentina - hoping to charm them out of their 
mistrust of Buenos Aires. Guido Di Tfella mailed five dif- 
ferent books about Patagonia, the southern region of Ar- 
gentina. “It harts me to see how much you stfl] distrust us,” 
Mr Di TfeUa wrote in the accompanying message to the Bilk- 
land Islanders, who have responded to many of his past over- 
tures with silence. — Reuters, Stanley 



Uncertain future: Montserratians watching smoke above the Soufriere Hilts volcano from Salem, the de facto capital which they were forced to evacuate 

Montserrat fears Britain’s hidden agenda 


The 4,000 people still on 
the volcano-stricken 
island of Montserrat are 
upset, but defiant. They 
think Britain may force 
them to flee their 
homeland in the next 
two months. Britain 
denies it but; as our 
correspondent reports, 
the mother country’s 
word is not what it was. 

Stepping off the Montserrat 
ferry onto the tiny Heritage 
Quay jetty on the popular 
tourist island of Antigua, the 
contrast hits you in the face. On 


the other side of the jetty was 
the magnificent sailing ship 
Mandalay . ready to take Amer- 
icans and Europeans on a lux- 
ury cruise. 

The ferry MV Deluxe had 
made a stomach-churning two 
hour trip. But it was the only way 
to get off the volcano island of 
Montserrat, where there are no 
cruise ships, no hotels, no 
tourists, only a handful of 
makeshift shops, just 4,000 
refugees and stubborn residents. 

Some passengers, all 
Montserratians, were simply 
going to shop for Christmas pre- 
sents - there is virtually noth- 
ing to buy on the island - 
intending to return on the af- 
ternoon ferry. Others were 


Contract Food and Management Services - Remote Site Management - Service Vouchers and Cards - Leisure Services 


Annual results 


headed for a new life in Eng- 
land, taking up a British gov- 
ernment offer of a one-way 
ticket. . 

On Montserrat, almost 
everyone believed the latest 
rumour. Britain has decided 
that the volcano is still threat- 
ening and plans to announce a 
forced evacuation of the re- 
maining residents by February. 
“Leave we must?" asked a ban- 
ner headline on the local 
□ewssheet the Montserrat Re- 
porter. 

The fear that Britain had a 
“hidden agenda" to evacuate the 
island had been prevalent for 
months, at least since the 
Soufriere Hills’ volcano's major 
eruptions in the summer which 
wiped out the capital. Plymouth. 
Bui the belief that an evacuation 
had been decided and was im- 
minent peaked after a story in 
the Sunday Times earlier this 
month, which quoted British vol- 
canologists as saying the island 
may soon be uninhabitable. 

The British government de- 
nied any such plan. The 


Montserratian government said 
it had beard of no such thing. 
And the scientists quoted in the 
Sunday Times later denied talk- 
ing to tire newspaper or said 
they had been badly misquoted. 


BY PHIL 
DAVISON 


What is sure is that the volca- 
nologists have drawn up a new 
report and that the British gov- 
ernment is studying this and 
considering the options. 

“The preliminary scientific 
briefing indicates that the risk 
to the northern part of 
Montserrat is currently very 
low,” said a joint statement by 
British governor Anthony Ab- 
bott and Montserratian Chief 
(Prime ) Minister David BrandL 

The 4,000 remaining resi- 
dents are living in the northern 
third of the island, most of 


them refugees from the south 
now living with relatives, in 
shelters or in new simple 
dwellings recently built by 
British aid. Before the volcano 
first erupted in 1995, there were 
1 2.000 islanders, mostly in the 
harbour resort of Plymouth - 
now abandoned and destroyed. 

Mr Abbott recently angered 
islanders by describing some of 
them as a “mob” when they 
marched to his residence to pro- 
tect the evacuation of the village 
of Salem, which had become die 
de facto capital but was deemed 
too close to the volcano. 

Islanders are living in an area 
of only a few square miles. 
There are only two grocery 
stores, a handful of bars, and 
two banks operating from pri- 
vate houses. Many, if not most 
residents feel Britain is delib- 
erately trying to squeeze them 
ouL 

“People are beginning to 
see this as a spiritual ethnic 
cleansing,” local businessman 
Don Romeo said. “I think the 
scientists are under pressure to 


come up with bad news to gel 
us OUL” 

The island's chief immigra- 
tion officer, Sgt Kenneth Win- 
speare agreed. “This is our 
home. And there's no place like 
home.” be said. 

Mike Emmanuel, an Amer- 
ican businessman and resident, 
said- “The British government’s 
unexplainable delays and 
inability to make decisions 
makes if seem like they have a 
hidden agenda. If we don't 
have enough anxiety, the British 
are doing a lot to make it 
worse." 

John Wilson, a local busi- 
nessman, said: “In time, 
Montserrat will be claimed by the 
people,” he said. “The people, 
descendants of Africans, en- 
slaved and now still manipulat- 
ed, will take what their parents 
suffered and died for. The land 
isouis and someday we wfll lib- 
erate iL In time, Montserrat wOl 
be free and independent despite 
the devious plans and schemes 
to take the land and keep the 
people subservient” 
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The Board cf^marxs of Sodetdmmtut^ the dtairmitlup 
of Pierre BELLON to dose the accounts for the year ended 
August 31, 1997. 

1- BUSINESS PERFORMANCE 

The number of units rose from 13,512 to 14,381 during the yeat while the 
number of employees rose from 141,118 to 151595. Operations are now 
located 'm 66 couitries wnldwide. 

The year also saw ti* award of a large number of new arntrads 

• Fowl and Management Sendees: Motorola in Tbtdouse (fiance), Chase 
Manhattan Bank aid the Aldershot nitary base in the United Kingdom, the 
(kiivB5^afPittdMgh(M)arriafrc3tiesmanagen^mntractfartwenty 
psychiatric hospitals in the United Stated Siemens in Brazil, Germany and 
Sweden, Danone h Mosax* and the hstrtufe of filiation in Hong Kong. 

• Remote Sits Management Shell UK in the North Sea and the Escorxfida 
Mine in Chile, the largest mriing project m the world. 

■ Service Vouchees and Cards: Gempta in Ranee and the Ministry of 
Cflmnuinicafoand T ^^ 

H - FINANCIAL RESULTS 

Over the yea; consolidated sales increased by 18% to FRF 29,497,050,000, 
brokaidownasfofcws: 

• Organic grmh 7% 

• Acquisitions 1 % 

• Currency effect - 10% 

By core business, the revenue stream broke down as fofows 

FOOD AND MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES 90 % 

REMOTE SHE 

management s % 

SERVICE VOUCHERS 

AND CARDS 2 % 

RIVES ANn HARBOR CRUISES 2 

Sales by m^or regfon were as Mom: 


FRANCE 21 % 

UNITED KINGDOM 
AND IRELAND 25 

RET OF 
EUROPE 22% 


NORTH 
AMERICA 19% 

LATIN 
AMERICA 6% 
AFRICA. ASIA. 
PACIFIC 7% 


Operating Income rose by 24% to FRF 1391.079,000. ComoHated ret 
SSnetess minority interests totalled FRF 5%24Z.00ft 3 34% increase 
from the prioeyearfigire before naHecumng rtemi 
To enable Sodexho Affiance shareholders ® 

earnings, the BoacdwS ask them to approve a cfivviffidpeshareberae^ 

cnrftof FRF 35M hdutfng the asson aled tax : aaft of ^ 
total dividend comes to FRF 5250. an hens® of 
payout mounts to Rtf 263.204,655. oxrespomfog to 49% ofcmsoMated 
net income less minority mterests. 


IB -NEW SHARE ISSUE 

The Board of Directors noted that all of last November's FRF 2 billion share 
Issue had been subscribed. Shareholders responded very positively to the 
issue, despite difficult conditions in the financial martet 

IV - ACQUISITION OF MARRIOTT INTERNATIONAL INC’S 
FOOD AND MANAGEMENT SERVICES BUSINESS 

• On October 31, Sodexho Gardner Merchant acquired Marriott 
International he's food and management services business in the United 
Kingdom. 

• As announced on October 1. the merger of Sodexho North America 
and Marriott Management Services in North America is scheduled for first- 
quarter 1998. Sodexho Alliance will hold 49% of the new company, the 
Marriott fonfly wffl ream around 10% and the rest will be publicly owned. 
The new company Sodexho Marriott Services Inc, will be the North 
American market leader, with more than 4,800 units and FRF 24 bill/on in 
sales. Its shares win be listed on the New Yort Stock Exchange. The link-up 
wtff aka strengthen Sodexho Alliance's global market leadership. A financing 
commitment for Sodexho Marriott Services Inc has been obtained from 
Sotietri Generate and IP Mortpn. financing is now being syndicated. 

V- OUTLOOK 

The Board of Directors discussed the outlook for the future, which remains 
fevorabte. Pierre BBLL0N indicated t hat for the current fiscal yeat based on 
currently available data: 

• Consolidated net income less minority interests excluding the merger 
of Sodexho North America with Marriott Management Services in 
North America, is expected to increase by more than 10% over the 
previous year. 

• The merger with Marriott Management Services involves a certain number 
of aspects that are beyond Sodexho Alliance's control and which amid 
motffy the impact on fecal year 1997/98 earnings. These indude: 

- The date of final doting, which wiB not be before March 1.1998. 

- US interest rates at that date 

- The nature of the integration costs and their accounting treatment. 
Exdudmg the impact of such hard-to-foresee events, and based on shares 
in issue following the capital increase, net earnings per share should 
increase by approximately 6% in fiscal year 1997/98. 

Ptere BELLON also confirmed that net earrings per share after amortization 
of goodwill, are expected to grow by an average 20% a year over the next 
three fiscal years. 

As Sodexho Alliance continues to apand m the world marketplace, we derive 
mportart competitive advantage from our independence, our global reach, 
the quality of our teams and our excellent financial position. 


* * * 

* 

Sodexho 

ALLIANCE 

We make a world of difference 


Search goes on for air crash victims 
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Grieving relatives yesterday prayed and 
burned incense on boats moving slowly 
past the crash site of a Singaporean air- 
liner that plunged into an Indonesian riv- 
er with 104 people aboard. 

Indonesian searchers were joined by 
23 divers from a Singaporean naval unit 
seeking to recover wreckage of the 
SilkAir Boeing 737-20U that crashed cm 
Friday midway through a flight from 
Jakarta to Singapore. 

But strong currents and tides had 
moved a large chunk of fuselage found 
on Saturday and divers groping their way 
through the chocolate-coloured waters of 
the Musi River were unable to relocate 
the wreckage. 

It appeared unlikely that there were 
any survivors among the 97 passengers 
and seven crew aboard the almost -new 
jet. which SilkAir said had undergone a 
thorough maintenance check only 10 days 
earlier. 

Witnesses said (he plane exploded 
twice in mid-air and again when it 
plunged into the river. 35 miles, north-west 


of Palembang. Officials have said they 
were mystified why the plane should fall 
out of the sky. 

Most of the dead were Singaporeans, 
but three Britons were also believed to 
have died. Eugene Clarke, 56, an engi- 
neering consultant, had been travelling 
back to Britain to attend the funeral of 
his father Francis, who died last week. 
Kenneth Wilson, 43, who lived in South 
Africa before moving to the Far East, was 
travelling to New Zealand to spend 
Christmas with his wife Tanse and daugh- 
ters Robyn, 14, and Sandra, 17. The third 
British victim, also an expatriate, was Ruth 
Scott, 36, who lived in Singapore. 

There were no distress calls and ra- 
dio contact was lost only a few minutes 
before the crash. An Indonesian officer 
at the crash she said that the “black box” 
flight recorders were still missing. 

In Greece, crews working in snow sift- 
ed through the burnt wreckage of a 
ITorainian airliner to recover the bodies 
of 70 people killed in a crash near 
Mount Olympus. 


Heavy fog and snow, which had de- 
layed the discoveiy of the crash site for 
three days, slowed down efforts by mil- 
itary and medical units to collect the 62 
passengers and eight crew who died in 
Wednesday's crash, he added. 

The snow -covered slope near the re- 
mote northern Greek village of Ano M3- 
ia was strewn with bodies, passports and 
Christmas-wrapped toys when comman- 
dos reached the crashed Russian-built 
Yakovlev-42 airliner on Saturday. 

The plane vanished from radar 
screens during its second approach to 
Salonika airport after a flight from Kiev 
via Odessa. Tasos Mandetis, an 
engineering consultant, said after listening 
to a tape recording of a dialogue between 
Salonika's control tower and the plane 
that it appeared the pilot had become 
disoriented. 

The sliding plane shaved snow-covered 
trees before crashing in a gorge and burst- 
ing into flames where Mount Olympus 
meets the Pieria Mountains. 

— Agendes 


Rifles seized in plot to kill Castro 


One of two sniper rifles seized 
in a suspected plot to kill the 
Cuban President, Fidel Castro, 
was purchased by the president 
of a leading anti-Castro group, 
a newspaper reported. 

Francisco Hernandez, the 
second-ranked official at the 
Miami-based Cuban American 
National Foundation, bought 
the weapon in Iy94. the Miami 
Herald reported yesterday. The 
newspaper cited FBI records in 
its report. The second rifle was 
bought by Miami exile Juan 
Evelio Pnu. a veteran of the Bay 
tit pigs invasion. FBI records cit- 
ed b> the newspaper said. 

The two .50 -calibre rifles 
were seized by the United 
States Coast Guard on 27 Oc- 
tober aboard a Miami-based 


yacht carrying four Cuban ex- 
iles off Puerto Rico. 

Agents also found ammuni- 
tion and military supplies aboard 
the vessel, which had developed 
mechanical problems and had 
begun to take on water. 

The four were charged with 
failing to report the guns. But 
a US grand jury in San Juan is 
still investigating Coast Guard 
testimony that one of the exiles 
blurted out that the guns were 
to be used to kill President Cas- 
tro during a November summit 
meeting on the Venezuelan is- 
land of Margarita. 

Although the Havana gov- 
ernment has repeatedly accused 
the exile foundation and its 
members of financing armed at- 
tacks on Cuba this is the first 



Fidel Castro: Rumours of 
an assassination plot 


time a foundation official has 
been linked in an FBI investi- 
gation to an alleged plot against 
Cuba, Mr Hernandez ranks sec- 


ond in command behind acting 
chairman Alberto Hernandez, 
who took over leadership of the 
anti-Castro group following the 
death last month of its founder. 
Jorge Mas Canosa. 

A spokesman for the foun- 
dation said Saturday he couldn't 
reach Mr Hernandez and de- 
clined to comment. Mr Pou did 
not return the Herald's tele- 
phone calls. Neither man has 
been charged in the case. 

• President Fidel Castro agreed 
at a six -hour meeting with 
Cuban Catholic leaders last 
week to grant the Church tele- 
vision airtime ahead of Pope 
John Paul's historic trip next 
month. Cardinal Jahne Ortega 
said in an interview with La 
Repubbtica yesterday. 
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Send the lords a-leaping and head for the Senate 
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Suppose just for a moment that, among 
all the other zesty things Tony Blair did 
within days of taking office, he had said: 
“No more knighthoods.” Suppose he had 
dropped the whole rickety, deference-rid- 
den Christmas tree of gongs and baubles. 
In the Young Country, nobody would be 
called officially Sir or Lady. All former Tory 
ministers and ex-permanent secretaries 
would be, well, former Toiy ministers and 
ex-permanent secretaries. 

Ludicrous, of course. He would have 
to consult the Queen,who would never 
have agreed. It was not in the manifesto. 
It would voluntarily surrender an impor- 
tant lever of patronage. But. above ah, i'i 
would have “implications”. The entire Es- 
tablishment wing of voluntary activity 
would be up in arms. What about CBEs, 
OBEs, the imperial orders allegedly de- 
mocratised by the previous government? 
What, above all. about titles in general? 
If no Sirs, what about Lords? And if no 
Dames and knightly-spouse Ladies, what 


about Lady peers? Which brings us to the 
weekend’s announcement that legisla- 
tion is being drawn up to reform the House 
of Lords. 

It has often been argued, both by op- 
ponen ts of reform and by some of its sup- 
porters, such as this newspaper, that 
changing the House of Lords cannot be 
separated from other aspects of mod- 
ernising our democrat- Opponents argue, 
in the way of true conservatives every- 
where, and as Enver Hoxha did when he 
warned against the slightest deviation from 
the strict path of Stalinism in Albania, that 
it will all end “in a bucket of crabs". 

Our argument has always been, on the 

contrary, that if one part of the undemo- 
cratic encrustations of our system is swept 
away, then the iUogic of other parts will 
be exposed. Eventually, the dominos of del- 
erencc will fall. But there arc dangers in 
proceeding piecemeal, which seems to be 
how the Government is approaching the 
most ambitious programme of constitu- 


tional reform since 1S32. We pointed out 
recently that it was not ideal to have Roy 
Jenkins discussing the finer points of pro- 
portional representation for the Commons 
in isolation from consideration of the fix- 
ture of the second chamber. But both the 

possibility of electoral reform and the cer- 
tainty of House of Lords reform are part 
of a wider picture still, and will have im- 
plications for a range of issues, some of 
which have not even begun to be discussed. 

Now is the time to broaden the terms 
of debate about where we might, as a na- 
tion increasingly assertive of its democratic 
riahis. be headed. Because there will be 
“implications" for. among other things, the 
honours system and the monarchy. 

The debate will not be led by Mr Blair, 
who has added the title “conservative rad- 
ical" to the list of oxymorons by which he 
may he described ("liberal authoritarian'’ 
and ' principled opportunist" are others). 
Apart from strengthening No 10 and the 
spin doctorate, and appointing a series of 


“task forces", he has left the structure and 
nomenclature of government surprising- 
ly intact. To take a minor esample of how 
this conservatism has cut across the at- 
tempted “rebranding” of Britain, ft can- 
not have helped Geoffrey Robinson in his 
travails that he has been lumbered with 
the antique title of Paymaster General. 

Nor does it help Mr Blair stake a larg- 
er clai m to modernity for him to reduce 
Lords reform simply to the removal of the 
rights of hereditary peers to sit and vote 
in the Upper House. It may be true that if 
vou ask a focus group whether men (main- 
ly) should have a rale in drafting legisla- 
tion because their father had a tide, they 
would say No. Whereas, if you ask them 
what they think about the House of Lords, 

they would probably say it is a good thing, 

if they have an opinion at alL 

The Government needs to say more 
about what a reformed second chamber 
would be like, and bow it will if not affect 
the price of milk, at least enhance 


democracy for all That point was under- . ' 
lined by the official briefing that Mr Hair 

hassetadeadMneof 1999forfoefrered- 

itaries to go- The Imkingof democratic re- 
form to what Stephen Jay GoukUaHed the . 
“precisely arbitrary connfoown” to tbc-n^r 
millennium throws into' sharper- relief : 
the contrast between New Labour's con- 
servatism and its radicafism. 

We cannot go into the next cculmy.w^i- 
a House of Lords which has amply been . r 
stripped of peers who ewe them ermine to . 
accident of birth, leaving an. unrefonred 
assortment of political appointees de- 
posited like sediment by layers of patron-,- ; 
age in the past, plus bishops and judges. 

It needs to be said now that, if a mere 
number is tq have any significance at all 
in secular Britain, that in the 21st centu- 
ry we should have a. democracy in. which 
sovereignty lies with the people, equal in . 
respect We should not have Lords, Ladies 
or Sirs. And we should have a Senate or 
Upper House which is largely elected. 
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Labour on the fringes 

Sin Professor Tomlinson (let- 
ter, 17 December) at least has 
a membership card for the 
Labour Party which he can re- 
turn in disgust at the vote on 
single-parent benefit 

If he lived in Northern Ire- 
land, he would not be permit- 
ted the opportunity of joining 
Labour in the first place - al- 
though if he Lived in Bangkok, 
Brisbane or Buenos Aires he 
would be welcome as an over- 
seas member. 

“New" Labour has still not 
addressed one hang-up of Old 
Labour. It still adamantly refuses 
to accept into membership vot- 
ers in this part of the UK even 
if they are long-serving party 
members of old - when living on 
your side of the North Channel 

Labour's sympathisers over 
here are asked to support a na- 
tional government in the elec- 
tion of which they can have no 
part When they point out this 
gross injustice they are asked to 
support, instead. Labour's "sis- 
ter" party, the SDLP. although 
if that party achieved its na- 
tionalist aims they would not be 
UK voters at all. 

BOB RODWELL 
Newtownards 
Co Down 

Sin The neo-Thateherite drift 
of the present government 
leaves millions of centre-left 
voters disillusioned, angry and 
betrayed. 

Those of us living m Wales 
and Scotland can at least voice 
our opposition to the Govern- 
ment by voting for the far more 
radical nationalist parties. How- 
ever, for those millions of rad- 
ical voters living in England the 
choice is between the devil and 
the deep blue sea. I believe that 
many voters like myself, who 
have been betrayed try the pre- 
sent government may well 
change our traditional hostility 
towards proportional represen- 
tation when there is the possi- 
bility of a new radical movement 
drawn from all strands of cen- 
tre-left opinion united against 
the hegemony of the present 
Blair/Hague/ Ashdown cabal. 
JOHN APPLEBY 
Corwen, Clwyd 

Sin Professor To mlins on may 
care to consider the preamble 
to the federal constitution 
which appears on Liberal De- 
mocrat Party cards. 

The Liberal Democrats exist to 
build and safeguard a fair, Erne 
and open society in which we seek 
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to balance the fundamental val- 
ues of liberty, equality and com- 
munity and in which no-one shall 
be enslaved by poverty, igno- 
rance or conformity. 

I hope be finds these prin- 
ciples more acceptable than the 
Labour party sense of moral 
values which he has found 
wanting. 

CW RILEY 

Crawborough, East Sussex. 

Farmers under fire 

Sin Andreas Whittara Smith 
misses much of the point in bis 
fanning analysis (16 Decem- 
ber). Not only has agriculture 
been distorted by price support 
it has also been the dupe of 
ruthless corporations. 

While farmers are a conve- 
nient target, much blame rests 
with the feed and pesticide 
corporations and the regulato- 
ry bodies. These rely on a pseu- 
do-science in which “no proof 
of harm" in short-term trials is 
used to pennit a lifetime ex- 
posure. 


The tong-ferm chemical 
adulteration of food and the un- 
predictable effects of genetically 
engineered crops are just two 
examples. Unless you are high- 
ly motivated, it is almost im- 
possible to avoid buying soft 
drinks or processed foods 
which expose your children to 
both. 

Meanwhile, our govern- 
ment, whilst trumpeting support 
for organic farming, spends 
each year, a pitiful £845,000 
with a further £lm spent on re- 
search. 

MARTIN HUGHES-JONES 
for Green Party .Agriculture 
Working Group 
Sampford Peverell, Devon 

Sir You state that "farmers will 
be banned from ... making 
pigs and poultry [eat] recycled 
wastes from their own species" 
(“Animal feed ban to curb new 
diseases", 18 December). 

Farmers were as horrified as 
everyone else to learn what was 
in animal feed, bur they were 
not to blame for its being there. 


Nowhere is “animal waste" 
listed as a constituent of com- 
mercially produced feeds. Agri- 
culture lags behind in 
disclosure of what is actually in 
the product that the consumer 
buys. 

The guilty parties are feed 
manufacturers who buy animal 
waste and the abattoir that sell 
it to them. Farmers support all 
measures, including legislation, 
to clean up feedstuffs. 

BILL WILKINSON 
Eaglescliffe, Stockton-on-Tees 

Sin In response to your report 
“Animal feed ban to curb new 
diseases”, the British Poultry 
Meat Federation would like to 
make dear that its members 
voluntarily withdrew poultry 
and feather meal from poultry 
feed in 1989 and this has sub- 
sequently been a requirement 
of multiple retailers. 

PETER BRADNOCK 
Chief Executive 
British Poultry Meal Federa- 
tion 

London WC2 


Sin You report that Iain McGill 
claimed that he and Gerald 
Wells of the Central Veterinary 
Laboratory discovered a 
spongiform encepalopalhy dis- 
ease in a cat (“BSE scientist was 
‘censored’ 11 December). 
They had informed their man- 
agers at CVL of their suspicions 
but their report was suppressed. 

In April 1990 Dr Geoffrey 
Pearson and his colleague Janet 
Wyatt (now Bradshaw) of the 
University of Bristol found a 
scrapie-like disease in a cat dur- 
ing a routine post-mortem. 

They immediately took 
steps to see that this disease was 
adequately reported. Bristol 
supplied material from the 
cat's brain to CVL so that it 
could come to its own con- 
firming conclusion. 

They reported their findings 
in an urgent letter to the ap- 
propriate scientific journal. 77it- 
Veterinary Record . which ap- 
peared in May 1990. There was 
also, virtually simultaneously, a 
release of the information 
through a press release. The 


findings were reported at sci- 
entific conferences in Birm- 
ingham and Brussels within a 
matter of months. 

As the work progressed 
there were a number of papers 
published by Bristol either by 
itself or in conjunction with the 
CVL and colleagues at Edin- 
burgh. At no time in thaL 
process was their work in any 
way delayed or censored by the 
Ministry of Agriculture or by 
the CVL. 

DON CARLETON 
Information Officer 
University of Bristol 

Sir; A Christmas brain-teaser 
for Jack Cunningham: 

Assume that a law-abiding 
butcher excises a beef bone 
which, unknown to him. is con- 
taminated with BSE prions. 
What is he most likely to do 
with his knife? 
a) throw it away 
h) sterilise it 
e) carry on using it 
BRIAN SIMPSON 
London Nb 


Railtrack profits 

Sin At this time of the year one 
should try to be charitable, 
even where Railtrack is con- 
cerned, and there is much to 
agree with in Mike Gibson's let- 
ter (19 December) about track 
charges. 

Many of us associated with 
the rail industry have com- 
plained about the unlevel 
playing field between rail and 
road costs for decades. 

However, this cannot dis- 
guise the fact that the UK 
now has among the highest 
rail track charges in Europe, 
and these charges do inhib- 
it sustained growth of rail 
traffic. Also, despite privati- 
sation, 95 per cent of these 
costs are picked up by the 
taxpayer. Little wonder Rail- 
track makes such massive 
profits. 

LAWRIE HARRIES 
National Union of 
Rail Maritime 
& Transport Workers 
London NW1 


Class ceilings 


Sin Your leader on social das*' 
(IS December) rather misses 
the point Of course there are 
other sources of personal iden- 
tity. However, the government 
social class scheme b concerned 
not with people’s identities but 
with their life chances. In this 
sense class remains crucial - 
From the risks of perinatal 
mortality, through those of 
having certain diseases, to the 
age at which we die and the 
cause of death, there are strong 
class relationships. These rela- 
tionships persist, and so they 
need to be understood. Our 
proposal is for a class scheme 
which will improve our under*, 
standing of such relationships J 
Post-modern slogans about? 
living our lives as “free-to- 
choose” individuals do not al- 
ter the realities of dassJThere 
may be more to the world than 
social class, but nevertheless 
even people's chances to “break 
out" of the mould, and the ways 
in which they are able to “assert 
a personal identity” are cir- 
cumscribed by class. We do not 
all begin life with equal soda! 
resources; nor do we all have the 
same opportunities or effective 
choices in the course of our 
lives. This is because there re- 
ally is such a thing as society. 
DAVID LOCKWOOD 
Chairman 
DAVID ROSE 
Convenor 

Economic and Social Research ^ 
Council Review of Govern- 
ment Social Classifications 
Colchester, Essex 

Probably unwise 

Sir: Martin Gomberg and 
Richard Noss (letter, 16 De- 
cember) question the Govern- 
ment's displacing of probability 
from mathematical teaching 
in primary schools. Would it be 
wise for a government which 
plans great deeds for the Na- ; 
tional Lottery income to eduV, 
cate future players on the real i | 
chance of w inning ? •' ' 

PETER CASSIDY ^|v’= 


Whiston. Merseyside 


Not for me 

Sir. My delighted eye was 
caught by headlines (19 De- 
cember) telling me "sex is good 
for you” Sadly I found I am not 
featured at all. Apparently 
"you" means men, and sex is 
only good for men. Shame. 
MARGARET LEGUM 
Brentford, Middlesex 


Kill the poor and needy, and the welfare system will look after itself 



MILES 

KINGTON 


Tber honeymoon may be over and the 
hard grind now starting. Yes (writes 
our New Testament political cone- . 
spondenL Simon the Scribe), it looks 
as if the popularity that surrounded 
King Herod when he first came to 
power has now ebbed. The last straw 
seems to have been his announcement 
that all new-born male babies should 
be slaughtered. King Herod, howev- 
er, stoutly maintains that if the wel- 
fare system is to be reformed, then 
lough measures must be taken. 

“We inherited a government which 
was being crippled by the level of pay- 
outs to the needy and poor,” says 
Herod, who swept to power on a plat- 
form of Tm next in line to the throne, 
so what else do you want to know?" 
policies. *1 am determined to root out 
this awesome welfare burden. And 
one way of doing this is by reducing 


the number of children being bam, 
so I have ordered all male children 
up to the age of two to be culled. It 
makes a lot of sense economically. It’s 
purely a one-off measure, and if it 
rights the budgeL then we’ll never 
have to resort to it again." 

Opponents of the scheme point out 
that this will hit very hard at parents 
with children under two years old. 
That if their children are taken away 
from them, they will have to start their 
families all over again. King Herod 
says that this is precisely the point, 
and that if you physically get rid of 
the poor and needy, the welfare prob- 
lem automatically rights itself. 

Docs this (writes our New Testa- 
ment social affairs correspondent, 
Limpling Lazarus) include rhe dis- 
abled? That is the question which dis- 
abled people everywhere are 


fearfully asking. They J«> not want 
their benefits to he cut just to fund 
some mythical reform of ihe welfare 
programme. Some of them arc re- 
duced to the breadline, and one poor 
homeless man was found in the 
desert, barely alive on a diet of lo- 
custs and honey. What next? 

However (writes our New Testa- 
ment economics correspondent, 
Matthew the Mathematician), this 
comes hard on the heels of another 
unpopular move by King Herod, who 
ordered everyone to go back to their 
home town for a census to be taken. 
Well, strictly speaking it was or- 
dered by the Roman Emperor, but 
King Herod will get ail the flak, as 
he is sometimes perceived as being 
in thrall to the bureaucrats in Rome, 
al the heart of the Roman Econom- 
ic Community, as it styles itself. 


These bureaucrats have increasing 
powers to dictate policy to Herod. So 
are wc being ruled by King Herod or 
by the Treaty of Rome? That is the 
unwelcome question which Herod in- 
creasingly has to face. 

Nor is chat all ( writes our New Tes- 
tament diplomacy correspondent, Pe- 
ter Passover). It is increasingly being 
said that Herod is being influenced 
by personal advisers who have no de- 
mocratic standing. The so-called 
Three Wise Men wbo have been stay- 
ing with King Herod, and who sup- 
posedly have been bending his ear, 
are not the kind of people Israelites 
want advising their king. These three 
men seem fabulously wealthy. They 
are based overseas. But what do we 
know about their tax arrangements? 
Why should we listen to what over- 
seas advisers tell us? And is it true 


that King Herod plans to spend his 
next summer holidays in a villa be- 
longing to one of them? 

Nevermind about that - there is 
a most extraordinary rumour going 
round (writes our New Testament 
gossip correspondent, Thomas the 
Tittier) that what the Three Wise 
Men are here for is to look for a baby 
who will grow up to be King of Is- 
rael and that that may be the real 
reason behind the strange decision 
to cull male babies. This new-born 
baby is rumoured to be the son of 

God, and thus will be one of the most 

eligible bachelors for many a long 
day, when he grows up! Not only 
that, but the rumours insist that he 
will one day rule the world, and I 
have it on the best authority that 
some people have already changed 
the date and are starting their 



calendars again from Year Nought! 

I have it on the best authority 
(writes our New Testament court 
correspondent, Luke Lickspittle) 
that our gracious King Herod has 
no intention of renumbering the 
years. For a starL this would infu- 
riate the bureaucrats back in Rome. 
For another thing, if you start 
renumbering the years from 
Nought, you find yourself at the start 
of a millennium, and the last thing 
King Herod wants to do (I under- 
stand) is face the expense and 
needless controversy over a huge 
Millennium ProjecL Look what 
happened to the Hanging Gardens 
of Ephesus, he says ... 

(Coming soon: Cherie Blair as Salome, 
and Peter Mandelson as John the Bap- 
tist ...) 
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National insurance: 
Beveridge’s phoney system 
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POLLY 

TOYNBEE 

ON HOW TO 
REFORM WELFARE 


What is welfare reform for? The Cabinet 
hasn't even discussed it yet and David Blun- 
fcelt’s worries, as put by him in his leaked 
memo to the CbanceUor, express a growing 
general anxiety. Tony Blair's speech in Sedge* 
field this weekend reiterating his determi- 
nation to press ahead with reform didn't help. 
For he didn’t say how, not even really why. 

How important is it? In the general sweep 
of the economy, not at alL We spend a bare 
13 per cent of GDP on welfare, compared with 
i Germany’s 30 percent, France even more. We 
' spend the same as the Americans and the 
X: * Japanese, the least in the developed world. 

■.There is no welfare spending crisis. But the 
: more politicians go on pretending that there 

is, the more voters will believe it and demand 
cuts. “We spend more on the Department of 
'Social Security than we do on education and 
i employment, health, and (aw and order com- 
ibined We spend more than we collect in the 
whole of income tax,” said Blair. Scaiy stuff, 
deliberately scary stuff and if he goes on like 
that, he will find himself hoist on Us own pop- 
ulist rhetoric, and judged by his failure to de- 
liver significant cuts in social security spending 
=- a target he cannot achieve. For example, pea- 
■sions lake up by far the biggest chunk, rising 
as the population ages, and nothing much can 
ibe done about that in a hurry. 

We do indeed have a problem with wel- 
' . fare, but not with its overall total. We have 
a problem within welfare, which Blair defined 
> -well in his speech: the Tories spent an extra 
£44bn in real terms and yet there are more 
poor people than ever before. Welfare isn't 
working as il should that’s plain. But the grow- 
ing number of poor workless households is 
•partly because of the increase in pensioners, 
many of whom are poor. And it’s also because 
we have a great more unemployed than in 

• t!979. The numbers are set to start rising again 
■next year according to the Bank of England, 
so it hardly seems likely that an overall cut 
is achievable anytime soon. 

r: There’s no doubt the whole welfare system 

• needs reform. Some peo^e who haven’t a hope 
:of ever working are kept far too poor. Mean- 
while many people who are not poor are still 
drawing large sums on the social security bud- 
get All the money should go to those who need 

it, and sdl who could find work need to be prod- 
ded into doing so. That sounds like a platitude, 

j l common sense everyone could agree on. 

* - But politically it will require extraordinary 
t bravery, with a focused programme that sets 


out from the start what the objectives are. So 
far we have seen nothing much of that. For 
a government reputedly good at spin, its pre- 
sentation on everything to do wiLh welfare and 
cuts h as ' been catastrophic. Any reform 
means there will be many losers as well as 
gainers, and the losers ought to be the vocal 
middle classes. Does Labour dare? 

It’s time to start all over, and dismantle 
the whole national insurance system that still 
pays out according to notional contributions 
made and not according to need. It's time to 
say that a phoney system started by Beveridge 
has had its day. National insurance pretended 
to be a genuine insurance fund, but there nev- 
er was any connection between sums paid in 
over a lifetime and pensions or other bene- 
fits paid out. It never from its first day paid 
enough stale pension for anyone to live on: 
those with no other income always had to be 
means-tested and paid national assistance or 
income support on Lop, so it never offered 
either the security or the dignity it promised. 

Yet the system -still pays out arbitrary sums 
to people nor in need, when they become un- 
employed. sick, disabled, widowed or old, re- 
gardless of bow rich they are. When 1 was 
widowed I was astounded to receive a wid- 
owed mothef s benefit of more than £120 a 
week, automatically, without anyone asking 
what 1 earned or whether I needed it. It was 
paid only on the basis of my late husband’s 
NT contributions. (T stopped drawing it.) Ben- 
efits must become just a safety aet for times 
of financial crisis, not a right 

National insurance was a fine idea - every- 
one paid in, everyone got out It was a po- 
litical device for getting the rich to pay for 
the poor. But it's had its day. Very few peo- 
ple under the age of 50 have any idea what 
those deductions horn their pay packets mean. 
There is no longer an emotional under- 
standing of its significance, or sense of par- 
ticipating in a wider insurance system. Taking 
away entitlements from those who don't need 
them will cause an outcry, but one the Gov- 
ernment could face down, so long as it's crys- 
tal clear where the money is going and why. 

The easiest payouts would be to poor pen- 
sioners and the severely disabled who are nev- 
er going to work, for whom all idea of 
incentives is irrelevant For the rest who might 
work, depending on who they are and where 
they live, more investment in welfare -to-work 
schemes will be needed, for training, trans- 
port and childcare. The purpose of getting 
these people back to work is not to save on 
the social security bill, but to bring them back 
into society so they live less isolated and im- 
poverished lives. As America is discovering, 
that’s a social good of itself: but it isn't cheap. 
After all Gordoa Brown has invested £3JSbn 
in targeting just 120,000 18-25 year olds. In 
Wisconsin, the pioneer welfare-to-work test- 
ing ground, it costs 60 per cent more, although 
they hope to save eventually on crime, health 
and mental health budgets. They hope for a 
better society as a result, as we must too. 

So let’s have less talk about cutting the so- 
cial security budget We can well afford it, so 
long as people believe it's doing good nol 
harm. That means the Government wfl] 
have to make il work better, and politicians 
will have to start selling the value of that 
spending as a very good investment for 
everyone. 


’Tis the season to feel guilty ... 
and there’s no way out 


TOM 

SUTCLIFFE 

ON RITUAL 
AVOIDANCE 


Every now and then the cartload 
of guilt and nagging insuffi- 
ciency which most of us are com- 
mi tted to hauling up life's slope 
gets a little heavier. This is bad 
enough when the extra weight 
comes from something you can 
see coming - one of life's regu- 
lar loading depots, such as mar- 
riage or ibe birth of a child - but 
it’s even worse when it arrives 
out of the blue, as if a passer- 
by has surreptitiously heaved an 
old fridge into the trailer while 
yon weren’t looking. 

The other day, for example, 
my children started coming 
home from school with Christ- 
mas cards from their class- 
mates, each one laboriously 
inscribed by a childish hand, 
and I suddenly realised that the 
weight of my annual failure to 
send cards in time - if at all - 
had been rendered rather less 
bearable. Now I have to wor- 
ry about the fact that my chil- 
dren haven't sent Christmas 
cards either foot to mention the 
niggling little codicil of the un- 
nervingly competent hand- 
writing in some of these cards, 
which pulls the harness of un- 
done homework a bit more 
deeply into the shoulders). 
This seems to roe a very bale- 
ful develop menu and not one 
for which the infants them- 
selves can be blamed. Howev- 
er good the handwriting you 
can’t imagine they have been 
precocious enough to plead for 
the dubious pleasure of signing 
and addressing 20 cards. Their 
essential innocence in this mat- 
ter is being corrupted and it’s 
simply not good enough - sure- 
ly there should be some kind 
of parental non-proliferation 
treaty to prevent the addition 
of entirely novel obligations to 
those we already groan under. 

It’s not even as if school- 
children need Christmas cards 
for their most important current 
purpose, which is to remind un- 
seen friends and acquaintances 
that one is still alive. After all. 



they generally hand them over 
in person at the classroom 
door, adding some Christmas 
greeting which instantly renders 
the contents redundant - at 
least as communication rather 
than social ritual. 

Perhaps this sounds grumpi- 
ly unseasonal but then 1 have 
an uneasy conscience, which 
naturally predisposes me to 
come up with an argument 
against Christinas cards rather 
than for them. If there is any- 
one out there wailing to receive 
a card from rae this year they 
will, 1 fear, be disappointed. 
Feel free to add yourself to this 
list of notional recipients, inci- 
dentally, because it will almost 
certainly be more comprehen- 
sive than any I would have 
drawn up in practice. 

Every year, the very first res- 
olution 1 break is that in which 
I swear to keep all the Christ- 
mas cards in a safe place so that 
I can make amends after an- 
other 12 months. I seem to re- 
call that my parents owned a 
specially designed Christmas 
card address-book, which 
would be filled in some time af- 
ter Twelfth Night to ensure the 
tightest possible match be- 
tween one year’s reception and 
the next year’s transmission - 
there were pre-printed boxes in 
which you could tick off those 
who had sent and those who 
hadn’t And while I don't think 
my parents followed a dracon- 
ian policy of reciprocation - if 
people missed a year they 
weren’t instantly cut off- a per- 


sistent absence of seasonal 
greeting could be identified at 
a glance. 

I put this down to my par- 
ents’ sense of charity, actually 
- there was no shame in mak- 
ing some distant acquaintance 
feel bad one year by accident 
but to do it for three or four 
years running would be very bad 
form. Because, although Christ- 
mas cards are notionaliy meant 
to cheer you up (1 assume 
that's the theory anyway- apart 
from their useful function in en- 
riching greetings card manu- 
facturers and boosting the Post 
Office's December profits) they 


other things they should be do- 
ing?). In a similar way, cards 
from anybody who stands to 
gain financially from a rela- 
tionship with you can reasonably 
be discounted as a kind of sea- 
sonal advertising; Christmas, 
after all, is the one time of the 
year when even the most bash- 
ful of freelances finds it possi- 
ble to indulge in a little 
holly-camouflaged self-promo- 
tion. Not always the bashful ei- 
ther - William Hague’s 
Christmas card (which like 
many politician's postings will 
have more to do with the main- 
tenance of networks than gen- 


*Now I have to worry that my children 
haven’t sent Christmas cards either’ 


will only do this if you have al- 
ready sent a Christmas card to 
the person from whom you 
are receiving one. And if you 
haven’t sent any at all then 
every stiff envelope pushed 
through the letterbox hits the 
floor with an admonitory slap. 

There are some exceptions 
to this rule, naturally - the 
card that arrives from three to- 
tal strangers in the Yorkshire 
Television Press Office is clear- 
ly intended as a corporate aide- 
memoire. rather than some kind 
of lip-service to our long friend- 
ship (or are these just places 
where writing out Christmas 
cards is less boring than all the 


time friendship) this year carries 
a large portrait of William Pitt 
the Younger, which would seem 
to be taking suggestive associ- 
ation just a little too far. 

It doesn't help that the 
boundaries between the public 
and the private are not exactly 
clear cut either - we've all re- 
ceived those cards which come 
across like the annual share- 
holders letter for Our Family 
Pic, complete with cover illus- 
tratiortsof themain product line 
(Susan, seven, and Ben. three) 
and exhaustive reports on af- 
filiated subsidiaries (“Uncle 
Ralph retired this year from 
Unilever. Australia'’). For such 


types the Christmas card is 
never a question (“Still there? 
Still think of me?”) but a state- 
ment (“Doing better than 
ever”) and as such demands no 
answer. Others carry no more 
information than that which 
can be decoded from the array 
of Christian names under the 
greeting (1 did once learn of the 
dissolution of two friends' mar- 
riage through the arrival of a 
card from her, with a strange 
male attached as co-greeter, not 
to mention an additional baby). 
Opening one of those purely 
nominal cards you have the 
sense of taking part in some 
great annual roll-call, the ros- 
ter of acquaintance being tallied 
up with every post. The only 
problem being that no two reg- 
isters will ever precisely overlap; 
send a card to someone who 
hasn't sent one to you and you 
will have shouted "Present" in 
an assembly where you were not 
expected. Fail to send one to 
someone else and there will be 
an echoing silence ‘when your 
name is called out. 

Some people react to the so- 
cial anxiety this arouses by a 
kind of Christmas card carpet 
bombing - but in the long run 
that will only lead to retaliation 
and a spiral of escalation. There 
is. of course, a much easier way 
to avoid causing or feeling em- 
barrassment - and that is to es- 
tablish a solid reputation as a 
permanent absentee. That’s the 
theory, anyway. Now all 1 have 
to do is to find some way to re- 
move the unwanted guilt. 


Maiden speeches that came top of the class 





FRAN 

ABRAMS 

REVIEWS THE 
NEW MPS 


" The trunks are packed; the bus 
is ready to leave. As West- 
minster's new boys and girls de- 
part for the Christmas holidays 
today, what will be written on 
their eud-of-term report cards? 
Those heady days back in May 
when they all - well, apart 
from the ’fortes, Lhat is - posed 
for euphoric class photographs 
seem so long ago. 

• By tonight, the last of the 
May ’97 intake will have made 
their maiden speeches (with 
the exceptions of Gerry Adams 
and Martin McGuinness, who 
turned up only to demand 
lockers while refasng to attend 
- class; and Mohammed Sar- 
war. suspended from Labour's 
whip after being accused of 
breaking the rules to get in). 
And what did these speeches 
tell us about our new MPs? In 
most cases, nol much. 

The typical maiden speech 
began: “little Snoddling is an 
historic town, having been the 
first place in England to install 
digital security cameras ... 
before a fulsome tribute was 
paid to the previous incumbent 
without mentioning his alco- 
holism or the fact that he only 
ever visited on polling day. 
Some MPs broke the mould, 
though. This term's class wag 
was Stephen Pound, who re- 
lated the huge but vain efforts 
he had made to find out even 
one interesting thing about 
Ealing, North. 

In June 1889, though, a gi- 
ant circus elephant had col- 
lapsed and died on Castlebar 
Hill: “The giant pachyderm, 
with its last few breaths, brave- 
ly staggered forward, and is to 
this day to be found under- 
neath the road - unfortunately. 


just over the constituency bor- 
der in Ealing, Acton and Shep- 
herd's Bush.” Charlie Chaplin 
and his brother Sidney lived 
there briefly, but they took the 
first opportunity to flee to 
Bermondsey. 

Mr Pound's speech was far 
more warmly received than the 
one he made a few weeks lat- 
er to the Parliamentary Labour 
Party, in which he described the 
cut in lone parents' benefits as 
the equivalent of a couple of 
packets of fags. 

Another MP who went for 
the wag award, and only nar- 
rowly missed it, was Lerabit 
Opik, Liberal Democrat MP 
for Montgpmeryshire. He con- 
fessed his name caused him 
some problems, as he was 
bom in Northern Ireland to Es- 
tonian parents but now repre- 
sented a Welsh seat. His 
constituency officers had won- 
dered briefly if he would mind 
standing as “Alex Carlisle" so 
his predecessor’s posters could 
be re-used, before quietly 
adapting his name to “Lembit 
ap Opik”, he said. 

“By a remarkable co-inci- 
dence my name turns out to he 
an anagram of ‘I fciJ to be MP'." 
he confessed. 

Others, though, simply re- 
fused to obey the rules. Mar- 
tin Linton, former Guardian 
journalist and MP for Bat- 
tersea. laid into the Tories so 
hard that one of them broke 
with tradition himself by in- 
terrupting to protest. The 
opening of the Opposition's 
books. ^Mr Limon claimed, 
-would reveal that the sys- 
tematic sale of honour* has al- 
ways been a significant source 
of Conservative Parry funds". 


John McDonnell, who heat 
the far-right Terry Dicks in 
Hayes and Harlington, was 
even more blunt. His prede- 
cessor was “a stain on the 
character of this house”, he 
said. Mr Dicks' “espousal ot 
racism and various corrupt 
dealings - ' had brought shame 
on the political process, and 
“my constituency can now say 
‘good riddance' to this malig- 
nant creature". 

Others were more subtle. 


‘Stephen Pound 
related the huge 
but vain efforts 
he had made to 
find out even 
one interesting 
thing about 
Ealing North’ 


but equally dangerous. 
Melanie Johnson, whose fore- 
runner in Welwyn and Hnt- 
fiefd, David Evans, had 
accused her of spawning “four 
bastard children “ and of nev- 
er having done a proper day's 
work (she lives with the father 
of her children and worked as 
a schools inspector) showed 
real flair in this department. 

Mr Evans wav a coluurlul 
and even, on • iccasion. charm- 
ing character who had en- 
joyed being an MP. “He will 
miss it.” Ms Johnson conclud- 
ed. omitting to address the 
question of w hether the House 
would return t he sentiment. 


Martin Bell, the indepen- 
dent MP for Tattoo, had a sim- 
ilar problem with Neil 
Hamilton. Admitting that he 
had “one or two semantic dif- 
ficulties" with this pan of his 
speech, he paid tribute to the 
disgraced former minister's 
constituency work without say- 
ing how tireless or otherwise it 
was. and on the fuel lhat he had 
"revived the spirit of democ- 
racy in Taiton". 

Desmond Swayne. Conser- 
vative member for New Forest, 
had a little difficulty with the uni- 
form - his how ties caused a few 
comments - and also with 
grasping the concept of his par- 
ty's new liberalism, in his maid- 
en speech he claimed prison 
inmates used to have access to 
the fill! contents of the Argos 
dialogue until Michael Howard 
came along. “We should eschew 
currying favour with the crimi- 
nal classes." he concluded. 

Later, he caused outrage 
when he quoted the medieval 
St Bernard of Clairvaux while 
arguing against w / imen serving 
in infantry regiments. “To he 
always with a woman and not 
to have intercourse with her is 
more difficult than to raise the 
dead," he recited, adding: “As 
one is not capable of the lat- 
ter. one is certainly not capa- 
ble of the former.” 

Class swot - in the nicest 
possible way - was the Liber- 
al Democrat MP for Lewes. 
Norman Baker, who made the 
first maiden speech, in which 
he claimed to have been lis- 
tening to Queen's Speeches 
when his contemporaries were 
probably watching Tom and 
Jerry cartoons. He went on to 
ask more questions in his lint 


three months than his prede- 
cessor had done in 23 years, 
and made no fewer than 24 in- 
terventions in a debate on the 
hitherto-obseurc Plant Vari- 
eties Bill, which allowed the 
patenting of crops. 

Mr Baker also distin- 
guished himself by infuriating 
the Minister without Portfolio. 
Peter Mandelson. with his con- 
stant questions on his activities. 
In July. Mr Mandelson was 
moved to hit back by pointing 
out that this endless inquiring 
was costing the taxpayer lens 
of thousands of pounds. 

A number of new members 
deserve bravery awards, not 
least Michael Foster, Labour 
MP for Worcester. His rather 
rash promise to back a hunt- 
ing han if he woo Ibe ballot for 
private members’ Bills came 
back to haunt him. Despite 
some disapproval from his 
own side, he did not flinch, 
though his career prospects will 
probably not have improved. 
Similar honours go to the 14 
new members who stuck to 
their principles and voted 
against the Government's pro- 
posals to cut lone parents' 
benefit earlier this month. j 

Some, though, distin- 1 
gushed themselves mainly by i 
not speaking in class. Fiona 1 
Ji urcs. Labour MP for Newark, 
has been putting off making 
her debut in the chamber but 
hopes to catch the Speaker's 
eye today. She says her home- 
work is done, though. “It's 
been written for two or three 
weeks. It’s just a question of 
finding the time to get it in,” 
she said. A lame excuse, pos- 
sibly, hut at least she didn’t ny 
churning her dog had eaten it. 
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14/STYLE 


The present crisis 


Not quite been able to 
get to grips with 
Christmas shopping this 
year? With just three 
shopping days left, 

Holly Davis gives you her 
tips for the most stylish 
shopping list for the last 
minute festive frenzy. 


HOME FOR 
UNDER£6 


These days the truly fabulous 
are investing more in their 
homes than on their 
wardrobes. Bathrooms, 
kitchens and studies are all just 
screaming out for a make-over. 


I: For a batbtimc treat to 
make Geopatra jealous. Daisy 
the cow Milk soap, £5.95, from 
The Conran Shop, Micheiin 
House, 81 Fulham Road, Lon- 
don SW3, inquiries 
0171-589 7401. 

2: Scribble sweet nothings in 
pistachio, cream and baby blue 
notebooks, £4.50 each from 
Paperchase, 213 Tottenham 
Court Road, London W1 and 
branches nationwide. For 
stockists, caU 01 71 -580 8496. 

3: Aluminium mug not recom- 
mended for hot drinks, might 
be a bit of a scorcher, £4.95, 
from Muji, 26 Great Marlbor- 
ough Street, London Wl, 
0171-323 2208. 


RED FOR 
UNDER£30 


If in doubt, go for something 
bright and vibrant. Red is al- 
ways a good winter wanner 
and, unlike chocolate brown 
and grey, it never goes out of 
fashion. 


4: Brighten up dark winter 
nights in red cotton pyjamas. 
£27.50, from Habitat, as be- 
fore. 

5: Pack up your make-up trou- 
bles in a red vanity case, 
£19.95, The Conran Shop, 
Micheiin House, 81 Fulham 
Road, London SW3, ihquiries 
0171-589 7401. 

6: Dress up like little Red 
Riding Hood in a red hat com- 
plete with plaits, £19 JO, from 
The Hat Shop, 14 Lamb Street, 
London El, inquiries 0171-247 
1120. 


GADGETS 

FOR 

UNDER£50 


Eveiybody loves a gadget on 
Christmas Day, something they 
can plug in, shake up, wind up 
and play with for the day. It’s 
not just children who want toys 
for Christmas. 


7: Two-timing made simple 
with a Dual face watch, £47 JO 
at Paperchase, as before. 

B: Practise your saucy skills 
and combine it with a Billy 
Whisk, £19.75, by Phillips, 
available from John Lewis, Ox- 
ford Street. London Wl and 
branches nationwide; inquiries 
0171-629 7711. 

9: Mix the perfect cocktail 
every time with a classy shaker. 
Just twist the sections round 
for cocktail recipes, £49 from 
Jerry’s Home Store, at Bemalls 
in Kingston; Harvey Nichols, 
Knightsbridgc, London Wl, in- 
quiries 0171-581 0909. 



The brightest 
Qhristmas 
ideas are found 
at Ernest Jones, 



Additional research by 
Caitlin Olii'er, Kam 
Christensen, Hazel 
Holtham. 


Ernest Jones 

The Diamond and Watch specialist. 
For your nearest store, call 0181 905 9000 


Christmas comes early 


One advantage of leaving 
your Christmas shopping 
to the last minute is that 
you can scoop up some 
bargains In the 
pre-Christmas sales, 
says 7bms/n Blanchard. 


If you are one of those Christ- 
mas Scrooges who wishes you 
could postpone Christinas for 
a week sci you could do all your 
shopping in the January sales, 
your dreams have come true 
this year. 

Every year the sales seem to 
start a Little earlier. Liberty has 
reduced most of its fashion 
merchandise by 25 per cent. “It's 
an early Christmas present,*' 
said a Liberty spokesman. Peo- 
ple are panicking for that last- 
minute dress and they all know 
that by Saturday, prices will be 


slashed. They might as well 
have that little extra incentive 
to buy now. 

Among the bargains worth 
searching out at the Regent 
Street store is a rose embroi- 
dered dress by the designer of 
1997, Alexander McQueen. 
Other sales that will be starting 
fashionably early include ... 


Whistles 

Plum velvet tie coat was £570 
uow£400 

Sparkly lurex dress was £115 
now £79 

Black pencil skirt was £110 
now £55 



Gina shoes 

Long chocolate olive suede 
b*xus were £450 now £295 
Red wiakeskin court shtx-s were 
£225 now £139 

Black ankle cowboy bonis, were 
£-95 now £195 


Aquascutum 

Mens suits were £425 now £295 
Ladies cashmere coat was 
£1,295 now £895 
Ladies 100 per cent wool suit: 
jacket was £350 now £225, 
skirt was £150 now £95 


Embroidered dress by 
Alexander McQueen, 
was £259, now £195, from 
Liberty, Regent Street, 
Wl 

Photograph: by Ben Elwes 


Nicole Farhi 
Valentino 

Red crepe wrap-over dress wac 
£1 J20 now £912 
Long camel coal was El 74n 
now £1,045 

Pinstripe trouser suit was £1.591) 
now £954 


Comme des G ancons 

Navy long wool/chiffon dress 
was £325 now £230 
Navy woollen/chiffon skin was 
£390 now £275 


© 


Wallis 

Black dress was .£50 now £25 
Long cashmere trimmed coal 
w»£l79 now£i2u 
Velvet fur-trimmed jaeket was 
£120 now LSQ 


Be suave, stylish and sophis- 
ticated as James Bond by 
owning the OMEGA 
Seamaster Professional 
Diver watch. 


— with luminous 
skeleton hands and anti- 
reflective scratch-resistant 
sapphire crystal. 


In ‘Tomorrow Never Dies' 
Bond uses it to confront 

h^T ,eS ( in a wor M-wide 

battte f or medi , 

l£S3 11 “ <-P 


It IS water-resistant to 300 
chrnT haS 3 Self Windin 8 

ssm m ° veme ^ 

secondf cheh ° urs - minutes, 
nds and dace; power 

« tar.’SE 
ESfijl ,. turnin g aluminium 
he,lu m escape valve; 


We have one OMEG/4J 
Seamaster watch co win, raf 
enter this competition, siri« 
ply dial the number below* 
answer the following ques-a 
don on line and leave youig 
name and full address: 


Q: To what depth is the; 
OMEGA Seamaster 7 

watch water-resistant? 


Call 0930 564 007 


3© 


Calls cost 5Gp per nunme at all Umax w " " 

22 December 1997 . U w " inere picted at random 3ftor fines etoso 

— "e-super PUMstiing rate am, 
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Portrait of Helen Mirren as you’d never dream 
of her (a very special kind of auntie) 


'• 


HELEN MIRREN 


The actress and her nephew tell 
Lynne Wa/te how he became the son 
she never had. 

“My grandmother had 14 kids, our mum 
had three, and my sister Kate and J have 
one between us, which is why Simon is so 
^ important Thafs a hell of a shrinkage over 
three generations. I fell in love with Simon 
wbeQ be was a little boy. We used to call 
him “Tiger" after the old Shell adverts, and 

he was always very funny, never grumpy 

• - — or a tortured souL The mam thing, the 
,, bond, is that he’s my nephew, but we also 

Tjt f get on incredibly well. If I do screen work 
. \VV\ m show it to Simon before IVe even looked 

• *v *. • * ~ at it, and IVe done that from before we even 

O knew he could write. It's partly because 7 
want to stay in touch with the young gen- 
_ , eration. Now, I get the tapes sent straight 
j. | £ Or round to him when they come through. 

pNf cl»* ^ Simon’s mother and I became best 

% A/ 4-f ^ neacls aft 6 ’’ TC both left home to go to col- 
ct’&F VyS** lege. The distance prompted our discov- 
fi CTof each other, by phone mostly. Kate and 

aimon and 1 are always on the phone now. 
« r .x > So'd**? * Last year, when my mum died we all re- 
11 ' *' ” , Oies alised how much we rety on each other. 

• " c When there aren’t many of you it distils 

i 1 ^ the experience down. We’re all very close, 
4X " 1 " 5 ^ the appearance of Simon as a writer 

has taken us afl by surprise, because we 
didn't know! He'd always told stories, but 
we had no idea he had all this inside him. 
It makes you realise you don’t know chil- 
dren at all, and I can understand why par- 
ents get so hooked up on exams, because 
they are often the only measure you have 
of how they are progressing. 

Kate and I both did well in exams, while 
Simon didn’t, but his imagination is un- 
believable and because he is instinctive, not 
intellectual, he is a 1,000 times better writer 
for not having had Chaucer forced down 
his throat at university. It would have ru- 
ined him, been a real tragedy. (1 must say 
th ough, fris spe lling is so awful lhatnot even 


spellcheck can spot the mistakes, because 
he’ll spell "wear" as “ware"). 

The aunt/nepbew relationship is a fab 
one. almost as good as being a grandmother. 
Simon is exactly like my son, except that 
he’s not. There is no chastising bob' spoil- 
ing and you can be racy, and break all the 
rules. IVe never wanted kids hut JTm very 
happy to enjoy other people’s, and I’m in- 
credibly lucky to have Simon. Because he's 
been around us, he’s not afraid of women 
and he’s never an aisehole, like these neu- 
rotic men who are all messed up. It's just 
not in his nature, because he’s so open. 

Simon and I generally like the same 
things, but Fm more likely to enjoy an art 
gallery than he is, and Fm not as into mu- 
sic as him. We used to go out to trendy bars 


1 remember young guys 
being absolutely vile 
when I was young, 
wheras Simon has 
always been so sweet 


■n 


around London, because I love to see what 
young people are doing and when be was 
a teenager he’d always have about five ab- 
solutely gorgeous beys around, real South 
London, you know. So handsome. Imag- 
ine! I remember young girls being ab- 
solutely vile when I was young whereas 
Simon has always been so sweet. Perhaps 
it’s an age gap thing that they’re nice to 
older people who can handle them. 

I want to come back lo England. I miss 
the rain, the cold, people in the street, and 
of coarse my family. I wish Td picked up 
an accent, although I do say hooker and 
trash. God, what a life! I heard about some 
bad reviews when I was in LA about Pain r- 
ed Lady but I don’t read them. Why go 
through the pain? 1 wanted it to be an 


almost gothic extravaganza, and I knew it 
was populist. Simon was the first to see it 
on tape. He would always express it deli- 
cately if he didn't like it. I can't stand bru- 
tal truth. Fm too fragile. 

He’s mercurial in temperament, emo- 
tional. and he wfll ay but he's also very 
manly and it's a wonderful mix. That was 
why he got ou so well with Liam Neeson 
when we were together. Liam grew up 
around women and is very like Simon, blok- 
ish but emotional. Simon is also very pro- 
tective and I could absolutely rely on him 
to fight my corner. 

He never, ever call's me aunt, it’s not al- 
lowed, but for about three years now Tve 
said “It’s your aunt" into the phone. He 
has become more and more important to 
me as we’ve got older, and it’s easy to love 
a nephew unconditionally because at the 
end of the day it’s not your investment. Our 
relationship isn't as fnmghi as parem/child 
because aunts aren’t judgmental, but you 
do miss out too. I love Steve Martin’s film 
Parenthood and at the end I was in Hoods 
of tears because I’U never know the pain 
and the pleasure of it - of parenthood. 

I’ve never worried about my age except 
when 1 was 15 and / didn't warn to he 18. 
unlike most girls who can’t wait to grow 
up. Thirty-two is the best age because things 
just get better and better. People become 
more interesting from about 25 - they de- 
velop character and their personalities 
come out. It's great to see someone like 
Simon reveal their individuality. 1 do wor- 
ry about the Mirren thing, and I'd hate to 
see it go against him. for it to look as if he 
were using the name, because he doesn't. 
He’s got his work on his nwn merit. 1 also 
wony about the culture of celebrity, be- 
cause he was born in London and grew up 
with it. Everyone wants to be a movie star 
or a modeL to be in the papers, but few 
realise just what hard work it is. gening up 
early, and so on. 1 worry about it less with 
Simon now because he’s had life experi- 
ence. It’s as if everything that happened 
to him until now was meant to be. exact- 
ly right for him to be a writer. It's such a 
relief he's discovered what he wants to do.” 


SIMON MIRREN 


“I look the name Mirren for my mum’s 
sake, in recognition that it was she who 
brought me up - my dad baled out when 
I was 1 J. After that, 1 was always around 
women. We’re a veiy dose family, partly 
because there aren't many Mirrens left and 
when I'm with Helen and my mum, we talk 
and talk, about everything and anything. 

My auntie Helen is like my mum num- 
ber two, and we’re very dose. I grew up in 
south-east London and we never had 
much money, but all the way, Helen has 
helped us out financially. My mum, a 
teacher, four years older than her sister, 
is tough just like Helen, and the good thing, 
for me as a writer, about growing up with 
strong women, was that it gave me the 
woman s perspective. It was invaluable in 
terras of understanding how women’s 
minds work. Tra not an intellectual writer 
- I write about real people and real 
situations. 

Kate and Helen weren't always as dose 
us they are now. When I was born, every- 
thing changed because my mum had so 
much love for me while Helen wanted to 
achieve something else with her life and 
she knew she wouldn't have kids. That dif- 
ference. that understanding, brought them 
closer, and 1 am to Helen like the son she 
never had. I don't think Helen has any re- 
grets about not having Jdds, but I have to 
admit I would have loved to have seen her 
as a mother. She would have been great. 
My pet name for her is Pops, short for her 
mother’* nickname for her. Popper. Helen 
and I both love telling stories and we're 
both real lefties. 

When 1 was a plasterer, doing Michael 
Grade's ceiling. I went to Bafta for the pre- 
view of Prime Suspect with Helen. I wasn't 
blown away by the event because people 
are people whether plasrerers or film 
stars, but 1 was terrified seeing mv lovely 
little aunt in the middle of alt this atten- 
tion. the cameras, all this mayhem. The 
press thought “ah, toyboy" and were so 


disappointed to discover I was a Mirren. 
It became obvious then that Prime Suspect 
was going to be something really big, and 
she wouldn’t let me go from her arm. Every- 
one was raving about it but she came 
straight over lo me and said, what do you 
think? Later on when she won the awards 
I was in tears but she was so cool. 

Helen is such a grounded person, she’s 
definitely of the earth. She enjoys the re- 
spect she has earned but she never name- 
drops, and she is genuinely interested in 
other people, which is partly what makes 
her such a great actress - people-watch- 
ing. Helen can handle any situation, and 
she isn't afraid of saying whatever she be- 
lieves. Ffeople say she is controversial and 
she's not, she just isn't a coward. It wasn't 


I was terrified seeing her 
in the middle of all the 
cameras, all this 
mayhem. The press 
thought ‘ah, toyboy* 


easy being an actress in the Sixties, and she 
has learned to stand up and say her piece 
if she feels strongly about something. She 
is a very driven woman, who is doing ex- 
actly what she’s always wanted. Helen ad- 
vises me about work and scripts all the time, 
but her career decisions are strictly down 
to her. I never get involved. One particu- 
lar occasion when I felt my sense of worth 
to her when she was in a play called Sex 
Please We re Italian which wasn't hugely 
successful and J was some comfort I think. 
1 said, you chose this career, and these 
things happen, don’t worry about it. al- 
though personally. I loved it. Helen says 
it’s one thing getting there, and another 
staying at the top. It's ironic that in her thir- 
ties she was very scared of getting old. 


dreading the forties, and it’s during her late 
forties that her career has really come 
together. 

I Lived in Helen’s flat for six years, and 
I see her a lot when she’s around. We’ll all 
be together at Christmas - my girlfriend 
Louise handles Helen's PR and they're 
good mates. I think Helen will come back 
to London to live soon. She’s tired of LA 
now. She’s in England often and when she’s 
here I tend to cook in for Helen and her 
man Taylor at my place in Battersea, al- 
though my wallet had a real shock at how 
much Helen's favourite champagne, Krug, 
costs. Everyone thinks Helen smokes but 
she hates it. She thinks it’s a realty stupid 
thing to do, but would never nag me about 
iL The great dung about Helen is she’d nev- 
er say. you should do this. She'd say. 1 think 
it might be better if you did this, not lhaL 
1 gp to my mum and to my males with prob- 
lems, but if it was something really full on, 
involving say the way I was bringing my 
daughter up, Td go to Helen. I don't know- 
if she realises just how much I listen to her. 

Her mother died last year and it 
brought us all even closer together. Kate 
was dose to her father, Helen to her mum. 
1 tbiak we all realised that even if some- 
one is adored by everyone, at the end of 
it they are surrounded by about three peo- 
ple, and it made us realise how valuable 
the time we have together with those we 
love actually is. I’m so proud of her. and 
1 want her to be proud of me one day. I’ve 
written for The BiB. and I'm doing Casualty 
soon, but I know she’d like me to do some- 
thing like Prime Suspect. Fm blessed chat 
I’ve got her as my aunt, and my mates 
adore her. 

I rememberwhen I was about 1U, Helen 
and ! and the rest of the family were plant- 
ing carrots out in the country. She's a keen 
gardener. It was an idyllic moment, and 
Helen said, do you know what is so sad? 
You will never remember this. That made 
me remember it. Recently. 1 said, do you 
rememberwhen we planted those carrots'.' 
She didn't remember at all." 

Deborah Ross is away 
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When he was 
a hospital 
chaplain, he 
had literally 
to gird his loins 
before entering 
the geriatric 
ward. They're 
at just the 
right level in 
wheelchairs,’ he 
explained 


Harvest Festival and Christmas 
must be low spots in the calen- 
dar for the old people who live 
within visiting distance of our pri- 
mary schooL At Harvest Festi- 
val they get all the tins of Spam 
and sandwich spread donated by 
parents (usually still bearing 
the tombola ticket from the 
summer fair), and then at 
Christmas the geriatrics at die 
local hospital are dragged from 
the day room and expected to 
anile sweetly as Year Six squawk 
their way through a medley of 
festive hits. 

But they are starting to fight 
back. This year, my son reported 


with a certain amount of hurt 
pride, one old woman in the 
front row sat through the whole 
concert lapping her fret to a dif- 
ferent tunc: she was plugged in 
to a Walkman. That, however, 
was fairly tame behaviour com- 
pared to the heckling ray older 
son got when his class went to 
do their bit. "This is crap! Crap! 
Stop the show." shouted an oth- 
erwise sweet little old lady ai the 
back as they struggled to hit the 
high notes of "Silent Night " 
without the aid of rubber hand*. 
The local vicar confirms that old 
people just do nut know how to 
behave these daiv "Religion 


and sex." he confides darkly, “are 
always the last to go." When he 
was a hospital chaplain, he had 
literally to gird his loins before 
entering the geriatric ward. 
“They're at just the right level 
in wheelchairs," he explained 
with reference to his groin. “1 
would be murmuring “the body 
of Christ" and they’d reply “I bet 
you’ve got a big willy." Must start 
going to church - I’m told he 
gives good sermon too. 

New Labour, new pantomime 
villains. Once a year, just to re- 
mind myselt of why teachers 
need at least 12 weeks' holiday. 


I accompany a school trip; but 
I choose well, avoiding any- 
thing that might involve too 
much interaction with the pupils 
(so difficult to like other people's 
children isn’t it?). This time it 
was a production of 77 ic Pied 
Piper at the wonderful little Or- 
ange Tree Theatre in Rich- 
mond. The villain of the piece 
was a Spin Doctor, chillingly 
modelled on Peter Mandelson. 
Jr may have gone over the chil- 
dren's heads but it certainly 
frightened us grown-ups. 

1 don't know what Father Christ- 
mas made of my children’s lists. 


There can’t be many 11 -year- 
olds who want a thermometer 
for Christmas - one of those gun 
ones that you stick in your ear. 
We had to have the doctor 
round to him yesterday as his 
temperature bad reached pre- 
viously unsealed heights. (I 
wasn’t too worried because he 
hadn’t lost his sense of drama - 
“I’m going to sleep now - prob- 
ably for the last time" he 
croaked. “And when I die will 
you have a room full of pho- 
tographs of me?") 

Having failed to reach any 
other diagnosis, the doctor - in 
that smugly provocative way 


they have - pronounced that he 
was inclined to think “that this 
is the first real case of flu I have 
seen this year". No, he insisted, 
the flu my son had two weeks 
ago was not real flu - and why 
not? Because I had not called the 
doctor, and parents always call 
the doctor when their children 
have flu. 

I hope Ffion is an optimist 1 
read all the newspaper gush at 
the weekend eulogising her 
“bour-gLse figuj-.'. An opti- 
mist would w»\ that referred to 
asmallwuisi ^pessimist would 
say it mean i a oig bottom. 
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Masaru Ibuka 


Masaru ibuka, electronics 
en tf**wr and Industrialist: 
bom Nikko, japan II April 
1908; founder, Tokyo Tsushin 
K °gyo (later Sony 
Corporation) 1946, president 
*950-71, chairman 1971-76, 
honorary chairman 1990-94, 
chief adviser 1994-97; twice 
n>arried (one son, two 
**ughters); died Tokyo 19 
December 1997. 


a form of neon called “modu- 
lated light transmission sys- 
tem”. This won a prize at the 
1933 Plans Exhibition. He was 
described as a “student inven- 
tor of genius' 7 . It was a form of 
imaginative intuition that gave 
him his flashes of inventive 
inspiration. 

This unique insight is almost 


In the land of the “economic 
miracle” the Japanese them- 
selves coined the term “eco- 
nomic animal” to define what 
they perceived as their role in 
the jungle of international trade 
and industry. Masaru Ibuka, the 
co-founder of one of post-war 
Japan’s industrial giants, was no 
animal. He was the blessed ex- 
ception. a human genius of a 
kind that is becoming increas- 
ingly rare. He belonged to an 
endangered species, preserved 
in his natural habitat, the Sony 
factory. 

Ibuka was educated at Wise- 
da Senior High School and 
Wise da University, where be 
made his mark as a research en- 
gineer in the photochemical 
laboratory. While he was work- 
ing there, in the years 1933-37, 
his first brilliant invention was 


an artistic gift, and is rare in 
Japan, as he discovered in his 
post as manager of the Radio 
Telegraphy Department of 
Japan Audio Optical Industri- 
al Corporation, from 1937 to 
1940, and as managing director 
of the Japan Measuring Appa- 
ratus Co, 1940 to 1945. In May 
1946, Ibuka founded Ibkyo 
Tsushin Kogyo flbkyo Telecom- 
munications Engineering Co), 
which was to become the Sony 
Corporation. 

The Japanese economy after 
the Second World War was in 
a state of complete collapse. 
The company was capitalised at 
only 190,000 yen and employed 
36 people. Management policy 
was to keep the company to a 
workable size, and not to chase 
grandiose ambitions. At the 
modest party celebrating the 
company’s foundation, Masaru 
Ibuka made a speech, saying: 
“We can never achieve anything 
if we try to do things as big com- 


panies do. But there are lots of 
empty commercial slots we 
could occupy in electronics 
technology. 

“What people call ‘■business’ 
is, I think, the ability to 
Create things with necessary ef- 
fort, so that we can earn mon- 
ey wiping the sweat from our 
brows.” 

Ibuka had a very pure sense 
of business, and claimed that he 
had almost no management 
ability, and few ideas about 
how to make lots of money. But 
he possessed the wonderful 
human gift of being able to at- 
tract the right kind of collabo- 
rators, those rare people with 
talent and imagin ation. Among 
them was Akio Morila, who was 
to take over from Ibuka as 
Sony’s chairman, and a number 
of young “disciples”. Working 
for Ibuka was like jo ining a 
sect 

Yet the development of the 
company was a sequence of fail- 
ures and successes. Ibuka s first 
bright idea was to create an elec- 
trically heated carpet, ideal for 
spreading on chilly ratami, and 
it sold very well. But it had no 
thermostat, and no adiabatic 
material, and he was worried in 
case one caused a fire. Then the 
main hall of Horyuji Temple in 
Naia was burnt down by an elec- 


tric “sitting mat” of the same 
type - not made by Ibuka ’s firm: 
so he slopped making the 
product. 

The company’s first big suc- 
cess was the creation of the first 
Japanese tape recorder. Ibuka 
started painting metallic tape 
with a magnetic substance, a 
paste that was initially applied 
to the tape by hand, with brush- 
es made from the hairs of tanu- 
ki, the beloved Japanese 
badger. It was first produced in 
Februaty 1949, and gradually 
gained world-wide renown. 
They also made a very high- 
quality tape recorder called 
“Be lam ax”, but this was a fail- 
ure. These ideas came from Ibu- 
ka’s long experience in the 
photochemical laboratory. 

From his early career in 
electrical engineering he de- 
veloped a transistor radio, an- 
other huge success that led to 
Sony's becoming a world-wide 
enterprise with production out- 
lets in the United States, Great 
Britain, Holland, Hong Kong 
and many other countries. The 
item entered world history 
when the prime minister of 
Japan, Eisaku Sato, visited 
France and greeted de Gaulle 
with the gift of a Sony transis- 
tor, whereupon de Gaulle called 
him “the transistor salesman”. 


Ibuka supervised the team 
that invented the Trinitron TV 
Svstem in 1967, the first high- 
.p ifllity colour transmission tech- 
nique. His company, officially 
known as the Sony Corporation 
from 1958, produced among 
other things the stereo “Walk- 
man" headphone that became 
such an essential part of youth 
culture. With Philips. Sony lat- 
er co-devcloped several prod- 
ucts, including compact discs. 

Masaru Ihuka was twice 
married. For his second wife, he 
chose a woman he had been in 
love with since his youth. This 
remarriage, after a waiting pe- 
riod of 30 years, was regarded 
in Japan as highly romantic, and 
Ibuka was called “the last ro- 
manticist to be born in the 
Meiji Era". But he had many 
other titles and honorary 
awards; he was a Foreign As- 
sociate of the British Academy 
and the recipient of the Order 
of the Sacred Treasure (First 
Class), ihe Order of the Polar 
Star (First Class), the Order of 
the Rising Sun (First Cass) and 
the Ministry of Education's Or- 
der of Merit. He was also pres- 
ident of the Boy Scouts of 
Nippon, and his last title at 
Sony, dedicated to him with awe 
and respect, was Supreme 
Founder and Consultant. 



Ibuka: founder of Sony 


Robert Lewis 


Robert Lewis, actor, theatre 
director and acting coach: 
bom New York 16 March 
1909; died New York 23 
November 1997. 


A co-founder of the legendary 
Actors' Studio in New York, 
Robert Lewis coached such 
stars as Marlon Brando and 
Meryl Streep. His work as a 
theatre director included the 
original Broadway productions 
of Brigadoon and The Teahouse 
of the August Moon, while as an 
actor he is remembered as the 
Oriental merchant who woos 
Lucille Bremer in one of the 
film musical's crowning glo- 
ries. the Limehouse Blues 
sequence in Ziegfeld Follies . 

Bom in New York City in 
1909, Lewis studied cello at the 
Juflliard School of Music before 
deciding he would rather be an 
actor, though his short and ro- 
tund stature precluded roman- 
tic leads. He made his first 
appearance on stage with the 
Civic Repertory Theatre in 
1929, and two years later joined 
the Group Theatre Acting 
Company, newly formed by 
Lee Strasbeig, Cheryl Crawford 
and Harold Clurman and not- 
ed for its adherence to the act- 
ing theories of Stanislavski. 
Lewis played his first sizeable 
role as a comic intern in Sidney 
Kingsley's Men in While (1934). 

The same year one of the 
group's members, Clifford 
Odets, wrote a play about union 
corruption. Wailing for Lefty, 
which caused a sensation and 
which featured Lewis as a 
labour spy exposed at a union 
meeting by his brother (Elia 
Kazan). Odets became the 
group's prime playwright and 
in 1937 wrote their biggest suc- 
cess, Golden Boy, in which 
Lewis played the prizefight pro- 
moter Roxy Gottlieb. When 
the company performed the 
play in London, the critic James 
Agate wrote. The acting attains 
a level which is something we 
know nothing at all about” 

After making his directori- 
al debut with the touring com- 
pany of Golden Boy starring 
Phillips Holmes. Lewis was giv- 
en a new production, William 
Saroyan's My Heart's in die 
Highlands, into which he instilled 
a mixture of music, colour, 
rhythm and movement which he 
felt was sometimes lacking in 


group productions with their 
emphasis on psychology. 

Saroyan's account of a poet’s 
attempts to create in a hostile 
world, and how people are 
nourished by art, remained 
Lewis’s favourite throughout his 
life (“my firstborn”). The next 
three years though were frus- 
trating ones - he was fired by 
the Theatre Guild as director of 
Saroyan’s The Tune of Your 
Life ( the chief of the Guild told 
him, “After you and Orson 
Welles, no more geniuses!”), 
and directed two failures, John 
Garfield in Heaveniy Express and 
Montgomery Clift (a lifelong 
friend) in Mexican Mural. When 
the Group Theatre disbanded 
through lack of funding in 1941 
he spent a year as a professor 
at the Yale School of Drama, 
then went to Hollywood as 
dialogue director/actor at Fox. 

He made his screen ddbut in 
John Brahms Tonight W & Raid 
Calais (1942) as a French col- 
laborator, then played a Nazi 
colonel in Paris After Dark 
(1943). Moving to MGM, 
where he directed several 
screen tests including that of 
Cvd Charisse, he was cast as a 
Japanese villain (“I had an un- 
canny way of looking genuine- 
ly Oriental”) in Dragon Seed 
(1944), which inspired Vin- 
cente Minnelli to use him in a 
framing section for the Lime- 
house Blues number in Ziegfeld 
Follies (shot in 1944 but released 
in 1946). In this magnificent se- - 
quence, Lewis (as a Chinese 
merchant who flirts with Lucille 
Bremer in the sidestreets of 
London's docklands) devised an 
effective bit of business in which 
he discarded a cigarette with one 
hand while with a cane in the 
other he viciously slashed at it. 

But the studio ignored his re- 
quests to direct a feature, and 
after playing a German officer 
snarled at by the canine star of 
Son of Lassie (1945), he left 
MGM and accepted a role of- 
fered by his friend Charlie 
Chaplin in Monsieur Verdoux 
(1947). As Boteilo, the chemist 
from whom the wife-murderer 
Verdoux buys poison, he found 
Chaplin the perfect director. 
“He gave me one direction: 
‘He's the kind of bore who 
doesn't talk. He lectures.’ That 
was all I needed. I could start 
building a character inside and 
out from the one apt image 
Charlie gave me." 



Lewis; centre, with Anita Loos and Horst Buchholz, rehearsing Cheri (1959) 


Photograph: Photofest 


Lewis then returned to 
Broadway to direct his first 
smash hit, the musical Brig- 
adoon. The librettist Alan Jay 
Leraer later recalled that when 
Lewis first asked him what the 
show was about he had re- 
sponded with a description of 
the story, to which Lewis 
replied, “That is not what you 
have written at all. What you 
have written is the story of a ro- 
mantic who is searching and a 
cynic who has given up. In the 
end cynicism is proved wrong." 
Lemer credits this insight with 
enabling him to deal with im- 
perfections in the script and 
complete the final draft. (The 
two men were to have less har- 
monious relations 18 years lat- 
er, when Lemer refused Lewis's 
pleas that he cut and re-shape 
the libretto for On a Clear Day 
You Can See Forex'er.) 

Lewis and Elia Kazan had 
long dreamed of starting some- 
thing s imil ar to the defunct 
Group Theatre, and in 1947 cre- 
ated, with Cheryl Crawford as 
administrator, the Actors' Stu- 
dio, a workshop where talent- 
ed actors could get together (for 
no fee) and practise their craft. 
Kazan worked with younger 


actors on technique, while 
Lewis took those with experi- 
ence and rehearsed scenes with 
particular emphasis on subtext 
Actors in Lewis's initial classes 
included Brando, Montgomery 
Clift Anne Bancroft, Eli Wal- 
lacb, Jerome Robbins, Maureen 
Stapleton and Patricia Neal, 
who failed to find favour with 
her coach. “It was deadly be- 
tween us,” she later wrote, “real 
hate. According to him, every- 
thing I did was wrong”, but she 
admits to “the prestige chat went 
with being a founding member 
of the Studio”. 

After a year, Lewis resigned 
when he felt betrayed by Kazan 
over a theatre project Having 
been offered direction of the 
Kurt Weill/Alan Jay Lemer 
musical Love Life and, having 
strong doubts about the project 
Lewis showed the script to 
Kazan, who advised against do- 
ing it Lewis turned it down and 
it was offered to Kazan, who ac- 
cepted. Lewis instead directed 
Marc Blitzstein’s Regina ( 1949), 
an operatic treatment of The 
Little Foxes, and was praised for 
the convincing performances he 
extracted from the singing cast 
“For once," said Brooks Aiki n- 


son, “the operatic form in which 
most of the dialogue is sung 
does not seem artificial." It 
was the start of a prolific peri- 
od throughout the Fifties, in- 
cluding his direction in 1950 of 
Samuel Thylor's hit comedy 
The Happy Time and Ibsen's.-tii 
Enemy of the People , for which 
Lewis persuaded Arthur Miller 
to do a new translation. 

In 1952 be directed Truman 
Capote’s first play The Grass 
Harp and the following year 
John Patrick’s successful com- 
edy 77ii’ Teahouse of the August 
Moon. (As with Brigadoon. 
Lewis staged the West End 
production - both shows at 
Her Majesty’s Theatre.) After 
the Broadway version of Agatha 
Christie's Witness for the 
Prosecution (1954). Lewis di- 
rected his only film, the Bing 
Crosby musical Anything Goes 
( 1955), distinguished hy the su- 
perb dancing of Donald O’Con- 
nor, Mitzi Gaynor and Zizi 
Jeanmaire. 

He returned to the musical 
theatre with Jamaica (1957) 
starring Lena Horne, Lewis 
solved the show's hook prob- 
lems (it had first been conceived 
for Harry Belafonte) by putting 


Horne “front and centre most 
of the lime, which is what au- 
diences wanted to see and 
hear". He directed the London 
version of Candide (1959), but 
from the mid -Sixties worked 
away from the mainstream, di- 
recting shows and workshops 
both in America and abroad, 
teaching at Yale (where he be- 
came Chairman of the Acting 
and Directing Departments and 
coached Meryl Streep and 
Sigourney Weaver) and running 
his own Robert Lewis Theatre 
Workshop, which started in 
1952 and lasted until his 
retirement in 1974. 

In 1957 he gave a series of 
lectures “Method - or Mad- 
ness”, an attempt to clarify the 
confusion surrounding the 
Stanislavski style, which was 
later published successfully in 
both the US and England, and 
in 1984 he wrote his autobiog- 
raphy. Slings and Arrows. The 
actor-iumed-director Martin 
Rill, who was one of his pupils, 
said, “With Bobby there was a 
joy in his work - fun, which, 
considering that the work was 
always on a high level, is a very 

significant achievement." 

- Tom Vallance 


DEATHS 


SHARPE Beth, unexpectedly at borne 
, in Berwick- upon -Tweed, on 17 De- 
cember. Funeral service in Edin- 
burgh, Monday 22 December. No 
flowers. 


IN MEMOR1AM 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


SMITH: In loving memory of our dear 
mother. Margaret Ella, died 8 March 
1978, also our most precious and de- 
voted sisters Gladys, died 2 May 
1997, and Evelyn, "died 24 August 
1997. Dearly loved and sadly missed 
always. Jack and Dave. 


chine 0171-293 2011) or faxed to 
0171 >293 2010, and are charged at 
£6 JO a line (VAT extra). 


Announcements for Gazette 

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS (Births, Adoptions, 
Marriages, Deaths, Memorial 
services, Wedding anniversaries. 
In Memoriam) should be sent in 
writing to the Gazette Editor, 
The Independent, I Canada 
Square, Canary Whari London 
E 14 5DL, telephoned to 0171 -293 
2012 (24-hour answering ma- 


OTHER Gaz ette announceme nt s 
(notices, functions. Forthcoming 
marriages. Marriages) must be 
submitted In writing (or faxed) 
and are charged at CIO a One, VAT 
extra. They should be accompa- 
nied by a daytime telephone 
number. 


The OfiTTUARIES e-mail address 
isobituaries@independentx<uik. 
The Independent's main switch- 
board number is 0171-293 2000. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Dr F. H. Salisbury 
and Dr H. M. Schllch 

The engagement is announced be- 
tween Francis, son of Canon and Mrs 
Christopher Sansbuiy, of Long 
MelfordL Suffolk, and Henrietta, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Stephen 
Schfich, of Broadcast. Devon. 


Birthdays 

Air Chief Marshal Sir John Aiken. 
76; Lady Amber of Weston-super- 
Mare, scientist. S3: Sir Douglas 
Brown, High Court judge, 66; Mr 
Robin Corbett MP, 64; Viscount 
Davidson, former government whip, 
69; Mr Noel Edmonds, television pre- 
senter, 49; Mr Maurice Git*, of the 
Bee Gees. 48; Mr Robin GW. of the 
Bee Gees, 4& Miss Patricia Hayes, 
actress. 88; Mrs Karin Jonzen. sculp- 


tor, S3; Dr Judith McClure. Head- 
mistress, St George's School, Edin- 
burgh. 52; Sir Trefor Morris. 
Chairman, Police Information Tech- 
nology Organisation. 63; Mi Chris 
Old, former England cricketer, 49; 
The Rev Lord Sandford, former 
government minister, 77: Lord Stott, 

former Senator of the College of Jus- 
tice in Scotland. 88; The Duke of 
Westminster. Chancellor. Manches- 
ter Metropolitan University. 46: Mr 
Ken Whitmore, playwright. 58k Sir 
Peregrine Worvthome, journalist, 
74. 


Anniversaries 


Births Roger U. King of Sicily. 1093; 
Hermann Samuel Reimams, the- 
ologian and philosopher, 1694; James 
Edward Oglethorpe, colonist and 
founder of Georgia, 1696; Jean-Eti- 
enne Liotard, painter. 1701 Carl 
Friedrich Abel, composer, 1723; 
John Crome (“Old Crome"). land- 


scape painter. 1768; Franz Abt, com- 
poser 3nd conductor. 1819; Jean- 
Henri fibre, naturalist, 1823; Charles 
Stuart Calwrley. poel and parodist. 
1831; William Hale White (“Mark 
Rutherford"), novelist. 1831; John 
Nevil Maskelyne, stage magician, 
1839; Teresa Carreno. Venezuelan pi- 
anist. 1853; Giacomo Antonio 
Domenico Michele Secondo Maria 
Puamu. operatic composer, 1858; Ed- 
win Arlington Robinson, poet. 1869: 
Franz Schmidt, composer, 1874; 
Edgard (Edgar Victor AchiJic- 
Charles) Varese, composer. 1883; 
Deems Tfcytor, composer, 1885: Alan 
Dudley Bush, composer, conductor 
and pianist, 1900: Pierre Brasseur 
(Pierre-AJberl Espinassc), actor. 
1905. Deaths: Aulus Vueilius, Ro- 
man emperor, beheaded AD 09; 
Francois Clouet (Janet), miniature 
palmer, 1572; Maximilien de 
Bethune. Due dc Sully, soldier and 
state s ma n , 1641; Giovanni Francesco 
Barbieri (Guerrino), painter, 1666; 


Richard Alleine, religious authur. 
luSl; Michel Baron (Michel Bqyron). 
actor and playwright. 1729; Jan 
Dismas Zelenka, composer. 1745; Si- 
mon Malhurin Lantara. landscape 
painter, 1778; James Harris, gram- 
marian. 1780: Sir Philip Francis, civ- 
il servant and author. 1818: The Rev 
Martin Joseph Routh. scholar. 1854- 

George Eliot (Mary Ann Evans), 
novelist. 1880: Henry Waii enio n. 
journalist and politician, 10J(- 
Dwight Lyman Moody, evangelist! 
IS99: Baron Richard von Kr.irit- 
Ebmg. psychiatrist, 1902; Nathanael 
Wesr (Naihan Wallenstein Wein- 
stein), novelist, 1940; Franz Boas, an- 
thropologist. 1942; Helen Beatrix 
Pouer, author and artist, 1943- Har- 

p- ent film ^dian.' 
1944, Rit-hard Frederick Dimblebv, 
television commentator. 19b5: Josef 
von Sternberg. film director, !%<?• 
Zanuck. film pn i 

v-if*!!'- 19791 David ^Hkalignn MP. 
lolled in a car accident, 1986; Lord 
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Lord Dainton 



new 


Ibuka was enthusiastic about 
early education in childhood, 
hoping thus to develop a gen- 
eration of inventors, and wrote 
two books on the subject Zero 

sai ji (“The Zero- Year Child", 
1970) and Kindergarten is Too 
Late (1971). After collapsing 
with arhythmia in 1992, he was 
confined to a wheelchair, where 
his favourite occupation was 
listening to company reports. 

With Ichiro Honda and 
Kohnosuke Matsushita, Masaru 
Ibuka formed the grand trio of 
famed Japanese industrialists. 
An artless, endearing human 
being, he chased a dream and 
realised iL Economic Animal 
Farm will never be the same 
without him. 

- James Kiriaip 


In October 1967 

Labour government create 

furore by abandoning the long 

planned libraiy extension of 
[he British Museum, without 
consulting the trustees, wnw 
Nicate Barter [further to the 
obituary of Lord Dainton tty 

Tam Dalyell, 8 December]. 

It rubbed salt in the wound 

by announcing that an inde- 
pendent committee would be 
appointed to examine all na- 
tional libraries. Fred Dainton 
was to be the chairman of this 
committee, and the work that 
it did, after this unpromising 
start, changed the library system 

of the country to a remarkable 

degree. _ . . _ 

Briefed to review the Bntish 
Museum library, the National 
Central Library (the clearing 
house for inter-library loans), 
the Patent Office Library and 
other scientific libraries and 
consider whether they “should 
be brought into a unified frame- 
work”, the Dainton Commit- 
tee’s recommendations went 
further. The report of the “Na- 
tional Libraries Committee” 
came out in record time in 


It must be conseivattoOi l shall ’ 
go and say, ■Mrs Thtote; we ; . 
need a new building because all' 
our books wffl fall to 
they stay where they are/Frant « 
you to look out half .a tfcraa] V 
books that I can take 
and show her how badr*~‘ 


cm 


: s 



are. 

I thought this was; 
tall order. If I produa 
ing but stretcher-cases^ 
she not say, “Well, if thef 
look after their books: T ,__, 
than this, they don't d eteoeta' 
have them -give them aH fti Os-} - 
ford and Cambridge and dfce; ; 
the place down”? So I careful-' jjl 

« v «,L A* krtnlrC fllrilf cfl/WUBfll 
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ly Chose that books that shewed; 

i I -^4 «na had fTIftrf trutaolr! 


June 1969. 

It endorsed the extension of 
the British Museum library, 
the most heavily used in the 
world, and recommended that 
the lending libraries should be 
moved to join the National 
Lending Library of Science and 
Technology in Yorkshire; the 
saving in expensive London 
space would offset the cost of 
building the British Museum 
extension. 

It also recommended the 
creation of a “National Library 
Authority" to supervise the 
new conglomerate, with re- 
sponsibility for future national 
p lanning, die application of au- 
tomation to library services, 
including the Copyright Deposit 
system, and linking up with 
international information re- 
trieval systems. The report was 
thorough and well thought 
out; the ideas and their ex- 
pression bore strong signs of 
the chairman's beliefs and 


bow bard we had tried to^odk! 
after them. But to fflustrate tbe; 
terrible impermanence of acidic.; 
modem paper I thought I migbtj 
cheat a little, so I added a I 
book from home, a Penguin of’ 
Michael Innes’s Prom London i 
Far, printed in 1965 on paper 
so brittle now that it ■fell to; 
pieces as you turned over tire- 
pages. 

All the exhibits were packed 
in special boxes with labels ex- - 
plaining the problem, and the: 
Chairman set off for Downing 
Street. Some hours later I went 
to collect the books. “How did, 
it go?" I asked. “Frae," he.saii 
“We’ve got the new building 4 
those books came in most use- 1 
Sul, particularly that paper- 
back.” “Oh, good," I said, “she 
got the point about the paper?a 

“Well. I don't know," He 
replied. “She said, ‘You mean 
this could happen to Michael 
i mies?* ‘Yes, Mis Thatcher,’ I 
said, ‘or any other modern au- 
thor.’ ‘But he’s the most won^ 
derful writer, of course you 
must have your building.’ ” - 
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opinions. 

Its fruits came in 1972 with 
the passing of the British li- 
braiy Act, under the aegis of 
Lord Eccles, Paymaster- 
General with responsibility for ‘ 
the arts. The British library, 
separated from the British Mu- 
seum and linked to the other li- 
braries on paper rather than in 
fact, was different from the 
Dainton Report’s “National Li- 
brary Authority”, but not 
markedly so. Its influence on the 
entire library system of the 
country has been deep and far- 
reaching, and that is largely due 
to Dainton’s 1969 blueprint. 
The most striking evidence of 
this is the budding of the new 
British Library building, opened 
to readers just 10 days before 
his death. 

Dainton succeeded Eccles 
as Chairman of the British Li- 
brary Board in 1978, and his 
seven years there were fruitful 
in many ways, not least in the 
final decision to build, though 
now on the St Pancras site. In 
this, I had a small pan. 

One day in 1983 he sent for 
me and said, “I have to go and 
see Mrs Thatcher to persuade 
her that we need a new build- 
ing. 1 don't know if I shall suc- 
ceed, but I know one thing , we 
must keep the issue very simple. 


Tam Dalyell’s obituary makes 
the point that Dr Lee’s Piofes^ 
sorship of Chemistry at Oxford . 
did not offer the range or qual- 
ity of influence that Dainton was* 
hy then able to exert, writes 
Michael Rogers. There was an- 
other side to him during that 
period 

A science editor at Oxford 
University Press, I was then in- 
volved with the development of 
a series of undergraduate chem- 
istry textbooks. We wanted 
Dainton’s advice on the volume 
we were planning on chemical 
kinetics and I made an ap- 
pointment to see him at the 
Physical Chemical Laboratory 
early one Saturday morning;) 
When I arrived he was with a 
student, patiently going over a 
point of chemistry. Presently 
the student understood what 
had been puzzling him and 
left Dainton could not conceal 
his delight that the student had 
taken up the invitation to 
come and see him if anything 
in his course needed further 
explanation. 

Evidently he took his 
teaching duties seriously, and 
greatly enjoyed them. 
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May I give another example of 
Fred Dainton’s deft ways of 
dealing with militant students 
while Vice-Chancellor of Not- 
tingham? writes Professor Nicholas 
Kurti. He once returned the 
manuscript of an aggressive 
pamphlet underscored in red 
giving the students the go- 
ahead provided they put into 
good grammatical English. E 
believe that the pamphlet was|^' 








never published. 


Guido Brunner 


What very much surprised me 
about Tam Datyell's excellent 
obituary of Guido Brunner [6 
December] was that at no point 
did he refer to the feet that 
Brunner was a Liberal, writes 
Lord Russell-Johnston. His be- 
coming a Commissioner and 
subsequently Ambassador in 
Madrid while, most certainty. 


tributes to his ability als o 
derived directly from his 
membership of the FDP. 

During his period in the • 
Commission. I met hhr> often at 
European liberal meetings and 
at Liberal International. His 
Liberalism inspired and drove 
his thi nki n g and should not be , . 

ignored. 


■* ■ 




(Ted) Willis, playwright, politician 
and author. 19 92. On this day: the 
yregonan calendar was introduced 
ima Germany and Switzerland. 1583; 

the 0,d Pretender, 
landed at Peterhead. 1715; the first 
pantomune in England was staged 
at the Lincoln's Inn Theatre, 1716; 
Beethoven > Fifth and Sixth (POsarati 

!*L, ■ jSavannah. Georgia, was 
hy General Sherman com- 

Alfted n ni^. Urii0nisl foras - 18 ^: 

Was ^cted and 
jj-menced toimprisonment on Dev. 

LJf*™ 1, ^ toe Ministry of 
Pensions was first set up, 1916- ih e 
SSf 1 : uiac fiS 

E? L . 0ndon - L922 i in 
i*w “ Merapi erupted, 
wusing over 700 deaths, 193C? the 

High Buaon r' “Iflj 

British and French forces front Port 


Said was completed, 1956; Southern 
Rhodesia left the Commonwealth, 
1966; Kurt Waldheim was elected 
Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, 1971; a violent earthquake 
in Guinea resulted in over 400 
deaths, 1983; a Pan American jam- 
bo jet crashed on to the town of 
Lockerbie in Scotland. kflhngall259 

passengers and crew, and 11 people 
on the ground, 1988. Today is the 
reast Day of St Chaeremoa and 
Others, St Flavian of Tuscany, St 
Ischyricm and St Zeno, 
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Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 

Julian Litten, “Fifteenth-ceutuiy 
English Church Art", 230pm. J 
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Changing of the Guard 
The Household Cavalry Moulted 
meat mounts the Queen’s Life Guard at 

Horae Guards, 11 am. 
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A good year for blue chips but smaller companies have been left behind 
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DEREK PAIN 


. . ■ :St 


Despite periodic bouts of 
Asian flu and the increased 
volatility created by order- 
driven trading, it has been a re- 
markable year for blue chips. 
In January there seemed more 
chance of England re gaining 
the Ashes than Footsie riding 
above 5,000 points as the fes- 
tive season got under way. 

Strategists were generally 
cautious when they made their 
1997 predictions. A year-end 
Footsie at 4,600 points was the 
most confident forecast I en- 
countered. 

>An illustration of the col- 
lective caution which abounded 
early this year is provided by 
one of the share tipping 
lunches so beloved by the Crty. 
In January the top men at 
Credit Lyonnais Laing, (he 
securities house, held their 
yearly meeting with the City's 
stock market reporters. Over 
lunch at CLL’s Broadgate 
headquarters the assembled 


hacks and securities men pro- 
duced their share tips and 
year-end Footsie forecasts. 

One market reporter failed 
to arrive - a victim of the flu 
bug. As a humorous after- 
thought someone suggested 
our absent friend should be ac- 
corded at least a Footsie fore- 
cast. Jokingly he was credited 
with what then seemed an ou- 
trageous target - 5, 1 50 points. 
With the index then riding at 
4,228.4, it was assumed at least 
one contender bad been writ- 
ten out of the competition. 

My forecast was 4,600. 
There was one at 5,000 but 
most were in the 4,200-4,800 
range with seven looking for 
the index to give ground. 
Three thought it would go 
below 4,000: the lowest esti- 
mate rested at an exceedingly 
gloomy 3,250. 

It is true, of course, that it’s 
been veiy much a blue chips’ 
party. Indeed, wi thin Footsie 


individual performances have 
been uneven, with financials, 
by far the biggest contingent, 
and drugs doing particularly 
well. Utilities, despite the ar- 
rival of a Labour government, 
and oils have also prospered. 

Throughout the year the 
supporting shares making up 
the FTSE 250 index lagged 
their peers; and the third and 
fourth-liners have been large- 
ly ignored. Institutions have 
tended more and more to de- 
vote their attention to the 
front-runners; the liquidity 
such stocks offer is the main at- 
traction. Blue chips are also 
more deeply researched. 

The FTSE 250 constituents 
draw institutional interest al- 
though it is often fairly tepid. 
As for the shares making up 
the rest of the market, they are 
all too frequently shunned by 
the major investors. 

The midcap index has 
climbed only 214.64 points 


this year to 4,705.1. The FTSE 
SmaUCap index, which dosed 
at 1295.1 on Friday, has not 
sparkled although it has pro- 
vided a better return than a de- 
posit account. 

Some small company fol- 
lowers wonder if there is an op- 
portunity for the Prudential 
Corporation once again to 
take the initiative. 

When the stock market was 

Share spotlight 

share price, pence 

Iflp -- 

i7o-| Allied — £ 
i 60 - Colloids 1?- 
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on its knees 23 years ago and 
the very future of capitalism was 
questioned, the Pru, according 
to City legend, called fund 
managers to its High Holborn 
office and suggested they col- 
lectively buy the market. A 
sum of £2Qm was apparently 
earmarked. Immediately shares 
responded. The old FT 30 
index, down to 146, perked up 
and topped 2S0 by the end of 
the month. Gome the year- 
end it was above 380. 

The tittle used 30-con- 
stituent index is still calculat- 
ed; it is around 5,280. 

So, perhaps, if the Pru let 
it be known it bad invested a 
few milli on pounds in smaller 
companies and encouraged 
others to do so, it could pro- 
vide the sort of confidence in 
the market’s under-card which 
has been lacking. 

There is plenty of value in 
the fewer reaches. The rash of 
takeover bids for the smaller 


fty underlines that their fim* 

damental attractions remain in 
place. They are merely suffer- 
ing from an investment 
malaise. It is perverse that it 
should require a takeover bid 
to highlight the investment 
merits of a company. 

Allied Colloids, the chem- 
ical group, spent most of the 
year dfllying and dallying, slip- 
ping from around 135p to 
101-5p. The shares, now 
Hercules of the US has slapped 
in a bid, are riding at 164p. 
And, what’s more. Allied thinks 
the Americans are trying to get 
it on the cheap, and is resist- 
ing the 155p a share offer. 

Indeed American groups 
have tabled another six non- 
Footsie bids. More are 
expected. 

One aspect of stock market 
life unlikely to trouble the 
tiddlers is order-driven trading. 
Footsie shares have already 
been pulled in; the midcaps are 


destined to go on the order 
book although, with the system 
under attack, their recruit- 
ment could fade into the far 
distance. 

The Stock Exchange has. in 
fact, admitted that order- 
driven trading has its short- 
comings by what could be 
regarded as rigging share 
prices on New Year’s Eve. It is 
so concerned that maverick 
prices may creep in it is pre- 
pared, for the first time, to re- 
calculate closing prices if 
trades are out of line. 

New Year's Eve is an im- 
portant day in the investment 
calendar; its dosing prices are 
used for many investment val- 
uations. So accuracy is essen- 
tial. However, what about any 
valuations made on the Friday 
when two JF Morgan traders 
rigged Footsie? Will they be 
changed, as I hear one fund 
manager is demanding? 




503 H>iW 
727 Unto 


ns n&mdtaod Bum +UX) tl u on 


*^ ltVU _ Vteafcffr hxtot KUW Wbaldy total Pteff 

<m Stock Price Chj Yld HBCerfe fa. Stock Price d« W PnECorie tm 

. Alcoholic Beverages 32 Hm (n%) as® _ +4 no xa a 

309 Atad Domed 9000 > -OJO ta 02 NQ0 02 Hfcn*»n Co 72750a -I JO 24 214 2279 3171 

V .706 BftnarfKPj 39000 *250 U PI U 13 HStoHArarr 387 JO -7J0 24 OJ tOOO 

7 25 bmSfa Mr <U0 -3® 00 OJ 4® ® *■>«> auo -iM U 1£ ett 

22928 On 57100 .OHO Jri *0 toffope 0850 x -BUM 77 l&J 7S22 M 

08 Qimtoaal* Biff HO Jinn it nt -no, M BAbri 67 JO -600 U Sri 5447 

38* HifariOtoCa raja * }» u ra 33700 ■°- 50 24 R* 0» 

. 62 HtotaOri 9PJP JOB 07 57 IGfe V Ltt ‘ S * r * ,c * #130 ♦*» 4J K4 HD 

... ■ « Mte&epte 23450 _ AS 00 0K 

tsanKs, merchant o mk m uj nn n as so - a 

■654 dam Bren 9600 -G® ZB CO 2SK7 V Nutata 2MX0 a 600 40 06 3MS 750 

239 Gerard Gp 328® *000 6.1 BJ 15# n Nonkrefeer 2300 c *&Q0 15 HO 2691 9G 

• «7 Hrebraa 25650, .700 17 30J 2257 22S PatroGp 3DOO -SJ0 U HI 020 

, B LaopcU I 62150 e -Q50 40 2Sri 23BD bt PbxtataM 27150 -500 46 07 SP07 r-,^, 

; 27 USm . B50 - 12 222 *64 fary srtJB MS 0 64 SJ 257 ro ° 

.350 SctatotNIv QbQQO -4BO0 15 B7 290 « TWrierFral 4150 -109 30 207 009 OS 

>39Q SdramCM BQ2.00 -5700 15 ft* ME 29 ISMGp USD -200 U 9.4 MB ** 

291 H400 -100 4J 80 2R9 BO SratotooBto 2350 -900 17 95 2092 2 

- * w™ 40000 _ 44 0.9 368* ® THtet 54600 ■ _ 14 90 OB 

Banin. Hmll « »®CO 40000 _ 10 250 2069 * 

fc * anKs » uetan n* lu ova«» g» aooo *200 _ _ 2m ® 

BOB ABb^fte IML00 *3700 32 B.9 Vh M 24600 -2400 13 8J 4M7 77] 

4650 I8«m Lac 74900 +000 _ _ M 95 vtff ff-f. miiin +QJ0 U vt m OO 

4812 AB SO JO -600 _«BU 35 «Wv 750 a -025 20 B4 COB 2£ 

4S70 Bhoflrabnd 89200* JOJO _HB0 P. 

«K) Bbcum 9900 +100 io 07 j*8 wversmea industrials 

MSB Banfai KS0O -000 It 61 S« A wn fa pm 2750 

BBI HMb* 7W0O *3000 Tm 2B2 AncMfa 2400 

19494 Hf«C (JSPi KTIW1 .J70O 30 QO 903 762 VTR B450 

3904 HOCaocm HS1M -000 40 24 92? Coaim MM 

Tm LbpfctSBGp 73000 -700 14 214 6395 8 Cna* 23150 

p»0 Mnazft KBQ0O +1150 3J 17.4 fain M6 Cntote QUO 

■SCO Bj4 BtSaoc 75000* -BOO 30 K4 32B ® HjntolCraa DQOO • 

>609 Snadonnl 65500 -900 30 8.1 H4 77 Unto 4150 

'500 WhdM fch 32000 *550 _ 25 3277 Mclaodfciad 9000 

Breweries Pubs ft Rest ® teoo* 

OM Boa 9000**1600 37 316 DoS 16 Snan 7650* 

. 2 Bwuneod B050 -100 50 a I 109 J4B Tonta* TUB 

297 OqrOr Rat 0150 <150 13 202 1 04 475 TT Gra 28000 

>. -Mi Comm 7100 .900 U JUS 4157 IP vpMbSra «0Oa 

r a B6%P 28950 JJJ0 16 BJ 400 5D VAnal 33000 

<7 Em*rpnu feani 24450. *050 30 04 *77 58 W htau o ft 300 a 

» RfrSnaMTnr 42500. -750 31 00 2*0 2601 VHBn 3H0O 

a atom 24000 _ 57 JP4 rt ^. ,1 - . u 

1 063 GmodfaGp 4700 *BJ0 O IJ Q3B c “ kM,u »7 
-427 GfaanaJCinf 70650**400 X0 70 Ml 7M0 Brtoergf 4900* 

28 GnjMnorkm 19750 _ 40 94 5796 4999 Kami Grid 2B0O 

• » Ou&nri 281 50 _ Iri 227 KC « SBUKI-, 

«* HartfaSH 22900 *400 U M 08 » Mr*nWtod »50 

' U> Hofc(Jl 20500 -2500 15 4.4 2305 B29 «0Oa* 

. 48 taSutom. 050 +UD lx a» tm *°° 

B7 MnUO 30100 _ 10 B0 Sit 6202 SmatoPwr 52600 * 

| W ItacT 26800* +100 39 9J D29 ™ Smmrn 4Q0O 

147 rtaritof 4500 -ISO 30 n0 DC 3«* TStafTCp <4600** 

■ 516 Pina bmt 72900 MS30 U 380 2911 BeCtrOdiCS 
30 R-todto\(H) 22500 -1500 15 302 6056 _ . „ 

295 Racrabn 1000 -1-50 U 7.4 104 

44S7 SaxITitwB 75UB *3t00 17 162 MB ™ 

- 375 ,*7toCcp 26100 SJ 14 4774 ,S- ; 

647 Warim*. P 3150 .700 00 93 016 “ 

« WUrinM 09000. 1600 34 OS MB ■ r^__ SS 

39 VW.0 22(1*7 «S0V -»» A7 94 «* a m 

a TtoWtfak 4050 23220 BP ® aZZltm 950 

& W**C (A 57500 _ 14 3308 * S5d.^ , ‘ JS, . 

BuSdliTg/ConstnictfaTn no orntfCp tvs o* 

4 AAFtoto ««l _ _ «66 61 DMoBoSn 23900.-3 

'H4 Me 3*400 -950 32 B4 109 D«to .. *«j> 

' le 7 «C M30* ■*» 44 _ DTP « 

ED A«, 45500 -100 27 20LJ 219 » 

■ U2 AadtoaaBa 72500 *750 20 00 DTD J DtoMMifr TOCO ■ 

537 AritoM 0750 *500 15 222 372 ** bra* 229 

. 76 bn 4650 .150 40 66 400 ™ 9650 + 

. 543 lantiDv 2X100 *700 40 110 M » ^V° 7. . - 

4B B4M 16100 - 31 624 844 JM BntoCto «U0 - 

. M 8*07 32450. *550 30 «U IB »«* Om4Qt c W® ■ 

1 9 fTrf-Micft ' 2000 *700 _ 00 5779 S briCnISra 4600 

: 736 Bartakr *0900 -Q-S2 10 U4 1675 “ 

L 73 Ben Brea BOO a .700 5.4 -40 00 ® 

,1 to BJ0 -100 14 160 5B6 * 

77 Sow (Henry) 2B0D *100 36 «J 009 ® ?**?. ** “JS 

. m BryinGp 02-00 *150 56 BO IQ4 94 JmITm 4400 

- 44 CAlri IP» -100 46 82 303 ® 5* 2-5 * 

. 77 Cmnryri* 0000 - 30 9.4 SB » * 

'98 CotNcUa 9800 -7L00 40 99 IKS *• ♦ 

K HJbm 0600 *600 40 160 0 » g” 1 , * 

974 Ghao.11 02000* „ 12 tU 7204 » 1«00 


laVU MkUj totar HUM 

m Stock Trier Of TM PfECaria in 

86 Annlni J2CO -400 04772 SO m 

305 BMtoi MS0O *125 - - «n 28 

- D* Bor (Q 023 «<U 6 _ _ 0 16 

- Snrirart H50O , _ 0 t8 

oe EaCtoO* 27400 -050 57 . PP6 3M 

- lo*toU) 59 _ - _ 0 *2 

_ Ooo« 19000 _ - _ 5551 42 

- rtooreoiq I0D *07 - - 5457 35 


WhU|! tariex MktVW 

Stock Prior 0« VM PlCCaria fat Stock 

Bna Grwth 17350. *100 20 - 29® m O wn la. 

RraTcHcr 0700 -400 _ - 4871 66 bktos 

FH Tit 33400 _ 12 - 3680 21 ferikHomoa 

FnVMHur (7100 -100 _ _ 4P1 99 fachcon W 


- a ten 2100 eo 10 hm 

no* IBDTkto 70000 -BCD 40 M0 *699 

a MtoBbkabt 4450 *050 U 62 le) 

. UtaDatolQ 002 _ _ . 0 

Food Producers 

05 AonaMaifi 28600 _ 46 B0 3*40 

266 Afan Hrito 3700 • 4175 II 4 92 206 

28 Afl|fo Eari 6750 -2000 52 E0 

4838 AocBnchk 52750 .700 35 VJ 1262 

26 Bvio Sfd C _ 51 A0 b*l 

■ far AG 4P50 *150 32 216 USD 

773 Bcoto 3600. .(400 9J - 90 


-400 - - 4871 66 bbtato 800 

- 12 - 3680 21 PatocHomoa 2925 

-100 _ _ 4171 93 faahnnM 27500 

368 flamAAMritoi 52900 -E00 02 -1444 29 tatEwo 8050 *150 . _ 605 

*2 Pai Aaa 5600 -(25 - - 0 tf Am L9C 5>aCo 22400 -050 17 _ 7K7 

42 Hren AjfcWo 150 025 _ - 0 68 Anklk to tmt rare -100 4.1 - 3473 

35 AnCbm. 5725 12S ( 1 _ 6402 Ml MTCapAinr 27300 *100 00-790 

X RtoiOiMVVn 2050 200 l.l - 6MB 70 Sdr* ARPk 5000 -100 >3 - *805 

212 FbmOatoa 39400 *750 10 - 343 «2 Scbtt-toGwdi (4100. *050 51 - 40S 

300 HtoCa ibr 46OT0 *050 1.1 _ XJ 62 Sdasfa faan *50 426 - - 2797 

OB Ftoab^fO O0O 450 _ _ ISO 06 fandarUK 0100 _ II _ US 

08 Ft^BSaWi 300 ->075 _ - B0* 48 SaaAacr 0625 a 300 36 - (04 

109 ftofaRTM 27200 *4-50 14 - 7948 7T9 Scot Eum, (150 400 II _ W 


W to fcty Into* MkrVM 
Prim 0« YW ME Cato fat 
44550* *■« 1.1- 2689 222 


■176 10 - OO | 
■125 (0 - 3465 ' 


*150 - — M2S 


■ 100 4.1 - 3471 


r- r» ~ss^ hare p ** 0x3 ^ 

222 Dotoi Carp woo -P50 _ - Prices are In (tasiVne necopc iritare jaaied. The rtetd Is «ho hna* cwelw monctw dedared gross di- 

“ otfaSSk ^00 m rii^»ap.M««ta^<rftSwsha^prlc2e.TTwprit*AsfaTto^s(Prc> r ulolsi*eA83»iwprfc*i 

BS BW Stsor -LCO 13 370 B96 (gridrf by Uk y«M^ g»i*y per share, gdtafrg ewreorJU M y l««m but bdutog ckoepdonUk 

357 Iraatom 08000 . -3000 40 172 (OO Gfll Price* are Btoombecj Generis. Other deafer Ex rights * Ex-dMdend: a &*-aft * Suipasd- 

639 ItoRfJi !3* 00 -K0O _ — 36 1 — » — xm rv_. r aariM 

D9 GGTGrefa 20000 - 3^- 2209 «« P ««r «P ''■W ***- mu 

to CWKCnav M0O* -150 1.9 27.1 705 SoureK BJoOmbeTg 


46800 *150 30 401 106 

08000 a -3000 40 172 (680 
0*00 -MOO . . 36 

20000 _ 19 - 220* 

Ol 00a .150 1.9 27.1 7B 


23750 - _ 00 3438 

2*800 -600 30 _ BOS 

B450 *300 60 113 US 

MM *100 il 7960 09* 

33150 *600 61 M l« 

□500 -100 62 II 4 5448 

mm +njo 80 183 OB 

9100 *UD 60 0.4 (08 


MS THmlDrir 
01 Sam 
26 9 uma^m 
34B Tonkto 
475 TT Grp 
IP ifatoSinc 
50 Vfeari 
St Wli Mu o k 


to 50 a +15-00 64 05 078 
(4700 , * (((I 72 OO (410 
7600 . *150 60 OS 0 
36600 *050 4.1 00 HO 

23000 -000 3( OJ 563 

«0O. *500 63 C7 2223 
BUD *150 2.6 02 46# 
a 00* *150 4.4 K.9 3266 
moo *i5o 13 ts sa 


OO CaluyJdK- 
30 OftiMMv 
47 Crapan 
35 CcntaJi 
7SB Up, 

98 Daren 

B2 Tkfa] 

296 Goto 
20 OotalGp 
574 Grecnrore 


06 riatnareiB 
■ Mto* Vto 
665 NnKmTonk 
163 Prato Fd 
177 AtoWUmr 
41 Paretam 
ZSn TxclLAl 
104 Lln^R 
D79 Unlaw 
M UtriBtoaD 


1(800 -200 3J 2&5 06 

25500 -100 56 80 PCD 

7050 .100 46 0.1 (M 

34800a -050 SJ 06 TO 

27400 000 6.1 _ lie 

17500 -ira 2.9 2BJ 3249 

1(50 < - 40 &l 014 

40600. -200 17 347 40M 

□75 -035 kl 7J 2206 

19650 > -600 -BO90 24C9 
16100 a -600 54 (40 227B 

(4750 a 600 80 85 062 

3*050 >750 54 D I ZB 

OJX) *100 U 80 mo 

xm .300 4J [27 260 

2000. .000 46 (6a Q63 

0500 - 50 C.4 2756 

2050 *200 13 201 104 

9*00 .(00 SJ 4 9 3877 

**300 x *500 17 210 4666 

9950. *050 4.3 62 (01 

49000 -325 ll 220 5981 

0100. 000 59 190 ttl 


n ffa taai Bam WSJ *100 _ _ 7S9J 

48 KmFto 38400 -400 OJ - 2M 

55 ftoaGauta 29700 4150 IJ - 2894 

S fbnIBGC* 24600 *200 _ - 5827 

H RmIMj to (P0OB+I0OI.I - 5836 
12 71m, 160 V48 37 JS *|J5 _ - 5879 

05 TV*, to. to BOO *200 69 - S2S 

- FkmtoTri 6435 - - - 0 

_ Tbn touts 16500 *300 43 - 5248 

38 RcniMba 4I3S *115 _ - 1406 

X DnMWi 900 *1.75 - - 24B 

20 fltofcnt 0725 4JS _ - B45 

220 RratoWI 1125 135 - - «24 

547 Rntore 37800 -100 16 - 25*0 

9 FWn MnAntfr 7400 -09-3750 

473 Ron OScas 35600 3X0 la - 1478 

39 RmMCo (O0O - 10 - M*6 

_ nmWWZtra MOO 0.Q _ - 5*68 

Fto, WUUtj 8700 a - 41 - 0 

S3 HrenWorttoJ 6800. *0S) 63-0 
B0 F6C Emtfto B3S *1.75 - - SB 

m ncbm bus -125 10 - an 

DU FJCto 16700 -725 IJ - OS 

60 FKilm 75100 1 00 05 -287 

348 FACPjc 4P 75 -400 11 - 036 


2940 Br Energy 4SXOO x -2150 43 59 4574 Distribution 

41ft Macon* Grid 29100 *525 64 B0 4443 1M Cara 8975 

7135 ItoPMr SBOOt -100 60 00 6025 MU BG 28000 

n PMaabtond 5TO0O -2200 53 115 4020 Hnalrfl Caro 
S229 faefa 9200**2400 61 02 *023 71 „ 


-075 _ _ m 

MM 61 201 7274 


6000 +300 U at 6809 010 Sac Hydro 4B600 -050 42 110 6027 

3000 n nn mi OB SmattPiar 51600 *1100 40 00 KDB 

2(000* *100 19 9J 039 HS3 kaatora 49200 -100 56 06 «M 

45500 -ISO 36 110 DW 3465 BfatvGp 66600**000 15 . *» 

77800 -3890 00 380 398 QeCtTOniCS 

SSS -'S U™ ^ 0700 +UD - - B27 

lire » 34- Alien ' 1130 _ 41 71 « 

2000 ^ 1» 50 14 Off ,3D AomPWr. *500 -130 1 9 114 .097 

muwS <" “CC *00**100 117 _ 009 

MIBO.+ilcS M OS ^ . 82 6fck 26300 -300 67 90 K» 

SSilSSiJK S ^ *S -v*”* 1 £ 

66150 „ 20210 BP " to ul S 

BSM _ 14 OB a* n m, *100 usi a 

action M CristopCp 71700* -150 U 198 6*49 

BUM -■ 6*6 543 DmoBb Sj* Z390O* 30*00 15 25ri H30 

94600 -850 13 *4 109 2H Data 2000 -100 70 163 875 

050* -600 44 _ DTI OO Oomnoftta 31200 -000 36 12 BK 


177 Bmto 0700 - 13 216 1677 

153 IfanaHa it C ai 47750 -W0O _ - 1350 

67 CarrU* N50O *650 l.l B0 2S37 

244 Crafts KLOO -100 U - 4982 

£6 Cato M ADO J00 _ _ 33B4 

□3 Q»to>Ko*. 38900 _ 17 213 MU 

44 HtoriacM 7800 *850 70 O0 IM 

69 Hnto^i M0O _ 17 (40 2320 

31 tanorTcrin 5M0O -050 _ _ JO 2 

60 tocron 4000 *500 (3 180 2B7 

550 London Inri B0O* *550 21 »0 (S 

HI N«KDr07JA 68 00 *1700 13 280 6877 

2738 NmAiparrinniZ350iDIU>*ai50Q9 353 
M 5dto 26600 .700 3 0 - 3545 

7ft SamHcra «150 *600 13 P0 3311 

M 9aritfDar< 70150 -4500 _ _ er#4 

2048 S mnnBM fa i B43S -050 10 PI (04 

19 Ttpnri U* 1950 IkJO - - 685 

573 UCOicn 9900 . -500 1* 230 6022 


223 FAC biro 357 JO r *650 D«-7»3 

8t «crer (era. 39 _ cat 

to >KM 17750 *125 IT - Ml 

75 UCUSSm H850 -US - - DIB 

42 FACiaGriT 9700 . -500 46 - *42 

M FiwSOOSC (4500 -150 11 - 9799 

97 GT tpm 6600 -100 Of, _ 873 

37 GireEinxAlc MIS -375 05 - 6657 

72 Grafapi mSO ~*W 0J . MM 

35 GaaFWctok 9750 1 00 U - 3877 

1 CUtlroaSreb (4*50 *l» 02 - 425* 

48 GtiMCn 30600* *350 11 _ 14*1 


7599 1191 SactoK *400 -ISO IS _ K* 

1M (66 Sratftona 31335 -125 10 - 7161 

2099 * Snalftk* 0200 r *100 20 -024 

5U7 4B 5aWkrUAn K0O _ 07 _ 2998 
SO* 40 ScmndAfa* 26500 *050 19 _ K2S 

5879 28 Vrered Oxm* 000 _ 33 - (621 

52S « SKSadrinto 42400 -500 IJ — 2550 

0 260 Sera Tb Scot 3000 -100 43 - 3979 

5241 30 9ar74TW5mCo G50Oa -100 50 . UB 

2906 a Strata 3*00 *150 69 _ M 

205 6* SnafaCo 0100 -10-7(89 

«« a Scrimkan 35200 -100 74 - 28® 

404 57 Triton to 80 SO -100 - - 099 

7500 2ft TnDfato 0500 -450 43 _ Mil 

3750 SIS Tc*t B ut ton IU0O -400 IJ _ 2ft 

(478 44 Trap! LacAai 4425 -100 05 - 20 

1*66 49 Thara'Cto 15000 -500 Iri _ 1348 

5*68 256 ThrvnortDO 8425 -025 34 - 52* 

0 256 T* bn Gwrii WJ5 *100 02 _ MB 

0 207 TRPrect, 4400. >075 10 . *64 

UB IS ItokaridAw (4400 -100 - _ 22*4 

2D D6 ISMCia 1100 -400 - - 3800 

OO 71 nbrJtosmr blOOt *<U5 26 - 3007 

2B7 32 VtortraUVri 4050 4125 - - (7K 

[226 M0 Wanlnr 10900 000 17 - 3286 

2(1 S freanjn Cap 43500 050 - _ 3663 

^ Leisure ft Hotels 

rOd M Atvan 122000 *3000 20 |9 1 S57 


•150 20 -02* (0 Midi Britan (32000 

_ 07 _ 2498 » htoMiti S00 

<200 29 _ MZ5 80 Pbtw-Gtori 19550 

_ 13 - (621 30 MoraGrav 7800 

-500 IJ _ 355® 4406 Ptosm A50) 

•100 4i - an e* AraUm sdjo 

•100 50 . 103 B Mato 2000 


(fare* 3(500 - 50 111 2276 

Hodta-Mfar 30700 _ 40 ht 33B 

HmbM 24000 *150 10 115 2307 

me moo -150 3.1 H3 mi 

toqao 1950 4335 - 217 0 

(atari* Meat 34100 _ -26252 359 

Iritonaiffau 2B0O *000 16 199 >152 


(23IO0 _ 26 217 2504 . 

BOO - _ 266 080 ! 

19500 *300 10 99 6029 I 

7800 *100 20 36.1 2*22 I 
76501 -MOO 10 _ BA 
OB JO * *SX0 09 202 27B8 I 


lie Independent Teleshare - Tel. 0891 - 201 200 

To (ecus Rtoi-Thns Share Price*. 24 hour* a dap, ctf 0891 * 201 200. 

You wfl hear die eufrent FTSE DO Indax hOorttd by a Stock Market Sunsnry Report. 

You can hrorngic ataiy dme ® hear ■ ReoMTme Share ftfce by * phis a 4-ft^t Yode' from 

e fednp on this page. 

To geta MernbtrdWp Number to mm* ytxr Portfalo bcSttf. pfoae cal the Heip Da* on 001- 
S-tOBB (during business horn). 


S utt Mtari 80000 -B0O 19 226 DM To get a Membtrshfr Number to itt-aft yow l \x tfa<k> Utflty. p <rese call the Heip Daak on 

7(89 0977 Run 64000 *500 13 S3 047 Tran*-, 1—_\ 

28® +6 Scat r%*4 Gf 66000 ISO It BA HD 725-8288 ((bring bushieii hom). 

SI M gfari 44 n M Fwteip9*hti*servk*.H«dudh««heR J rtfalk.fedfcx«aflrf«HdpD«ko(»0OT.729^ 

20S X) SatoM #500k - 14 64 W a-a-ra ra. 

2K7 296 TtatarNrinn SL2S *400 IJ 294 1Q9 (7K pk. Land*! €C2A 4Pfk 


ZB 296 TritarNtoan 

B48 S TVCorp 

5U 646 Trifabri 

MB 00 Ukcar TV 

164 33® IWNm 

2244 1955 WFP 


8025 *400 IJ 294 1Q9 

■**■<*! -100 ID 17.1 34M 

4*600 -700 13 204 209 

27900 050 2J 208 l«2 

(0400 .2700 *.*977.1 (#0 

2(550 *700 08 B4 3288 


- Oil Integrated 

' o. 498 P 79800* .1400 X4 02 a 

~ ra 3S7 PiitriCani 0600* 600 57 SB 108 


Interest Rates 


■ITS 05 - (657 


Garadto 
Con C, 
Gin Cot In 


5200 *000 111 _ 2094 

29*00 *550 - _ 7B 

0050 4-50 05 _ 700 


3* ABMLck 3000 . U B0 Hi 

0 Areata, 5750 -ZOO 22 210 46e 

81 AtoaVfa 72500 *500 _ . 33U 

35 BbriM Ton 8500 ^00 02 5J 000 

07 a o n raJH arii 80000 - 15 29.4 

34 Buntaalto 1700 -150 23 - 2795 

29 Bmntaat 2&5Q 4150 40 70 5S9 

S7 Catori Coi|i 5400 *200 66 214 £30 

67 CktatoT Gra*. nST MJS - - 6B 

B bnamp 13650 -150 61 09 US 

_ batataq, 7150 JflO - _ 52H 


«H M 42000 600 18 BJ MB Base 

Oil Exploration ft Production Franc 

240 Gra*. +!<*> IJ - «B [mwve 

39 Areaxa *00 ... 5038 j” 

934 B Barm 3X00 -4900 09 010 O * 4 Kal]7 


| Germany 


TO Briilto 
840 Crim Ero 
81 Dana Pra 


M4J0 -H0O — 1590 36# 
22-25 125 - - 3346 


Netherlands 


0650 a *500 19 U 


DnxacJMi 7200 -4250 IS BJ im l 330 WtotHto 25&SD MU IJ 27 1 600 


Z to"**** ““ uo K ^ Household Goods 


.< 77 

♦ 


6400a 

■700 14 45 

H80 

68 

Hentar-M 





MTLkta 





ChMbt 






nzjo 


303 





611 



98® 

-1® 40 289 

IKS 


Mon 


40 160 

0 

7H 



_ 22 62 

2304 



HO® ta 

-DJO 4.1 95 

2373 




KB Kafa 
309 UBjfflA 
309 Lata(iD 
43 DaitotJ 
. B2 KcAlptacA 
PB McCanfti** 

. 56 Ptan«iSnilal 
I » . Mortocn 
59 MotoraJ 
325 P ersimmon 
93 Pretoria 

- IB AarittoGp 
57 SwmWl 

-■ 40 TtcHomre 
6fl TafforWriei 
'- «64 TTburyDac 
26 VMt 

- 30 vavoplto 


C0O -100 26 a 6 2251 
38500 *2200 21 250 7S54 
0250 -100 ii as on 

33600 -430 3J 00 1294 

33500 6» 1719 D» 

0DO0 -200 46 03 2567 
asra -200 70 05 077 
□000 a -S» 11 OC QB 
K450 -100 3.4 03 6055 

32500 e 4150 10 303 4«BB 
9000a -100 49 8.1 050 
X3B50 -400 64 tt4 2758 

M50 a - 44 B.4 7702 
(000 *300 U US 1556 

era -(00 if s.f ax 

8650 *100 69 70 3737 


(8 IrirVto PI 00 *€00 17 143 8* 

fa TOur* Dan 19400 -16m 51 06 3075 

26 V44E 8050 -700 2JBQS0 640 

'■ 30 VBvopIto 6400 _7.» - 7729 

71 WMtotal 83-30* -100 BJ HO 005 

' 3H VWncb ary 23600a 000 36 06 JS 

m Wrerera ITS *68 _ U 3273 

•4B VWunBonfa. SHOO -200 17 PJ 540 

. XI v'tocnC B)50 -IM 41 168 BD4 

378 WtafarC *500 *7150 66 313 BOS 

Building Materials 

BIT AfmtotM 51 -25 -100 49 Jri CCS 

' « A^ta^i Z250O -650 02 H6 US3 

38 BraerotoUi 8200 *IM 4J C-5 4(58 

2224 Bk* Greta 2BJ5 -3125 54 UJ 2(71 

024 IWtato 33500. -IM 17 Bri (ft* 


aS.*!? I Engineering 


iner 


28 Biwrisn 
60 Cwc 
V0 Cnta 
2(89 CRH 
<1 DtXvGp 
« Epton 
B Rto 
23* Graham Gp 
B Hrintal 

090 Han, 

54J Hcptomh 
ffl fV»dW 
948 Mack 

(. V JotosaanGp 
M Mapaar 
323 PMv 

8+ ( klilri l 

60 rincrlnd 

04 Noremt 

'-0(6 FAhvck 

4*5 m 

-tf QHfaO 

091 fatad 
2943 WIC 

' 40 IhfanM 
852 R®6r Gf 

5 StupaCF 
306 9G 

* 58 SlMtafRra 
(OO Time 


-100 £0 SJ »« 
wntfl *200 68-63 
■00 -40) 70 BJ 972 

0300 -31 00 -194(6 3922 

6050 *450 20 - MTS 1 

B85D -300 50 US 956 

SOM -1-00 - 43 22)2 

U900 -150 43 3U 072 

17700 - 43 BJ 22SS 

27500 -1400 33 -00 

22100 000 70 00 OS 

2050 -O0O 0.1 90 22B 

5350 000 47 2R2 066 

_ 43 _ 2354 

_ —32*47 SS4 

*540 040 MU ® 

mw .150 49 P.l 3B1 

38750a -300 19 M M 

7450 a _ 12 B J 060 

2100 a - 48 S.I OSS 

tol 1*1 -8J0 23 S3 2789 

- 19 B.9 « 

- _ BJ 0 

nto _ SJ KJ «*c 

82700 6800 IS OJ 090 

8150 -100 7.4 0J (720 

EZ 00 +200 16 214 WP 

226.00 -100 13 04 VO 

25900 -ON 16 ®2 5428 , 


24 banc 2200 _ 23 PJ DS0 

223 bradtom 16600 *800 3.4 162 5PI 

5 v hn,<9 sera 21 K.I 032 

194 farm Cmri #900 *1550 04 £75 2536 

044 GmriBac 39500 -000 41 269 046 

25 UCmlSrc 4600 -500 4 7 70 5797 

22 UaPHM B59 - 33 H0 CB9 

SB Mrato-SM 30500 - 27 BJ 25ft 

18 MTLbac M0O 300 XI ft4 7342 

S3 CBdfardtot 30600 MSO XI 99 O0 

V toNat 4400 -100 73 73 0 

97 Ptto 7900 a - 41 IJ » 

E7 Pram 3050 *600 13 US (887 

341 Pttan 45500 *000 06 313 TOO 

734 Racri 25700 *1950 29 357 3906 

254 tecta** 39900 *300 11 B0 JftJ 

IB Ratbora B70O *050 40 (.1 (506 

« SCKBubS*! B250 -1200 - _ 80S 

30 taran 39100 #50 33 80 £09 

V Sta u iata u 4400 *100 40ID90 Sft 

4 TftpntaTatfi 825 _ _ - (533 

46 Trinritr 5050 400 36 _ (459 

72 Trim 23500 *150 - - CM 

04 TIG a 00. -400 51 063 X®6 

34 (MU (050 +100 63 M4 308 

201 WrirCp 4925 *200 <U - KM 

47 VtrtlGp 7850 -800 93 53 *801 

ft VktoUolc #00 *100 - SB 

9 v^cnTreh *1JD -1D0 _ _ (M 

33 .Won 8450 -100 - - <00 

06 to 48500a .100 50 141 129 

_ Mac* B4S0» .700 _ _ 42P 

iglneering 

66 (00Gp KUO » +IW 5J 27 IQ> 

« MM 277 JO -noo 41 76 U 

98 AknmcGp 342S0 -<100 44 96 3546 

01 AMs ffl-50 *200 17 310 MB 

30 ApoOatofc tt0Oa -500 56 H0 3946 
<7 Asb liter UtSO - 66 83 08 

30 AS** 3650 -150 _ - 3R0 

04 Bibcock M 7900 -150 10 _ BR 

B4 Bqren [O «HJ -150 40 0.1 M0 

07 BEA 39000 *0 00 12 23 Off 

90 Bcrtfanj BS0Q -500 16 S3 0 

- Bcrkfcrt Acc 8575 075 - - 0 

S3 k(4c» 84250* *000 l.l JJ TO 

12 Bife Acre MUM 4300 U 261 OB 

66 MScari 0650* *400 « 90 «00 

32 Britai^i 1009) #00 70 07 077 

« BWI 8700* 050 53 *J *»0 0 

94 Qccle 2P0O _ 62 HI 6425 

« CtotV 2P0O -400 30 02 B22 

94 Omar 7250 *200 49 110 SB 

x oam Kuo -ira is - me 

5 CoWare, 83650 -2000 l J 257 2)46 

- - 000 a ^50 77 - 892 

_ . U « 

- 50 112 £00 


37 AJnprwc 
94 Afa 
7 ktoirTc 
S Sari Arm* 
219 BbrifPato 


- 14 M a 
TS0 40 a« MS 
.12, «7h58 0 

_ 54 *.9 (i ; 

• P5t> ID D* 1693 


OPEN 


Bloomberg 


U2 fcrpre 54900 

Ob SanaaOO 025 

B6 fai®rO( 28450 

9 as #50 

ISO LASftO 76600 

590 toman n 8435 

M fata. 2000 

SB PnrWcrOI 5450 

- RafarOi «0O 

BO TifareOI M5D0 

Other Financial 

Q AAardcaiAs 0950 

2904 Anretacap #100 

O Bretoo Dripto, 23000 

579 Catafata «H0O 

5« Caries JS-S0 


54100 -900 1.9 25.9 2175 

025 *025 _ 462 #78 

28450 -OSS 04 569 804 " W M 

#50 -750 - - 4385 (re Sank 

am no r lin qd 502 DO 

SUf -050 — 46J 2tP ® UgePrcp 

2000 +100 - fi.4 24R M Bras ire® 

5450 -150 IJ 04 ® 2 BtaOtas 

«0O -2700 - - 2S23 2® (tstanere 

lera -135 -60S.1 7130 *4 OatarrTk 


9® GtfatM 
230 G nr» 

3® HretaoCvr 

053 HatoU 

8 Hnfacn Tn 

M IMolfa 

*> Hratarto 
B hrefato 
509 Lad Ski 
21 UUAw 
JB UtatorScc 

9 NdfaSret 


Dteoum 

Z50% 

Lomtand 

Canada 

430% 

Prime 

6.00% 

Okcounc 

Denmark 

430* 

Discount 

3 30* 


10-d Repo 
Sweden 


japan 

&50X Dtacount 0-50* 

5.00* Belgium 

5.50% Docoin 175* 

Central 330% 

4.75% Switzerland 

Dsoouk 1.00% 

435* Lomfard 3.00% i 


Wtac M y bKtaa MIoMri 

Prtca 'O® YM PIE Curia fa i 


Oif YM HECade 


0950 -750 53 3U ZE7 ' 

mat *600 IJ 269 lift 

23000 _ 46 63 204* 

09400a -2350 15 XU 04 

J9L50 -1650 20 232 BO 


« OretMOm 4e60O -3100 J7 05 M 
27 GMolfata COM -100 19 0 1 77S* 

tB ComtaUPta 6350 *100 13 7J JriS 

S3 D<*to Grata 6)50 < -150 36 H7 268 

47 Erfpwfara SUA - 36 ( 6 69* 

48 HtopBitatm 2* 1» _ JO 68 4770 

05 IWPW 76250. -050 .0207 3609 
25 feat CD 00 -2250 1 7 03 0 

*0 KetanodAfta M1SD CQ0 _ _ (04» 

34 rttatom Grata (050 *600 99 52 1S78 

30 Mdhlda 0850 HUD 4 9 (43 4MI 1 

JS OsbcrreS m 55750. -750 47 iri 276 | 

(94 (*tot7a 37900 .(00 S3 U 2ft0 ■ 

19* Ptorten2«6 41750 - 49 (12 277* ! 

IS Pto 70150 .150 17 99 2fa I 

15 (9mA >9850 -150 16 90 2» | 

22 Parmtkum 3000 _ 5J 76 V9> . 

36® tetaaJC 90500 » -M50 19 174 046 , 
% Rohm 43458 *J0O JJ 2D 2 3B8 j 

OB Roiri Doutare 7B50 -180 W II ffl 

09 SSarcnria 27500 r _ 4 7 (17 29« 

64 Scows 3100 .150 19 #1 #83 

ft Strife 4iaH 2610 . 1 00 <4 0.9 OH 

30 (ton 1650 - 54 - 2#4 

Si (AMre-CSa* MJC _ III 85 32Z7 


•100 57 98 ta 

_ 4 7 07 29# 

•ISO 19 *1 #83 I 
-IM 44 0.9 OH - 1 
_ 54 - 2#* 

_ 09 *5 327 | 


66 (00 Gp 
« MM 
98 AkreraGp 
m Airis 
30 ApoBariris 
<7 Art, I itcy 
30 AS** 

04 Babcedc M 
64 BqratCQ 
*27 BEA 
398 Bcrtfarel 
- Botrioid Acc 
8S Be4*a* 

7X1 Brk Atari 
MSS MM 
02 Britoek 
« sw I 
94 Onto 
93 CMb 


00 RgpIDato 3B50 -100 5 7 98 XB I 

09 SSaicjt#a 27500 r - 4 7 07 2» 

64 Scows 7S 00 -ISO 19 *1 4083 I 

ft Santa riaH 2658 IM 44 0.9 OH 

30 ton 1650 . 54 - 3+94 ^BTrTTT 

St (AbhR-Otank «58 _ (39 85 ZS7 19 11 f 

SO vfacrUVtot 8050 *450 -22964 608 III 1 ' 

Insurance Lilli 

& AKHLtoft D60Q> - 6892 

G3 Aatraak, Q«0O -180 OJ - 06 ; 

MO Mddlha BS50 *100 5 9 . «8« • 

» BnriooriiGp ri 50 -S50 Im 82 1(7 ' 

S3 Oft tour fat DODO HUP *3 - 48C i 

5»6 Conwlto 8SZOO -34 CO <2 61 03 

B5 Cnrloar, 23650* *IXC l5 P.l <85* 

U DomAGcri 49600 -500 2* B4 7499 

« tori. a* M0S0 #50 10 - bBH, _ ... 

SSO dm look (03600, 1*50 <3 OP 3D 0» . . *v^ . 

X0I ex SROO. - >7 *2 TH! W«h Low Seoul Prt. 

239 (tna 15150 -150 U 44 0*0 40 'tor ar'to <358 

<3 Haccaktaa (4150 _ J9 9J «7 # GowAata* *450 

SB Mepfato 872.50 *PJ3 (5 «» 650 Ge.tr Are SnaU *r 9 

334 )krd UatdTto 17753 • B 00 7 i ID18 MU 5 ‘3omEm(lto 8s 2S 
95 l/rtart torreri, B65B -100 4 9 _ 2758 . J» tooHta 8JDC 

411 U4TT (4525 -075 64 _ riK5 , 3# Gore- On« *550 



ft Ore Tft4ar 26050 *1450 11-0(5 

03 MnFdMyT 48150 *250 45 PJ 2027 

18 BOreftMEM BVJ0 _ U BJ 678 

« £*» 2150 -050 04 02 23W 

M btatoreoaCa 09000 - 10 a.4 4039 

230 GumPl 3300 050 OJ 09 042 

120 Head (45750 , -(100 14 22-3 7X7 

(79 fenrwiCspaf 18480 -780 52 02 JB7 

£) IraydSme _ _ -07 2250 

084 LStorjka 4850 -080 43 213 M0 

277 UtaForfl* 35050 -050 4.7 04 722S 

_ Utota TxM BD0Q -150 _ - J8» 

05 LdnScnBL (&00 *200 U l»0 J«7 

KB I48G Group 07750 r *250 2 J 222 35ft 

64 ftaffiJI 34480a <500 06 11.1 7896 

*22 MAM 0580 a *2200 30 275 5568 

(ft tarepan 19800 *800 IJ 81 SO 

M ( tola Rare B00 -750 78 _ 4580 

736 fapreial 26080. -3080 WWW 

200 Are fad 7B50 -2200 2.9 SJ 04 

BJ fcatonreBra 39150 *000 40 64 B90 

67 ItoUri 5850 *200 U 00 3538 

38 StU 12300 - 73 U 2W 

91 Sacra Tru* 6(P0O *150 4J OJ <6ft 

0 U-ton PLC 7900 -150 _ ^ 0 

Paper ft Printing 

87 Adra PtacRf 64000, *2080 -8S1I 3577 
IM Aft Grata 59500 *050 23 6S 60? 
(29* ArtoV^ra Ap 6700 -750 55 HJ DP 

46 fah fare Gp JS _ 17 9 J 3971 

0450 *1» 45 UA (06 

#50 *250 U 367 « 


(up fanip 

PST 

fepaPieps 


(O total Grata 

(0 total 
(27 ScrnMR 
238 Store**! 
088 S«4hEs> 

M MaijRa 

86 SrMxfcw n 

4® TB 
88 Taps Eros 
OB Town Cam 
IB TlritardPk 
06 Mfhmrefas 
00 Vtoidad 
136 VtoOf 


0580 *100 _ MU 0*0 

M650* -100 )8 BJ 7072 
HUS *850 17 OJ 3B9 
4ft 00 -ICO 52 0-3 2U7 
0B08 _ 18 - 222 

0)80 s -108 _ <82 633 
25450 « -150 40 H2 O* 
70S 00 *100 02*68 2236 

W50 -100 19 DJ 5730 

47150 .900 30 25-1 2*0 

3450 +*J0 _ - 2H8 

55800* *050 10 17-7 5*2 
4(00 HUS 15 85 W 
2000 -100 12 - OM 

9(400 . -850 36 274 OS 
USD MJ0 27 _ 33# 
0400 *300 57 (L4 24# 

035) *100 52 P.4 42M 

5*450 , -3380 41 390 0(7 
27750 15) 34 B I 

MOO *150 - 215 655 
1700 *850 7J _ 770 

EB0Oa , 55 OJ IB 
64850 **00 I J 791 720 
27800 a -Z50 13 147 Ml 
25250, _ 40 60 3BB 

MOD - 16 2Q7 208 
27J5 #5) 50 _ 700 

2950 -0.75 44 D0 2635 

6450 *100 19 _ «0B 

•01 #50 43 210 Ml 

0200 -200 19 94 77® 

9700 > -05) 30 HI HB 
22(00 *450 13 M0 (8S4 

3050 000 12 29 J KJ] 

0080, -100 59 IJ D44 
715) _ 45 IU 2873 

•USD* MTS - 210 206 
5000 *350 IJ 513 3P1 

torn* 85) 45 tu ms 

PBJ0 -050 3-3 88 3B9 
2taJ0 +000 65 HP 7® 
26080 - 17 M2 2239 

0400 _ - . 3238 


K9 BMfato KBUJDa -850 06 5£0 339 

■ ItoCpOn 23580 *105) 65 4* 2J« 

30 rriimuu Cwp 050 _ 7J H2 2387 

71 KrataSft 567 JO « *150 22 M0 2)95 

» 0®6 6c 0350 . 10 HI 000 

005 Lopa 09580 H250 l.l *2 MS 

D IraBnfaiSw #050 *3100 _ - 1932 

IP IpnaKrip M50a *05) 14 61 SOT 
U M-R Grp KUO -OS0 43 ftl 3W0 

»4 TtoTCmp 78700 a *8580 I J 344 *a 

B Pure* 34000 _ 9J Oil JS38 

98 MrOnolWb 4450 *058 _ - 176 

47 rVaan AMre, 5450, .180 10 303 2777 
35 merer torn 22C50 *7580 _ _ 2®7 

79 Mourn 7400 -150 02 49 75* 

IKS Ptaft 03150 -7 JO Of 111 57# 

E7 MT* Grp 24100 -180 10 290 2256 

* CM* #80, *280 30 110 W0 

3T pray OI0O -450 <S» 39.9 OBI 

Kl ftwre-rta 14250**300 44 P0 6X2 

27 Preici ent 3350 *150 _ _ 0 

IP PSD 4*00 +X0O _ _ S96 

30 OtakjrSnwra Z22JO _ _H20 BO 
B (red (rec 0450 *400 28 80 6478 

40 WraStc 0500 .(UO 49 B2 5692 

7» RrenttGrp 25600 *575 IJ 289 7779 

• AkreriuGrp 6080 - SJ 882 7B42 

M (74 79750, *150 10 154 3807 

07 (abanWhiret 575) *4700 _ «J J4H 

46 Ratal N 34200 SM 10 236 (40 

44 M’S Grp XI0D *050 X6 200 6171 

8* Sap 5200 *150 04 JtJ 6681 

2B Satoren (Q 0080 +100 90 66 Ml 

29 SmdnonB 050 k -150 9* B0 7(00 

60S Sriaa Appcs (0580 -2750 07 nj 5895 

TO Sam Gp M8000 *35X0 05 479 H4 

0Q Sou Gp 66000 *P5D 00 «J 7511 

2» Snriatkf BP 00 * -*50 11 05 720 

39 Sored fed #080 +400 I J 21.4 2998 

64 tom Grata 4280 *150 _ _ KJO 

40 Stood** 4250 100 _ -250 

a SUwwta BJ0 *200 2 » 05 1724 

27 SCR-Pta (2500 _ 15 96 2990 

IS Tore* 785) +358 3-1 OJ 4738 

» UDO BUO _ 73 00 3®9 

a IW-maltor 7858 -2600 OJ 9.4 443 

ft VtpGp 22250 rtOCC 10 ft. I 5*16 

SS Vlftmta H ired 22700 c -750 U UJ 590 

M6 Wm hpdm 5100 *700 08 - KB 

9 Wft ii n Pmr 4800 -150 46 Dl 0 


Iff tow Swell Price Oj Yld MC, da ■ fagh Ire, Stock Price CH* Yld PTC Coda 
40 >toraan Vt* 4JJ(I *08 (J _ 3» : 2» Fwri Ctance (4 •»» *000 J5 260 (368 

C GonrAtaSre* -l*5i _ _ 5«H #0 toLdun 77J50 *450 If M2 7200 

. Ge.tr AM SmGo 47® -650 - 161 ■ 77 Frrad, Hds 0150. -059 59 04 M2 

1 Gren Em* *9* & 25 025 Ok . MJ! (73 Grae WrtcJ* 55750 riSOO I » 347 2937 

7* Graf+to 82-00 -050 <0 _ tb» l gpo Gina, ,Jrp «daOO •BOO 20 ftf HE 

14) GowrOreta 9550, -400 04 _ 095 , 73 Mto *200 ->XD 4* 0 


. « farihtadka C280 - Ul 7 ’ trifH 

52 NreUridCptl 6580 -500 07 Q.7 M66 1 

S2 Oddan W80 -950 57 _ 1965 j 

JB Ota&ap 9780, +50 74 74 4AW I 

9270 KortU&mA *0080 -080 41 222 ftB2 

6CQ Sadt-a* W580 -100 5 1 (20 K52 , 

C 5)tociivCpri 11480 -150 9 9 - 1699 

60S VWta Corram (#00, *150 58 110 SO 1 


• 58 SpriOfRra U*S ■«» 25 

nil IWw ULSO tJDU 

5ft Tr-a Potts 50600 *400 U »* JJ® 

20 Uni, Grade TWO *100 87 9* OT 

26ft Wokdtp 49480, *1180 19 156 32B8 

Chemicals 

#6 AUtalWI WJ0 -400 06 ns W 

(00 AldCdbldi B400* -'-SO 25 ftl B» 

- B AnfariejGp DUO -300 20 B6 9D 

. 7 AMolkd 075 *025 - - * I 

,«ao DOC 96100 k -MOO 35 ft2 #06 ! 

» torrid 050 -«D ftl »J » 

r SB MVD 23600 -780 40 M0 «7 

UD BTP =500* -»0O 42 OJ ^ 

-■ n Crnmm 26700 -4 .! 02 Bfl 

,002 29550, 5* » 

561 Craft - 4600 +am 28 192 to 
• 37 DmAm 2B0O -W « « ® 

. » BtaAEtrd 20000 +758 42 S2 « 

' 16 EaropnO*- S70S« * MB U Si aS 

M MfalM 6580 *>00 - 

M HutafcrChwi 22900 -IJ0il««" 

-MS Kt SBttOO *100 40 245 032 

40 tareeCp 2XU0 +750 14 00 

' SD KuonGp M40O -Dm 48 4fcA 2» 

' DZ7 (jperi* 6*50 -M50 45 ftO 097 

■ 98 rtodwt 2600 *#33 SS ft* 

OS Mara* 796JX3 +750 20 42* 

9 faraa 3550 - 17 0.7 0 

a Panto sum +ira 23 »7 « 

as Sea 27358 k -650 2J 60 2US 

X £5 krSj* aUOn +100 7-1 74 »3 

15 V ftAimJ nai BISP . - 47 6.1 V* 

BO -RKtoCp »J0 *000 53 - BM 

: 295 Ti6* Crip 20CJ9 +J50 *■> 07 

ft Zoutowas 2050 480 30 ftl 4028 

*■' Distributors 

68 Ateonnakr 


KB BS 3600 X +400 SJ QJ 20n 

2051 - - - 0 

7450a -100 52 U0 2M 

79 tom 0500 *8J0 3j 00 OSS 

B9 Fm BS0O a -100 2.9 62 30 

25 Mi J JS _ . (O ffl 

P7 FtrekMacn BUS *475 10 61 Ota 

806 M 6580 » -250 14 262 DM 

36 GS 9500, - 59 94 D25 

6H Spared 34950 *350 (4 87 O 

M (tonMRki miO 058 16 U 6 25ft 

B6 HB Ere WOO - 50 9 1 2252 

427 Hrima ABI +100 16 168 2254 

B Hmpaa 7130 _ 47 (Sri » 

21 MOfaRk S50 -400 90 20.9 SOI 

3H Marito 2600 x 050 3.1 - 3641 

m M «B0O +050 10 120 068 

BE3 JctrereMl S3S0Da+l20O U S2 OO 
44 LGartacr Gp 28700 *100 30 U <•» 

27 Lodwrm ftW* - 17 IJ )ffi 

89 PtLHohta 5300a -100 40 ftl 6414 

84 H Rrita a rea 47250 -800 10 B0 2550 

4S8 MdSdtot 46150a <800 46 65 Kd 

128 Herrin moo 050 1c 05 7576 

a Hrtrira 9000 -050 S3 146 ID* 

(ft Hotel XP50 -050 8.9 42 TED 

(SS Horan Cnie 46150a +B» 41 0.1 204 
M HortftMft, 19150a J80 10 174 7220 
B» KreftRt 64080a #58 Zl OJ Off 

ft PiacraM 0958 _ 41 l)J 419 

D6 Proton 742.50 _ 16 B-2 5M 

M Oretaaredc 10500. 000 ftl OL0 5H6 

to hrare 6750 - -HO OB 

n Ranrrid 36180, -750 3J U* D98 

X MdareknW 8580 -150 63 B4 2844 

3771 Ititaf Irarr 2000a -M50 3.1 - 644 

m iStair Bora .100 war w 

03 RMfcre HOIII *M80 16 85 $«B 

in jaarbe B50 -150 10 ft! K28 1 

99 SmrUJteM 50000 +3050 IJW » 
n gaa, HS0O -9000 Iri 200 (0 

SB ktoffs (to 82580 a 0000 17 ff l JW 

M2 c-ta r. - ta r re 5)000 +P50 II GD MB 

% toSfalto 2S758 -750 SO 05 2996 

» 42950 0160 19 03 5687 

TrraTre 7750 , -MO0 40 0.4 026 

fQ irtoaaUd 271504 + 080 U 10 X44 

rtr linfari k* 38450 +1100 - 22-6 ■ 

% Wen 3XM 180 10 H3 OT 

387 Vkec 6*50 a -SJO 20 #3 170 

261 VocpwTtai 80500* (■» 42 OP 73g 

S (MmM Z*eJO -050 51 - H» 

^ WfaGp ftUO -1600 3.9 (SI 1494 I 


- a.4 M6 Investment Trusts 


2988 Jr SO 80 x -280 2.1 E5 («0 j 

90 iSraCWCo BW -180 7.1 _ 300 

36 Atmaharr. D»M *'75 U - TO! l 

(79 AMriortk 36X0 -100 34 . 709 1 

V (Kliai 4650 -300 1 0 - 4T3 

» A6oc6tw6u 1S2S -ITS M - 83 I 

SO AteRt^ixc 050 *100 89 _ 19*4 ! 

48 AtataNDra MU0 050 1 9 Eft) ■ 

X AtmSaaS 478B - 15 - OC ; 

(2S3 ABra 70560 -HOC 14 - 068 | 

667 AreftOtoH 56*80 -550 10 - 667 , 

55 bdGBlpn 4B5Q B50 - - «W . 

BS Brefttrun. M50 -ITS IT « 8 ft# 

ft fa-Srarai 28480 -150 ' 0 _ J4« , 

240 faTiftww 4Mft *575 11 . 948 I 

87 BRaCftfana B6P0 075 _ . (M7 

£2 Brk Aasax Gfff 0358 *'00 . - 3S43 ' 

3M Ent A ssrTr U48o, -I2S 5.9 . ICO . 

Bl Br* Ereta S6G HftOO, *025 U _ BO | 

207 tow 32180 -950 1 0 - T77I ; 

J BZWErxfc— era *050 - - tm I 

167 Ctore TlftSa *650 16 . 5360, 

MS Get ri toton 22BLB) 00*150 35 - 0 . 

a CoMrdcHITId (7450 -1« 74 . 2*44 | 

P Core. Ansa 2ftJC *350 16 P* , 

JS Oarraaor H050 *100 9 4 . 709 1 

B Danedobetr 279-50 -IS) 43 . OC7 

TBS Ckmdntac (ftJO *025 *1 _ 06 • 

S7 Orate fcn&* S’-® 3 7 . 30 i 

392 Duwtoi Wade 0400 -150 1 4 . 062 I 


triS* tat, Ijrenkrn 27250, -ICO 25-00 

68*6 ' ft GpTB *658 *C58 *0 . ftft 

7965 j tS 1ST to Gdi CQ00 100 3 4 . 55® 

46*0' 2b H Sara Uff Err, *80 -100 04 . 55® 

7487 25* HtadBK6i>«2&m -315 17 *5ft 

057 . SS Mend Grab-ar 4S*00 1 00 18 _ 2230 

6599 ft HmdHto 6050 . -358 SJ 662J 

60 ' O Head to VnG> 27 2S 780 - 45(7 

i QO Mend TB toft 6050 0sO . _ H3i 

B7 Herkrao S0258 -iJC O' - *M 

I® I 03 HerridtoTa 05 OC -300 C'J . Mi* 

y 0 | 00 HCcren SmCo <C50 .16 *539 

7071 l <2 lASUffSnwCo H380- 1 « 15 _ 7D2 

'2; I b (dta-jcHet ®ra -iso . 22® 

53 56 divSCO kiu 5125 lli ' » -437. 

47= | WTSCOEtR 18050 350 01 2*91 

■4+9 • 0 eiVSCC'KonM 39 TS -4 74 . «ft0 

55 ! 7» w/sco T<*p, 26.00 074 . <3K 

5* I 27 Ir+Ta ■* (n-Tm 0*50 -lit' . 3D48 

*49 I 391 KnCfaoJ 86 SO *l»5 4J - AJE 


- 1713 

' b 

rietebri Grp 

lb® 

. bJ9 

1 4° 

htan Mreei 

bS W 

. ss« 

ft 

kenci 

2175 

- E* , 

! 3b2 

Iresreke 

2050 

bSH 

4ft 

London '3 um 

K® 

_ 22* 

*D 

Hjn'tao 

6(50 

dU 

59) 

HriACcem 

4® 40 

4S® , 

££> 

FtorereJeUW 

*.« 

- 

39 

Md>ni Letatae 

JH50 

- m , 

21 

O breTre, 

1250 

. ««, 1 

1 *8 

j»1WI Hok 

C5ti 

6539 | 

Ji- 

Obamderq 

ft® 

- an 

ll 

P+ptott 

450 

2285 

; 29*0 


D6® 

_ *S*» 

D8 

“e®. Motel 

44® 

2*97 . 

« 

• rro faaab 

aso 

*790 1 

J23 

Stwr Mr*ri 

0750 

43E , 

5i 

to*b» |W| 

224® 


iftSErapCpd M&OO 


35 165 ESC I5J * 

2*4 ktanOuner 36*00 
38 town Drip Fnd US 00 
ft KwUrK-i 9»7S 


ft SretftKo 99 74 -12S - 

51 Ktanbri-Pey M50 -l« 

273 UsiOies 3+ 00 - 700 IJ 

S3 krenSCriaPe, 8550 100 - 

b tows DV*x 3S5OO0 _ -I 
25! Ire Deb 067 OO - ftOO 12 

47 LiCftr «„IT B*8P . 25 
. unttknCa U600 3a 

V IreSSlar 0450 *« 00 46 

80 Lretand 3*0 00 - -400 4J 

OS (ffriib 2*550 *258 2* 


151 St' *180 _ 2364 

36*80 -111 06 _ BV ' 9*9 Ttoditoa 

635 00 . 49 . *23> • ft T+reennrer 

99 14 -2-ft - 5272 34 Tom Hour 

*050 •'* _ 6HH 1 fa tartan 

3+ 00 >700 15 . 1191 *0 VO 

(550 100 - . (742 1 Be 'Abmoier 

3S5OO0 . -w>3 o 'life Assurance 

88700 -ftOO 12 . 346 , *T7* 

EfOP 16 ftel , **9 

U600 . 3a . 5® ■ 

0* JO .1*4* - HSa j 

moo- -4W 4J - »« 1 SJ !^T~ .. 

3PSJ0 ,758 2» _ 25M 1 Pnriarcul 


« Septa BdK Mri 

no ktata 

280 Sr tab, Lta 


B toto 
M Fta Pta*or 
OS Eta In. Tr 
X Eta Bcrin Tr 
38 Eta Naw T-gee 
0 EtaSmCok 


E.W J50 _ 60ft 

*0 JJ *150 13 _ r« 

9050 -500 _ . 990 . 

OX) 035 - - S3* 

a 35 *025 0J . Sfi2 ■ 


MMn.IT rara 15 ** *** °* u » •*» 30 » ' « 

f SS ' si ' W • «<w Le*ri»Ce- *8080 -S58 30 3 9 Hft 

B*S .1*4* ' S ■ *0* tondta«7to *9100 ri® S3 M 0 006 

M«. « 2 '70O 1 »* tore-K-Jn WOO -108 _ -1386 

JS5 .JS 2* : 2*7 : •« SS ^ ^ 

MGreneto ta MJ8 ®J _ . 3IP S«H* A ftt «82S *025 33 221 0 

IS ” _ 52 j — *-*-» *’« « «« 

H Grere 5m Co fflkjo <S1 13 . 2677 : Media 

^ ’SS it “Si Ab««t ne+d nara 150 uv* isn 

HnnCwoP 1)050 « *150 13 1197 1 „ rain .ftnn It KJ 60* 


^ 06 BraPolytraw #250 -100 S3 91 2K8 

19) Brkxon Grp (3850 - 11 8.1 40*6 

(E7 fata 2K00 a *488 12 Hri 07 

44 OpataM 8050 -450 SB 60 ft# 

23 Crat ft 5850 -580 08 75 052 

22 CrapperUJ 2#50a -ISO 23 7 J 794* 

925 De La (re 4800a 050 73 #1 071 

91 Dtapttaft 25250 000 U ft* 6499 

37 Fefgsta 9150 -4350 Bl U Off 

309 Flrid Craw 34700 -708 U 07 3M 

« Rkcaa WJO _ .13 OS 5SO 

39 toratar 7350 -150 90 183 3BD 

98 to*> Po*tr 7(280, _ 45 (44 23(8 

B7 Ire. A Barer 32903 *650 SJ 90 08 

tareWd MCbda * D «THta*4P »J0 •'« 45 90 Hft 

'jv'.-T! m Mtamtam 0S50 080 30 B 4 251 

01)0 J J ftfl 0b8 M| ftkautow n 9M8Q *4750 0 9 3S,9 3946 

-450 3 9 M2 7200 7S PV» 6500 -450 44 ft* 2780 

050 49 IT* M2 ft Porter Chdhura 2800. . 10 90 MR 

4400 1 9 247 2937 Kl PfXAH JfflJO *500 20 _ IB 

900 20 b.9 HE (44 RPC Grata 18 JO. *300 33 Hri 022 

-ira 9* 0 64 **»• 9250 *600 10 2SA 29# 

. 45 67 kSCO a Snftff&elS 19350 -900 42 8* 2960 

. _eta* I *445 Sft Sure, 52850 -4C0 12 64 a» 

22-75 *075 42 II J AH S2 Ttotoffafa M050 -150 27 60 ftsa 

26750 IS) 30 30' 19# B Vfa, 7450 -100 - US 3223 

»«> 23 0* 2329 jx Wuftnrro, 26480, •'» 50 QJ 322* 

B850 -IM 12 2»J «B0 « Vmo*0a 27080 500 40 C.4 32*0 

®85ti 40) 21 07 Sffl* K Wtefanffret 22750 AW 30 QJ 3292 

3?S kfra 14 So too Pharmaceuticals 

2250 . . 81 4685 6 Akryme 3400 - - - O# 

C5tl _ -40 QBS tto Brnnh BKaad> «MS0 *+-S0 - . wn 

7*00 Zl _ m BS CaitaAraka* 3 8150 *QJB - - 1977 

450 _ _ 0 B) CrataPtam 66500 37J8 _ _ BG2 

33680 -»75 64 — 086 2ft CtarediGp 294® +I2» _ . 049 

4480 _ 30 94 SB90 251 Odraueicc 2)400 -050 — _ lift 

BSD . -HOT TUB TH dam HOP 27*58 *2580 _ 40* TX3 

050 14 _ M3 ta808 GtocWlm CH4D0 -7DOO 10 74b (04 

150 4* a I 1227 a (buret, 15 4650 -050 _ 46 5361 

. Ik 05 087 6b Hedren 0100 -1450 14 (41 «2b 

■300 ij hj •*« 06 ituti bm -4&ra _ vta ma 

. U 7 7 3S26 bl Ok Iktactor 22900 *350 - - VO 

- 50 0 97 PreudeTH 27150 -l-S) _ _ 238* 

. 27 . UB » Pb-dretofaa 0450 - - - 22M 

100 1 7 a J 3086 1# Saab fa® S7J0 MOO - - 66+9 

-4(D 80 6J KB 33H5 BCBead, 60700. -500 IJ 310 KO 

-050 12 114 620 to Sk^Ptanrei V 00 -450 - _ 6(74 

■450 9 7 S3 2D 0585 MmA HODOi -S80 I72U W 

ri» U BJ 2(72 0530 ZE««CA 2048x0 *9*80 12 303 BBS 

Property 

3500 10 9 * id 63 Atari Lta TO 00 ■ — M 8.4 B47 

>50 30 J4 Hk H9 Ato>Prep W50 450 U 273 OB 

A5D SJ HO 008 302 Bn xlrear k Gn 24250 <180 _ 285 2S3 

-100 _ USB 222 Satan 25800 650 52 03 IMS 

BOO u 8. 1 MB 77 Brttrr B450 *'50 49 BJ ZOO 

•450 _ 174 6M J* Brre End Pifti 5550. AEC 2' O' 12SS 

HJ2S 32 111 0 <0 BreriordProta 3680 • -150 40 208 2S3 


+Q50 iri iw s» Retailers, Food 
-150 S3 93 JM 5368 ASK 


ft fafcris 
IB Ian?* 


279 TyOs 
235 Grb> 


(77.75 +425 22 144 (U ft ¥« Gt, 22150 *008 10 161 

SteW' *5* U(1» K Vtortpr Hred 22750, J50 2J 8U 

*18) U M » fa WtoaAta** 0250 +700 (18 _ 

U » W M ira.Pw 4850 -350 45 HI 

SS* » WSP Grata 9750 +550 12 B.I 

95-00 -3JX) _ uyj.i 5333 _ _ , _ 

2&&D0 *sius 11 b.i 222b Telecommunications 

35-50 «100 5j0 CJ QO 79509 BT VJ 0 -7 3i SJ HJ 


100 45 90 25ft 0660 Texra 
800 20 64 20 to Thoram 


Ml KretSwt 1IB50, -1150 82 B.9 198 
860 MtntnW 22050 *050 10 30.1 KJ 

73 fatfttadGrp B80 HJD 83 A0 2732 

336 Stow* 32500 x -MB 5.4 0.1 IB9 

9221 Srindao 48980a -BJ5 33 212 (SO 
fi2 SonarteU 28150 +250 45 69 K77 

0660 Team *8700 *200 17 J02 «256 

to Ttoreaom 25450 <200 29 00 KOI 

285 WRtoo 6 P 47150 *1750 47 HO M91 

RezaBers, General 

B8 Afcnxw 27080 *1250 - 04 2997 

204 Akkra 23900 050 43 8 0 099 

fa ABad Crepaa 0050 -950 55 0.4 Oft 

B87 Are» SS250 -30 Mr XS OO 7»o 

84 AcNct 13 1400 -UO . 82 OB 

59 Arab Deed M50 S0O 45 QJ 09) 

ft Beat 33750 _ 32 1.7 4®1 

(7 Bremen) M3 50 . 64 00 K# 

60 Boarib 34250 -150 25 00 UK7 

tB Om ware 9700 a -100 46 CL9 3U6 

fa Bbchtlea 96850 -900 13 07 £238 

281 Bod, Seta (4400, -S30 <3 6.9 1X8 

BOS Bren 8B 00**2850 30 SJ BO* 

60S fawn (Ml 4850, _ 11 >45 6872 

397 Baron Gp 0480 ITS 31 233 DM 

344 Carprerre. #950 -BSD 40 Sri 29M 

448 Chrtrik. 24S0O -3500 12 387 5442 

« OwtkBCo 42900 *850 47 05 BS) 

S Gcreta Cd> 9750 -150 20 «0 7390 

2£S Creren 43250 -750 l.l 144 794+ 

540 dps sera -am 21 201 (s+ 

25® DbxmGp 59400 -ftOO 12 12.4 (SO 

04 Becfaalbta 4700 «J50 .247.4 3588 

4 EtiGp 350 - . - 0 

11350 a +180 13 - 000 

UOSO *880 87 84 00 

38250 -1758 10 - 2160 


(9989 BT 4M50 -735 SJ IO BQ 

DM Cue A wraen OS DO *250 25 OJ BB 

«B8 C * W Ceram 27450 -700 - - 2» 

a? Gan Cato 0950 -952) . _ « 

07 ionlct B50 .750 - - » 

3B9 Oraet 25780 +IIJS _ - 47U 

* 28(58 -2400 00 210 2922 

71 M 9 SO . - 2766 


OB Ttaatabri 
U3» Wadtore 4000, *2*00 IJ 36.* 3872 

Textiles & Apparel 

12 Abwti IV 0330 _ 4 1 - TOO 

91 Alto] Text (2850 -150 7J 49 550 

2# fard fWre) 2050, *100 57 . WE 

ft BrafaR Mr 0050 a -100 4.7 II J 1730 

37 Ctewreaa MJ0. 050 02 - 3640 

682 CcouVlftKi 9700a -450 (14 HI MBS 

111 Creatadta Tax 25750 -100 S42SS4 7050 

SB Dmotr Gp >*050 *450 14 0 3 0H 

27 niGp (58Q *850 - 250 2K2 

> Haraaaw Go 950 *100 43 - 63* 

82 Ftcktae P 2950 a -1200 17 65 2293 

3 Hofa 250 _ - _ 0 

54 tom tori 3800 -4480 45 149 2378 

*0 latm 0900 -100 U5 44 2409 

41 LaabGp UIOQ, -850 7 9 7 0 MX 

29 UreSH 3150 *135 10 90 24 B 

» fafawtoh I43S -15 - 2560 

19 PirikttaGri BUO iOO 42 to 27» 

374 Pwabad Gp (BOO *180 40 360 ISC 


as EtaiUKTrWM, 30750 050 3 7 

19 Eta. LS Trator 42(53 -950 _ 

90S Bean 52180 -bit) 13 

10 EMriasCi^rr +450 -US - 

360 fa^SScot 15875 -150 1* 

Si EnpiSreCm K150 - - 

38 Exrear PtriCpri 67 CO -30P 05 

65 Fxfc+EitaVri Z715C <50 02 

37 Fwilta* 2535-025- 
« HrerSpaVt) 0250 -UC '2 


f ■ ' ■ K'WW ret rreww reav — - — ■ Aft® ANMta* fajA null . I JU J / HI I*., ■ 

* 1 A* 4 Hra,Ew»9r 17050 ■ •(« 23 JW 1 a tonr (47 JO .600 73 SJ 647* 

Ht Hreyteren «W to *700 7- ; SS5 Ae«n Grata +'-75 1 0 VI kite 

IB MXO avidrb* «Ji UiO 14 . «B ' u krtr^x Taken b<U0 _ _ - «2aB 

30 famto Ttra - ’« - fas. C k-rec i«J0 . .158 22 80 3804 

&■ Marie taOra 11 ’ EH 1 >* 8*ra»«'"6re *00 -580 44 217 SM 

67 MGrlEqrybc 8100 ■ **00 4 7 , j Bx**le 135 03S _ 58 0 

40 PttrifafaCo *» SO I K . . IB9 , Borax TV 30 JO _ 2« 88 >406 

J2 HrrjEi**fao" 9*50 0B 13 . BtS . ^ L« 4000 040 4 8 201 032 

27 far, Enmpree #00 -3® 34 ■ 780 B&rfl 0600 *2800 14 271 3382 

jn rvryir«ftTw ifcw *i oo 5.1 - w -OJ -rare i m | +-~ sr&OQ - *ioci j* u* 

S2S far,toemitl 43650 1J0 3* t** I 270 <j*iai(ftm 44480 *100 LS (3 4 2W 

« far, Sr* r*+u K®. 780 21 ft*0 j, Crennn 4(75 +150 *4 25+3 

94 far, tarXitaei +»J0 * 1 * * ! - . £0 Om*i STrira +250 04 . ea 

» fttwsSnOi ^50 •' M 7 5 ~ Z ' w CIA'S rata b4J0 - Iff* 59M 

0 1X4 Ari SiaCo <70® -6013 - W Cxxaan Q50 050 _ 42 H® 

50 OdfamulSA <b2S .04 . 7052 


523 JO *700 47 3* Q9S 3361 B. Land 65300 0000 22 *4 (28 

90 Brecon 7&50 -700 53 BO W0 

Aft Bwtard am 380 27 306 ten 

330® 150 13 274 1522 K77 CreSaxcCn 0100 _ 16 141 00 

H7 JO *(S00 73 SJ 647* m CptSrpi 25550 .100 1.4 2Q9 320 

«4.7S H.IS 10 203 kri* 9 Ctattofap 266-50 -200 Iri H6 0 

WLiO - - - SW 24 CtatoaGp S2 -025 - 915 296S 

3*750 ■ .150 12 111 3504 37 Cnfatol Q00 050 - - 6386 

■era soo 4* 21 7 90 ga CMaatd jew *3 jo i.i wj at 

ITS 02S _ 58 0 HI Orera -fla kl Wen 030 20 - BS 

3050 - 2* 80 >*06 j, Cheroxrontot 7950 -100 - - 22a 

4000 0® *8 201 032 u Crerecs 0050 *050 IS 207 4324 

«tJ» *2800 1 4 27 1 3382 [Wwi 60750 *1250 IJ B7 I960 

935®, *4® J* 174 Ufa g Qro SJO KL5D - IT 0 

44580 *1® li O* M 40 DxtreriareTaw 5050 *400 32 H9 £387 

4(75 +1 SO *6 25+3 K Dnaret 20150 +100 10 BJ 7977 

579CD *750 04 - BB ?*> DerwwOW 57000 *4® Iri 320 3taB 

MJO - 18 514 5(07 a? O ti aftt a rJaC 7B3JO ‘DO IT fU, tof 

(150 050 - 92 H® 36 Ck-artoa *50 *050 10 Ota 3420 


08 fa* An Dtr 
JO Frrnrti Core 


500 HMelFraer 
5S gSSporn 
5X0 Wrifawr 

9 rjrpburr 
■ Ubcre, 
ft 14 rid 1 

K97 rhrtalSp 

2)0 nrearej 
Bl fa* 

XS fare Bra 
STS (to 
23 ran 

44 OataSaotaa 

10 buffi 

n Ireafa 

77* total 
473 SpreGrp 
m toadivm 

601 SreTMBpt 


■435 -15 - 2560 

BUO 500 43 SA 2735 

(880 *200 O 360 ISC 

000, -IB 7.9 0.4 289 

*50 *280 143 185 W4 

5)50 050 D3 75 2952 

4200 *380 70 08 300! 

MO® - 7.1 <31 0 


Government Securities 


9 Seffo I 

M0 TBStoxta C 

68 Tad fare P 

SO Thorn 1 

66 Tie Rack C 

37 Urxj 2 

3220 VfendtaMlur « 

198 WUre 21 

0 W ftto a Gto % 

Support Services 


Basra X -100 42 DO 7705 ; 
ret IO 050 1< - HS9 I 

no*n .K00 3.9 6.1 H94 ) Mia Valin Vfafc 

8150 -LOO 43 95 H42 , tm SCOT eric* 

CATS *450 +0 B4 £2K ; 

™ “"“^“llndex^nked 

n xaaa I 00° Ti> 1A. 4 62S *8 lb-34 


Waak), Bari tod®, Hkt VUua 

Price Cbg /Id cade tm Stock 


a Ateoa WJS, -IS2 HM® 
27 AdMffiOR BSJX3a -280 o li 1 ® 

M Ac* J«U0* -4J» )7 "■' ** 

43 Atm CapSpb *450, +100 l* »» ™ 

S AuBrE* *3* “ 

ft BfaRcttV *2 aim 16 HI m 

M Careritaa DUO *180 34 81 WJ 

“ Onto Sto ry KSO + ,JK f? ft 

~ SET* SSb : a? *0 MB 

* SEm-w VM -MJO *£ 

1953 HacWCOTta ■S*’' H 5? aS 

90 EtaKtoft* m So 

S 6jrep«rawr 9480, _ M »4 «0 

2 ZZ'ZT roS : l\ ai t» 

OB FtatoeCp 3050 +000 U W 


^ u to. *oa « ««r” Undex^inked 

Engln«*n*ii VeWoes ; gjo ti> m. ' 

1 a II BB an °A Arineta JW50 0® tt O.I W 1B Tt, i.l 25 a 

SofJS DO TOTfeifar ajcWjjM* w it* Liu a rao 

UJO iX 8.1 » * SSL JJ BJ 3683 [ 1.6 T w lI*JI5W 0A.3 

100 15 »» ** * - 36 63 ! 550 Tf,l’2(t S«S 

>3 ; * J® 2 17930 -850 14 220 3D 14 J T„ 11 li 09 046 

- nT w en am rara 0® « - : 3 0 Tciiisn 

2 in (J kffiO ft OT<OTGta BBS) - 75 M JJS Ti> ll IS 0 <6i)6 

,M « fi WJ5 M2 Lftri 4953 , -2SB - ff7 fl JJ) T ;r Ll IS 20 »»2S 

- iS Snre, ™ . S TTtLlUft Kl- 

uo ^ msr 58 +wm«3!i" "" 

‘O® re* ^0 M4 2suo« *050 . - (4*8 PerpetuaJs 

- ^15 SS “ -BOO- *» « “ » , W 

I 7i - vs Ejetraetfre Industries ** 

- HJ 2 - AxxAm Hr It) 082 06 - - 0 W *r. p~ 


S® T: '7° E 

Kuo* «uo . - «e PerpetuaJs 
8800 a +150 7.1 L2 7SB t oJfl >-J«9 
Tries oM t?i?ipw9 

«» 06 . - o : ora Ti, r-ter 





an 

•Jen JJS far? 

CM 

CM 

i 5 * 

in 

472 

(64 

1 * 
03c 

Aftr lit 1 ** 
Car * bterv 

0 00 

336 

307 

Shorts 

esc 

33 

4L7f 

US 

cat* 9 »*. * 

600 

3 e 

31SA 

86 

TttTlS*-* 

6X' 

T3 

3W 

0M 

?5V 6J4 ■>* 

:« 

30 

Jfc) 

30 

La* 0b TO 

occ 

.' 0 

M 

'TO 

Tt,95\«9 

C 00 

3 n 

J?9 


Fxri C25-.TO 

CJ) 

309 

«9J 

1 25 

-i, OS*."* 

era 

)S 

5852 

6*5 

Tc, 6’. to 




i* 

era, as- "• 

132 

»*0 

e% 

Mediums 

C2 

»*7 

» 

5ft 

rifa 9*. 0) 

era 

te 

02 

70 

Ti. Db .V 


W Mff Red Index Ptat Value 

Price Ch* /Id eerie Or Seech 


.it rej, •« Tr, *4 00 


W aekf/ Deri Me* jMs Wlua 

Price Oif r*> eorie ! Or Scec 


bJ) 030 

*M (rii 

7H 2KU 
7 20 <223 

7 b 30+ 
10* 20(7 

7 CM 3)21 
696 7083 

48* Vo 

*77 67)4 

r.6* S® 


44i r H )M.a 
or TnHlOl 
i7 ft k. »\ a 
4(0 T,. >6 02 

kiJ Tt,47SV(C 
>60 IiirtlB 
7 S< )*» *76 07 
142 T« BIVO* 
0S+ ,^rx,J5\0* 

J4 C*65*.04 
418 TtrcftVO* 
4»4 Cwfiioi 
i 50 l«.r 5 sv OS 
£.37 -wSSVOS 
* » : »i •' 75*, C* 

JIT T:,r*04 


(BJ* 022 

0*32 0" 

mn 00i 
OO oif 

ton 022 
OUC 032 
(0.® 02S 


445 MJS 

4 70 3097 

70 Jfa 
4 SB S2B7 
447 « 

455 1)44 

444 6607 


038 449 J09i 

•132 470 361 

as ui as 

U i« W 

038 436 M79 

00 £40 6*79 

028 44» V# 

034 AJ3 IES 

034 4ft 2(60 

on 458 K* 



Scot 

Price 

a* 

7 W 

code 

J ll® 

Tta75%0» 

0804 

034 

430 

4553 

f 3.6 

7^ II 74b 0 

mn 

024 

49 

*2 

j 740 

T,U»ffl 

16* 

CJ8 

452 

JB 

9® 

Te, 734% V 

0754 

OJ* 

634 

230 

563 

Tnosae 

0143 

058 

422 

4494 

j 14 Ttprco* 
Longs 

(451 

OJ* 

434 

J94 

474 

Ttj42S%0 

tofti 

U8 

428 

621 

137 

Ct*l9» ( 

0441 

04* 

£29 

<010 

SJ6 

Ttf 9% E 

0444 

044 

430 

S* 

1® 

T0Sj%1 

914* 

QJ8 

SB 

301 

I 40 

Tit 8% O 

<bft 

0* 

40 

6771 

. 0® 

Ti»«S*S 

(144 

058 

6J8 

32] 

J 77 

Tt»«» B 

(8 At 

tt+4 

42S 

390 


Tta874% 17 

0759 

050 

428 

S7J5 

(JO 

Tip » 91 

(2173 

050 

4» 

5360 


447 Atbarp 
» AtatetoVRi 
97 ArbeCp 
IX AdtaeWS 
ft Bredre 
06 CM> 

S BSMCrp 

» BTC 

2*9 BrererePra 

*14 rrpn Gp 

36 Ceduttn 
9*9 095 
« Coda Grp 
87 Ccrefa 


2150 3.1 208 68* 28 Mr 850 050 D3 75 29S 

3480 13 17.4 (DO 37 torW* 4200 +180 70 08 30® 

•J50 .747.4 7SU K Karik* (4000 - 7.1 <3 1 0 

,100 11 : ora Tobaixo 

*00 BJ 84 OQ »M BAT (to 54400. *200 £0 UJ 001 

050 18 . 3*0 994 GlWto 74250 -150 _ 06 2227 

4 ui JJ OJ lew >*P> Tab 29400, *050 48 9.7 B71 

- “J Transport 

4304 l«a to AeiarltofSre 0450 -ZL9P 1.9 hi -aao 

rim S in BS* A BIOT 30050 -050 14 KJ OBJ 

■7 00 to 4M £ «> A/rto 3390Q -2050 44 03 

am ua* OT «W A-a&ta ram faio _ - m 

1X0 Tc 2? «7 BAA Mi Mr ±W IT 03 7389 

■ rim S, 5291 Br Abater* 55850 k *450 35 SO 5758 

.150 UJ SS * SSJ0 - <7 40 B64 

ora u 00 56 °7riwxta* 0650 *ioo uoo )» 

i«4*ni Sv a CtotGP 33750,-220) 26 170 4*09 
050 tt B0 two ■ D-w-OTS BO® - 35 OS 4489 

2TO 10 bl M » Erererewl S7» 9.00 . - CBM 

*ra 30 04 S Ffc *® u * a* 00 -ira 35 a 1 4» 

ATOM 3 W ° F “* r l - H 83 205 

7 4 4J S ** KWilOT «S«> - 17 M 5332 

t c OT ftl Go-Ahead 52450 *400 1.9 144 1689 

- f; , f S 294 Goods Dmr 41080 -150 15 U 22H 

ADD 47 mi are *4 faiHta 8450 050 33 ttl 3852 

jra ajS *h«la B90O 050 Iri 24 2356 

1TO 40«l S W »9-ltoD«fa 44480 *(300 lta 08 SHU 

w •> NREapreti B9» +050 14 s* £95 

tin *1 wS S02 fa=C KUO - 4.42ft J 47* 

Jm ca « TO OcreiGtp 59400 +BJ0 33 21 1 DM 

ri® 11 15 25 « 0»V«" «0O 0» - . 2305 

12 1 '* JJ 4238 PBO 67758 +2450 Sta 144 DC 

OJ Bri S ^ **«* 9* DO, H80 30 MO 450 

™ h! ESi “ S^Ktalr 1030 MOO 11 247 3D1 

lim M W» Vftannr- 807 JO +050 I S 304 SB4 

*S m 3,0 WOT8B 56480 +100 MUM 

550 U Dri W w TreBhmamr 33900 -300 - - BQ 

~ \ n rt nu 381 TreaporcDev 20650 *130 50 BB (444 

. u 1*7 fft* a Utd Cmwi 7350 -350 40 09 US 

... . ... Water 


22450 -080 172295 Bl 

2ft 50 MS0 U 1* W 

9450 *100 U - (33 

(6850 +1700 10 4Sri 220 

84X00 4000 30 284 5908 

204® _ 13 65 4291 

3900 . 8*225 DO 

2150 -150 . UJ 1190 

5(100, -17*0 UM m 
37350 .150 46 II I Oft 

urn 0» it B5 to® 

23000 -250 30 bJ bis 

0900, -900 J0 314 (25* 

7800 -150 92 . 057 

0150 0350 7.4 43 B58 

3600 - 35 I7J 5221 

BJOx _ *5 73 AMS 

900 *4® 93 183 OB 

2825 -200 . 0J 089 

388® *350 40 441 MS 

OSM -6 M - - MB 

23050 a -9® 46 62 Hft 

ADO .280 49-308 
04® H® 41 (6 3091 

K450 -IM - - ftft 

ft 50 050 QJ a* 057 

07 JO x 4® 23 Hri SOS 

2 ft® -H® II BU S2S 

66130 * -150 ZS 17.4 M4 

26150 - _ - 52*5 

22550 . U 197 724* 


(2900 - 19 83 205 

6600 - 17 69 an 

52450 *4® Iri 6* 889 

49000 150 25 U 22H 
6450 050 33 HI 3852 


M Crepe™ 5*. 3400 

422 Dark to *19® 

£4 DCS Grp 30UO 

84 CMfeU £7250 

at Dap Mi asm 

0 DMHtaiGtp 3840 

HI Grids 0150 

287 R Grata B9Q80 

87 Ham, htah *1® 


7V50 *050 Ori 00 MSB 

7450 -4® 87 73 » 

4® .9® _ _ nos 

tea <3® _ 212 B75 

64® *4® bl 73 *M 

H"fln _ u TU ton 

19050 _ 40 05 4494 

449® -2750 - - 4227 

56b® a -150 JJ 270 3362 

ID-50 *480 07 2B0 BO 

1050 a -250 IJ 93 ISO 

(47150 +30® 04 5X7 47H 

BO® -350 _ - on 

30150 +150 23 65 3274 


2260 Ante 83500 a - 14 03 400 

99 BtteriWMri- (DO®. - 40 94 9® 

IB Dta Kfa, Wfcr 4S®» *250 43 V49 3BU 
M2 Ere Swrep 2D50 a *250 49 U j S72S 

097 Hprier 94450 • *8® 19 83 4B9 

(5 fariKeniMrip QUO _ 40 8 J SIS 


200 Wren Trrta 
BB SoRffSoB, 
DO toudiWAre 
3BB Three* 

90S Ikdlkfaea 


Q9b FTOrs 
28 Hog Rafts 


254M -150 3J 65 2570 

*H® -3® 43 64 I® 

30150 *(® 07 - 2457 

£7250 20® 12 203 (Oft 

444® *46® - - me 

3850 I® - _ 673 

0250 -74® - &3 78ft 

890® +5750 07 « J All 

>1® -ISO - - 2MZ 


900 ikdlkfaea 75400 

Oft "bre 4050 

ft -forevreeerata 33000 

(784 TdrioHc 46840 


SUO _ 50 HJ 5726 
UB® .28® 49 US 40B 
527750 a _ 34 H0 5777 
92750 a -150 11 01 *O0> 
831® .»® Sri 97 4® 
75S0O, -HOD i< CL? 400 
401 50 -2® 47 9ri *0Q 

330® -0® 10 95 4728 
46840, 8M Si 01 408 


79100 +24® 15 Sri 4084 , 
2*)J0> - SI M. 7 6177 


source: Bloomberg 

v7wwhtot2»nl»M5*om 




JHE INDE/’E N[)£N]- 
I^ONDAY 22 DECEMBER 1997 


18/BUSINESS 


DEPUTY BUSINESS & CITY EDITOR. MICHAEL HARRISON 
NEWS DESK; 0171-293 2636 FAX: OI7J-2°3 20^S E MAIL; InmBuvNESW lNDErENDENT.CO.UK 


Chaos in Far East 
escalates as IMF cuts 
growth forecast 


World stock markets are 
braced for another 
turbulent trading period 
as the Far Eastern crisis 
deepens. Growing 
concerns come as the 
International Monetary 
Fund forecasts that Asia's 
woes will slow world 
growth next year. Diane 
Goyfe, Economics Editor, 
and Andrew Yates report. 


The new IMF forecast 


Country 

1997 (est) % 

1998 (new forecast) % Revision 

World 

4.1 

3.5 

-0.8 

Advanced 

economies 

3.0 

2.5 

-0.4 

US 

3.8 

2.4 

-0.2 

Japan 

1.0 

1.1 

-1.0 

UK 

3.5 

2.4 

-0.2 

S.Korea 

6.0 

2.5 

-3.5 

i Asian NICs 

6.2 

3.6 

-2.4 

Asean4* 

4.0 

1.7 

-3.7 


* Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines 

Source: IMF World Economic Outlook 


The financial chaos escalated 
over the weekend as three more 
of South Korea's publicly quoted 
companies were declared bank- 
rupt, with another. Chun Kwang 
Industrial, the animal feed man- 
ufacturer, indicating that it too 
will be seeking court protection 
from its creditors. More than 
15,000 Korean companies are 
reported to have failed this year. 

South Korea's finance min- 
istry admitted yesterday that it 
would have to increase a state 
fund established to buy bad loans 
to 20 trillion won (S12-4bn) from 
the current eight trillion won. 

An official at the ministry's in- 
dustrial finance division said; 
“We plan to speed up the process 
of cleaning up bad loans with the 
financial system as we promised 
the International Monetary 
Fund.'' Analysts estimate that the 
nation’s bad loans figure has risen 
to over 35 trillion won. 

Kim Dae-jimg, South Korea's 
president-elect, faces an uphill 
struggle to rebuild confidence in 
the country’s ailing economy. 
“Pressure on interest rates is 
mounting and the financial 
bottleneck is battering manu- 
facturers as well as financial 
firms. The markets’ future looks 
grimmer than ever," said one 
local economist. 

Analysts are forecasting the 
situation in Thailand will dete- 
riorate as the country becomes 
gripped by recession. The plunge 
in the Indonesian rupiah and a 
rapid rise in foreign debt levels 


is also likely to push more local 
companies Into bankruptcy. . 

'Hie IMF admits that it un- 
derestimated the severity of the 
Asian financial crisis. The reper- 
cussions of events in the Far East 
“have proven much deeper and 
more extensive than seemed like- 
ly only a few months ago." says 
the interim World Economic 
Outlook published yesterday by 
the IMF. It has reduced the 
hind's forecast for world eco- 
nomic growth next year to 3 5 per 
cent, 0.8 per cent lower than the 
forecast issued two months ago. 

But the new report goes to 
some lengths to stress that most 
of this pain will be felt in Asia it- 
self. provided governments adopt 
sensible policies in reaction to 
events. Saying that the rest of the 
world will “experience a damp- 
ening of foreign demand”, the 
IMF has shaved just 0.2 percent 
of its forecasts for US and UK 
growth, and less from its pre- 
dictions for other European 
economies. 

It even portrays the crisis as 
a welcome antidote to inflation- 
ary pressure in Britain and 
America. Among the advanced 
economies, it is other Asian 
countries like Hong Kong and 
also Australia and New Zealand 
that will suffer most. 

The document says the im- 
pact on advanced economies 
outside Asia will most probably 
be “relatively moderate and tem- 
porary". Although it cautions that 
there remains a risk that the out- 


look will yet turn bleaker, it 
says: “The global growth rate pro- 
jected for 1998 is even now 
slightly above the average expe- 
rience of the past two decades," 
and “notably higher" than dur- 
ing the 1990-93 slowdown. 

The report also predicts that 
- as krtg as the necessary reforms 
are introduced - the Asian 
economies will start to recover 
in 1999 thanks to thetr underly- 
ing strengths. It does concede a 
worst-case scenario, if the crisis 
persists and in the unlikely event 
that governments foil to cut in- 
terest rates in response to the 
downturn. 

This would knock a further 1 
per cent off growth in the in- 
dustrial countries, taking it to 22> 
per cent in 1998 rather than the 
3.5 per cent forecast in the new 
report. 

Intended as a corrective to 
some of the more apocalyptic pre- 
dictions about the impact of the 
crisis, the IMF's Economic Out- 
look expresses the greatest con- 
cern about Japan and Korea. Its 
forecast for Japan's GDP growth 
next year has been halved to just 
1.1 percent The fund blames the 
Japanese government for intro- 
ducing a much tougher budget 
policy during 1997, reversing tax 
cuts before the economic recov- 
ery had put down roots. 

The prediction for Korea's 
growth in 1998 has also been 
slashed, from 6 per cent to 15 per 
cent. Many economists would, 
still see this is too optimistic. 
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their wealth disappear in the economic crisis, which analysts predict could worsen. moiograpn. tiers 

‘Why do they always take the most pessimistic view?' 


The IMF's revised forecasts 
have caused dismay in Asia 
with many people in the region 
accusing the fund of talking 
down Asia’s growth prospects. 

“Why do they [the IMF] 
always take the most pes- 
simistic view?" said an Asian 
government official from one 
of the countries receiving an 
IMF loan. “With things being 
as they are. if they talk us down 
it will become a self-fulfilling 
prophecy’ 

The IMF’s new figures are, 
in most cases, more pessimistic 
than official forecasts from 


the individual countries al- 
though some of these have yet 
ro be published because indi- 
vidual government forecasters 
keep being forced back to the 
drawing board as fresh news of 
disaster trickles in. 

“Undoubtedly, people are 
going to feel the pain of this ad- 
justment said Michael Musa, 
the IMF’s chief economist, 
when be presented the new 
figures. 

The IMF is not alone in ad- 
mining that tbe extern of the 
financial crisis and its effect on 
Asia came as a surprise. 


It said that it was now un- 
certain how long the crisis 
would last and feared that the 
market turmoil could spread 
even further. 

The IMF. which in recent 
months has organised a record 
bail-out of more than SIQObn 
for Thailand. Indonesia and 
South Korea, warned again 
that it was looking for the pa- 
tients to swallow some bitter 
medicine in return for its 
rescue efforts. 

In essence, the medicine 
consists of tough fiscal re- 
forms. curbs on lending to 


reduce inflationary pressure 
and. although not explicitly 
stated, widespread closures of 
companies which are heavily 
in debt. 

Malaysia’s Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad, has 
vowed that his country will 
not go to the IMF, despite its 
economic woes, because he 
views IMF conditions as a 
recipe for allowing Western 
companies to buy cheap assets 
in Asian markets. Moreover, he 
has asked why the Western 
bankers who freely distributed 
excessive amounts of credit 


should not have to suffer the 
same consequences as the 
recipients. 

Dr Mahathir's views are in- 
creasingly gaining an audience 
in the region, not least in South 
Korea, the biggest recipient of 
IMF funds. 

The President-elect, Kim 
Dae-jung. has again stressed 
that he will abide by the terms 
of the IMF Joan agreement but 
is also pledged to avoid wide- 
spread unemployment, an in- 
evitable consequence of the 
fund's requirements. 

- Stephen Vines. Hong Kong 


Computer problems blamed for delay in electricity competition 


The electricity watchdog. 
Offer, has warned that 
competition in the domestic 
power industry may not start 
on time in April. Gifts Godsmork , 
Business Correspondent, 
finds that one of the UK’s 
most costly and complex 
computer projects is to blame 
for the delay. 


Tony Boorman, the bead of competition at 
Offer, gave the clearest warning yet that 
electricity competition would not begin on 
lime next April. In an interview with The 
Independent, he said: “I don’t know what 
the date will be. April looks increasingly 
difficult" It follows a private warning by 
Professor Stephen Littlechild, the regula- 
tor, to industry executives earlier this 
month, that the deadline was jooking 
“difficult to achieve". 

Declining to suggest a new start date. 


Mr Boorman, said it would depend on a 
review by PA Consulting, the programme 
manager monitoring the project. The con- 
sultants are due to produce a report on the 
timing around 20 January. 

“Quite honestly we’re considering all the 
options for a timely opening of the market. 
When that will be I don't know," said Mr 
Boorman. “TrU happen some time in 1998. 
But it's important to have a date we can 
deliver ... A six-month delay would have 
to assume that the design the industry 


agreed had gone seriously wrong and we'd 
have to go through the whole loop again." 

The original plan was for competition 
to start for all 23 million power con- 
sumers in a big bang in April 1998, but Pro- 
fessor Littlechild agreed to phase the 
introduction over six months to allow 
slower regional electricity companies to 
catch up. This timetable would see four 
RECs, Eastern. Seeboard, Yorkshire and 
Man web, able to poach customers in each 
other’s regions from April, with other 


companies not joining competition until 
September. 

The problems surround a new version of 
the so-called "baseline", which outlines all 
the computer standards and procedures in- 
Yofved in competition. The new industry stan- 
dard, called “baseline 2,” was delayed from 
October to 12 December and has required 
many RECs to look again at their systems. 

The main problem was the difference 
in data produced by each of the RECs. Data 
from the 14 companies involved, including 


the two Scottish power groups, should be 
in the same format, but most systems have 
evolved different software. 

Mr Boorman admitted that “the extent 
of some of the changes was greater than some 
had hoped". He went on; “The indications 
are that it will lake longer than we'd expected. 
It critically depends on what the RECs say." 

The chief executive of ooe REC, which 
had been readier than most to begin com- 
petition. said he now believed a six month 
delay was “inevitable”. 


Rate rise fear as skill 
shortages push up pay 


Skill shortages are beginning to 
force up wage settlements, 
fuelling fears that interest rates 
may have to rise again in the 
New Year to curb inflation. 

The prospect of higher rates 
comes amid evidence that re- 
tailers have experienced a 
poorer than expected Chris t mas 
while some economists sug- 
gest that bargains in the Janu- 
ary sales will be at record levels 
as shops try to offload unsold 
stock. 

According to figures from 
the CBI Pay Databank pub* 
lished today, pay awards are 
now running at an average 
3.4 per cent in manufacturing 
compared with 3 per cent a year 
ago and in the quarter to 
August 

In the service sector, deals 
were averaging 4.4 per cent in 
die three months to November, 
compared with 3.9 per cent in 
the quarters to last August and 
November 1996. 

Around half of British man- 
ufacturers report that cost of 
living increases were an im- 
portant upward pressure on 
settlements. One in five 
pointed to their need to recruit 
and retain employees - a sign 
partly of the shortage of infor- 
mation technology specialists. 

Kate Barker, chief econo- 


mist at the CBI, said that the 
figures would need to be mon- 
itored closely because of their 
potential impact on inflation, 
but argued that the Bank of 
England should not be “pan- 
icked" into putting up interest 
rates again. 

There were indications that 
economic growth might be 
slowing down, so that the most 
important effect for manufac- 
turers of increasing pay settle- 
ments would be lower profits 
rather than inflation. Increased 
pressure on margins could feed 
through into job losses, she 
warned. 

Increasing levels of settle- 
ments in service industries 
largely reflected the buoyancy 
in the business services sector 
in a quiet part of the year for 
pay reviews. 

Since August there had 
been a wide variation in awards, 
reflecting the different cir- 
cumstances of individual service 
firms. Some 14 per cem of 
settlements were at or below 

2.5 per cent; 35 per cent 
between 15 and 3.5 per cent; 
2l per cent between 3.5 and 

4.5 per cent; 17 per cent be- 
tween 4.5 and 55 per cent and 
the remaining 15 per cent were 
above 5.5 per cent. 

- Borne dement 


Safeway denies re-starting 
talks on Asda merger 

Safeway yesterday denied that it has re-started talks with the 
competition authorities over whether the Government 
would block a merger with Asda. The supermarket group 
said it had not had any contact with the regulatory author- 
ities since September, when talks over the £9bn merger broke 
down. 

“There has been no attempt to re-opea the confidential 
guidance process," said a spokesman, who added that the 
constant speculation was disruptive. Asda said last week that 
it had not bad any recent contact with Safeway and ruled 
out a hostile bid for the company. 

Investors cling to PEPs 

The Government's decision to introduce Individual Savings 
Accounts has not deterred people from investing in PEPs. 
Sales in November and December are higher than equiva- 
lent figures in 1996, according to a survey by PEP Direct, a 
PEP broker. 

“Many investors are angry about the lifetime ceiling and 
the reduced annual allowance but they want to make the most 
of PEPs now whilst they can,” said the broker. “Wc are also 
encouraged by the Inland Revenue’s willingness to review 
the £50,000 limit upwards and hope that our discussions in 
January will yield results." PEP fond manager Jupiter has 
been the best performer, proriding more than a third of PEft. 
almost three times its nearest rival. Perpetual. 

Shore links with Israeli bank 

Shore Capital, the investment group, has formed a strategic 
partnership with Bank Leumi. a subsidiary of Bank Leumi 
le -Israel, one of the largest banks in Israel. Bank Leumi will 
take a 25 per cem stake in the UK group. Howard Shore, 
chairman of Shore Capital, sai± “We felt that the momen- 
tum would be enhanced if we joined forces with a partner 
with complimentary strengths." A Shore spokeswoman 
would not disclose the actual price of the deal but said the 
value of Shore was about £10m. 


Nomura plans shake-up 
of Entrepreneur pubs 


Nomura, the Japanese bank 
which recently became the 
largest pub owner in the coun- 
try with the acquisition of 
Inntrepreneur. is poised to 
launch an overhaul of its public 
house estate. 

Nomura is already plan- 
ning to streamline its estate by 
getting rid of some of its worst- 
performing pubs, and industry 
sources believe it will go fur- 
ther and initiate a far-reaching 
disposal programme. 

One City observer said: “It 
is looking to restructure its 
estate and is likely to sell a large 
number of pubs ... perhaps as 
many as 1,000." 

Nomura is also' eyeing up 
more acquisitions ro add to its 
4.400-strong tied estate. The 
bank was interested in swap- 
ping some of its pubs for a large 
chunk of Bass's tenanted pub 
business. It lost out in that deal 
to Hugh Osmond and Roger 
Myers, the reslaurani entre- 
preneurs. 

However, Nomura could 
now turn its attention to other 
brewers such as Scottish 4 
Newcastle (S&N) and Whit- 
bread, which are understood to 
have put some of their own ten- 
anted estates on the market. 

Nomura became the biggest 
pub landlord in the country 


when it announced the acqui- 
sition of Jnmrepreneur and 
Spring Inns for £1.2bn in 
September. 

The deal is due to be com- 
pleted by April, after which 
Nomura is likely to combine 
the two estates to create a huge 
new pub chain. 

Nomura is also close to 
negotiating a new beer supply 
agreement to replace its exist- 
ing contract with S&N. It is 
likely to strike a deal with all 
the major brewers under which 
landlords will be able to order 
whichever beers they want 
from a given price list. 

Analysts believe S&N will 
have to offer much larger dis- 
counts per barrel but should be 
able to retain a significant 
amount of business From ex- 
isting landlords used to serving 
its beers. 
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DAVID 

MILES 


ON CLAIMS 
THAT WE 
WORK IN A 
GLOBAL 
MARKET PLACE 


Globalisation: the facts behind the myth 


There is a scene in one of the films by the 
great American comedian WC Fields 
which goes something like this: Reids, as 
usual playing a wealthy sourpuss, is sitting 
by the fire in his comfortable home. It is 
a winter during the American depression. 
An unshaven, bedraggled figure knocks on 
the door. Barely able to speak with cold, 
he says: “I haven’t eaten in a week.” Fields, 
scowling, replies “force yourself!” and 
shuts the door. 

As an economist 1 like this scene: it is 
an excellent example of a common phe- 
nomenon: wilful misinterpretation of evi- 
dence in one’s own favour. The dramatically 
overused, and much abused, notion of“gfob- 
alisation” is largely based on misinterpre- 
tation of evidence; and the concept is most . 
frequently used by those with a vested in- 
terest of one sort or another. 

For example, governments, when in 
power (though rarely when in opposi- 
tion). frequently d aim they are constrained 
by global forces. “We cannot ban tobacco 
advertising in Formula One racing since..." 
or “There is no point in our banning exports 
of arms to that country because of the global 
market...” And what better way for cor- 
porate spokesmen and women to justify an 
attempt at changing work practices or gain- 
ing acceptance for a small pay settlement 
than by saying that in a global market fail- 
ure to compete will result in death. 

How can the claims of the globalists be 
assessed? Is it true that in the last 10 to 20 
years there have been such changes in teeb- • 
oology, in the nature of traded goods and 
the way materials, information and people 
move around the globe, that the world is 


now a dramatically different place than it 
was SO or eyen 20 years ago? 

Hermann Goering ooce, famously, said: 
“When I hear the word culture I reach for 
my gun." When I hear the word 
globalisation I reach for the Annual Abstract 
of Statistics. And what statistics reveal is that 
the claim that there is a global world market 
place in most commodities is hard to 
square with rbe facts. 

Consider, first, the allocation of accu- 
mulated wealth across difierenr asset dassesi 
Portfolio theory says that diversification is 
a good thing. Suppose we hvs in a world with 
no barriers to international portfolio di- 
versification. It would seem to follow that 
the portfolio of wealth held by the private 
sector in various countries should be fairly 
widely internationally diversified 

The chart reveals a picture of portfolio 
allocation dramatically at odds with thfc. It 
draws the proportion of the total wealth held 
by the personal sectors in the major 
economies th3t is in the form of daims oo 
governments or companies in foreign coun- 
tries. I use here a very wide definition of 
finan cial assets - it includes direct owner- 
ship by households of equities, bank deposits 
and bonds; but it also includes all the assets 
held by pension funds, life insurance com- 
panies, mutual funds and so on, on behalf 
of the personal sector. The chart reveals thai 
in Europe, typically only about 5 per cent 
of the overall financial assets of the private 
sector are international. The UK and the 
Netherlands stand out as countries with 
an unusually high degree of internation- 
al diversification; but even there only 
around 15 per cent of assets are claims on 


foreign governments or companies. 

Labour is dramatically less mobile than 
financial wealth. Indeed labour mobility new 
is probably lower iHan for much of the past 
150 years. For those who are relatively well 
off (almost anyone in a developed country) 

a combination of inertia and familiari ty with 
one’s own culture and language make the 
option of moving to another country to work 
feiriy unattractive for mosi people. For those 
whoarefarEnsmcomfcHtable (in developing 
countries the vast majority), immigration 
restrictions rule out the option of moving 
(o countries where standards of living are 
dramatically higher. 

It is plausible, of course, that physical 
capital (the location of factories and offices) 
is more mobile than human capital. Is there 
a global market here? In fact the degree 
of mobility of capital may well be no greater 
than 100 years ago- Consider the recent ev- 
idence from the UK. The UK has been one 
of the most successful countries in Europe 


Wealth stays at home 
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in attracting foreign direct investment 
Over the last 10 years the level of foreign 
direct investment in the UK has averaged 
about £12bn a year. But that still only rep- 
resents a little over 10 per cent of domes- 
tic fixed investment over that period. So oik 
of the most successful developed countries 
in attracting inward investment still finds 
that about 90 per cent of its capital for- 
mation is done by nationals. 

This observation fits in with the empir- 
ical evidence fiist uncovered over 15 years 
ago by Martin Feldsteln and Charles Ho- 
rioka. They found an extremely high cor- 
relation between changes in physical 
investment in countries and changes in 
domestic saving. The implication of their 
finding was that most investment in devel- 
oped countries gets financed from domes- 
tic saving. Most studies continue to find a 
very significant correlation between national 
saving and investment 

Of course it would be absurd to argue 
that all this means economies are insulated 
from world economic developments. But 
the claim of the globalists seems to be that 
there has, fairly recently, been some dra- 
matic change in the degree of integration 
of world markets. Two forces - one world- 
wide and the other specific to Europe - are 
often argued to be behind this. First tech- 
nology has so increased the ease with which 
information can be transferred that the phys- 
ical location ctfmaxiycperatkms is often now 
irrelevant Second, and specific to Europe, 
the creation of the single market the abo- 
lition of many fariffc, and the imminent 
creation of a single currency area, has (it 
is argued) had a massive impact 


I doubt whether either of these factors 
are really that new or have caused a huge 
jump in market integration. In the second 
half of the 19th century there were few cap- 
ital or trade restrictions between the cap- 
italist countries. For much of that period 
there also, effectively, existed a single cur- 
rency (the gold standard). And for much 
of the 19th century there were huge move- 
ments of workers between countries (largely 
from Europe to America). 

At the same time there were enormous 
flows of capital between countries. And in 
the 40 years from 1861-1902 the pace of 
technological change was stunning. In 
those four decades the following were in- 
vented ; the telephone, the internal com- 
bustion engine, the microphone, the electric 
locomotive, the motor car, the aeroplane, 
the radio transmitter. It is far from obvi- 
ous that in the period since 1960 there has 
been such a change in technology. 

In fact, about globalisation are 

themselves not particnlaiiy new. I am old 
fryfligh to remember Labour politicians in 
the mid-1960s blaming many of the coun- 
try’s economic ills on the Gnomes of Zurich 
- the faceless operators of the global levers 
of economic power. And there is a much 
longer tradition of politicians being prey to 
the Hark forces of foreign financiers. 

So the next time you hear someone pon- 
tificating about globalisation ask yourself 
just what they are trying to make you believe 
... and why. 

David Miles is Professor of Finance at Im- 
perial College, University of London and an 
economic adviser to Merrill Lynch. 



Ministers revamp civil service roles at DTI 


Lafarge ready to sell quarries to get bid OK 


Minis ters have moved to assert 
their authority at the Department 
of Trade and Industry with the 
first sweeping reorganisation of 

aril service posts, induding a new 

appointment to beef up the re- 
sponse to the coal crisis. 

Anna Walker, the deputy 
trimommiiniratinns regulator at 
Oftel, the watchdog, is being 
drafted into the DTI in a new 


capacity as deputy director gen- 
eral of energy. The role, which 
starts on 19 January, will 
leapfrog the three existing civil 
servants responsible for coal, 
electricity and energy policy. 

The appointment is another 
indication of ministers’ frus- 
tration with some DTI civil ser- 
vants over the handling of the 
coal crisis. Senior officials are 


thought to have advised against 
some recent policy initiatives, 
including the review of the 
wholesale electricity trading 
market and the moratorium on 
applications to build gas-fired 
power stations. 

A DTI spokesman said: 
“This is an appropriate move to 
reinforce senior management in 
that area.” 


Ms Walkers departure will 
be seen as a considerable loss 
at Oftel. coming just two 
months before Don Cruick- 
shank. the regulator leaves his 
post She joined Oftel from the 
DTI as director of competition 
in 1991 and became Mr Cruick- 
shank’s deputy in 1994. No re- 
placement has been appointed. 

Other changes announced at 


the DTI last week include con- 
firmation of the departure of 
John MichelL head of gas, and 
a new head of the competi- 
tiveness .unit. The DTT is also 
creating a merged division deal- 
ing with engineering, manu- 
facturing and the car industry, 
to include the existing aero- 
space department 

- Chris Godsmark 


Lafarge, the French building 
giant, is preparing to sell its 
ready-mix concrete quarries in 
Norwich and Leicester in order 
to get its £L8bn bid for Redland 
past the UK competition au- 
thorities. The move should re- 
move the final obstacle to the 
takeover. 

Earlier rhis month the 
European Commission passed 


the deal back to tbe UK com- 
petition authorities following a 
surprise request to scrutinise 
the bid from John Battle, the 
Industry Minister, following a 
recommendation from the di- 
rector general of fair trading. 

Mr Battle raised concerns 
that the deal would give Lalaige 
a stranglehold over the ready- 
mix concrete market in the 


Midlands. Tbe French group 
already has a large presence in 
the area, having acquired 
Ennemix, a local quarry group, 
last year in its first move into 
the UK market 

Sources believe that Lafarge 
has offered to sell the busi- 
nesses in order to get the green 
fight for its takeover. 

- Andrew Votes 
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STICKY PRINTS 

BRILLIANT SELF ADHESIVE 
COLOUR PHOTOGRAPHS 
ON AN EASY TO PEEL 
BACKING SHEET. 

Produced from negatives, 
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Express sticky prints are 
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Opportunities 


AN EXCELLENT NEW 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
OPPORTUNITY 


Launched In October 
1997. Repeating and 
residual Income for life. 

More new products being 
Introduced In early 1998 
Call 0121 S6S 5494 


FINANCIALLY 
CRIPPLED? 
SO WHAT!! 
Physically Crippled 
Bui ’VERY successful!! 
Motivated Now? 

F reephone 

0800 0263500 


ASPIRING 

MILLIONAIRES 

Call 

0181 2364817 

and 

just listen 


Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER for that apodal 

due. 1642-1997. most tides avail- 
able. Ideal Nrthday BtfL Remem- 
ber WTwn.** 0181-8888323. Or 

CALL FREE 0500 520 000. 

THIS XKA5 GWE someone an ort#- 
inaJ newspaper dated wry day 
they were bom Cl 9 «*» tree 
IB80s Timesl 0171 7282606 


Import & Export 


WORLDCALL WOMAN strikes again.. 



a socially responsible company for the millennium 
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Green and pleasant land threatened by planning lo 
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Vale of fears: Wensleydale, where, parks officers say, only hard talks with Yorkshire Water forced a deal over a 29km line. The firm says it does remedial work after a scheme; the park says it is not up to scratch 


Photograph: John Voos 
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A £4m plan to drive a water 
pipeline through unspoilt 
countryside has triggered a call to 
end planning privileges for former 
public utilities. Esther Leach looks at 
a new twist to an old problem. 


The pipeline, between Yorker Bank reser- 
voir, near Laybum, to the Fossdaie Witer 
Treatment Works, will carve a hole through 
three medieval sites of archaeological in- 
terest - earthworks associated with Furs 
Abbey, a watermill flood system at Nappa 
Hall and a medieval rabbit farm at Wood- 
hall 

Yorkshire Dales National Park planners 
say former public utilities that are now pri- 
vate companies should no longer carry out 
developments without planning consent. 
Historically, the utilities have not needed 
to apply for permission for big schemes in 
the countryside. But planners and envi- 
ronmentalists argue that they should in fu- 


ture, because their new private status ren- 
ders them answerable to shareholders be- 
fore people in the community. 

Clive Kirkbride. the National Parks land- 
scape and ecology officer, said only bard 
negotiations with Yorkshire Wfcler had 
forced a compromise over the route for a 
29km pipeline through Wensleydale. 

The water company says the new main 
is necessary to “provide strategic support 
to the rural community” and it has tried to 
reduce the impact to a minimum, but of- 
ficials at the National Park are known to 
be unhappy with remedial works carried out 
after previous schemes. Mr Kirkbride said: 
“The former public utilities now private 
companies still enjoy permitted develop- 
ment rights when their priority is no longer 
the public interest but their shareholders. 
There has to be a conflict of interest here 
which could be settled if these companies 
were subject to planning consent.” 

Yorkshire ^feter says it is astonished by 
the criticism, claiming that, as the region’s 
biggest investor in the environment, it is fol- 


ly aware of its responsibilities. But George 
Halias, Yorkshire Dales National Park 
Officer, said there was a history of similar 
problems. In 1996 the National Park ne- 
gotiated with Yorkshire Whter over the pro- 
posed route of a pipeline between 
Newbiggin-in-Bishopdale and Aysgarth in 
Wensleydale to minimise the impact “The 
route was altered by the company but there 
was still some archaeological damage, 
made worse by different construction tech- 
niques and inadequate restoration. 

“Introducing planning consent would 
prevent many of these problems, especially 
now that utility companies are privately 
owned companies with an apparent need 
to put profits first The question has to be 
asked as to why they should continue to ben- 
efit from a more favourable planning 
regime not enjoyed by others in the private 
sector." A Yorkshire Wkter spokesman said 
consultations with the National fork began 
in February, 14 months before the sched- 
uled start-day for what they describe as an 
essential scheme. 
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terrupt lecture (7-2) 

27 Accepted caution's out of 
order and isn’t worried 
( 10 ) 


DOWN 

Immensely horrible? (9) 
Check part of furniture 
inside (4) 

Certain a Continental’s 
wrong (8) 

Sphere of substantial 
mass (5) 

Bore me about royal ves- 
sel of old (7) 

Reach the others who 


stop moving (4,^ 
None left of lot 


ACROSS 

I Girl's a bit put out about 
row with Rex (10) 

S Rude to push (9) 

9 Headless woman supplies 
a big number (4) 

10 Bearing rime in mind for 
card game (6) 

II Former Commonwealth 
head (SJ 

13 Key investment in alter- 
native energy by North 
American state (6) 


14 The whole army unit's 
being sent round (S) 

17 Note new face added to 


picture (8) 
Greek char 


Greek character Troy, is 
in disgrace (6) 


21 Initially they hy entering 
Scottish island plant (8) 


Scottish island plant (8) 
23 A revolution more or less 
( 6 ) 

25 Sound produced by band 

26 ^elsuade German to in- 


7 None left of lot taken out 

recently (2,4) 

12 Attack what faith healers 
do (3,5,2) 

15 Credit it with removing 
number included in ban 

(9) 

16 He doesn’t believe a cost- 
ing’s right (8) 

18 Dislike doing without a 
form (7) 

20 Teenage fashion goods 
smuggled in by middle- 
men (6) 

22 King's seized by past 


ll Jungs seizi 
trouble (5) 
24 We’re told 
(4) 


%'s a parasite 
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